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SINCE THEN IT’S ALL BEEN 
Valvoline is the world’s first motor oil. And far over 100 years we have been the oil of choice 
in motorsports. Which. makes Valvoline the choice of top crew chiefs and top mechanics. . 
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740 YEARS AGO WE 
INVENTED MOTOR OIL. 
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What's sleek and fast 
and scared all over? 
You—if you visit Lake 
Placid and dare to go 
bobsledding. 
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Before the race starts the drama begins hehind the scenes and 


off the track. With late-breaking news, analysis and commentary, 


NASCAR RaceDay is the ultimate NASCAR pre-race show. 


LIVE AND UNFILTERED, 
WE’LL TAKE YOU THERE. 


RaceDay, EVERY SUNDAY (ui: 


BUILT BY 
THE HOME DEPOT TO KEEP SPEED CALL 1-888-22-SPEED TODAY. DHECK 
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What to 
watch 
for at Daytona 


The Great American Race will feature 500 
miles, 200 laps, 800 left turns, and ... 

Tony Stewart will win. His dominance of the 
Pepsi 400 at Daytona last summer would have 
been legendary had his emotional win at the 
Brickyard not overshadowed it. Of 363 laps in 
two races at Daytona last year, he led a 
staggering 254. 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon will be 
strong. But don’t mistake that as proof either 
has solved his problems from last season. A 
restrictor-plate car is as different from an 
intermediate car as a fastball is from a 
knuckleball. So unless they got their 
knucklers working in the offseason, they'll 
both still be up against it after Daytona. The 
next three races—at California, Las Vegas and 
Atlanta—will be more revealing. 

The controversy surrounding bump 
drafting will continue. Bump drafting is a 
technique in which you help the guy in front 
of you move up by ramming his rear bumper. 
It’s considered acceptable until you make the 
guy crash. Which always happens at some 
point—and will on Sunday. —Matt Crossman 


LIST 


General interest 


The ultimate class is now in 
session. 

Texas Tech coach Bob Knight is 
giving one lucky Tech student the 
chance to play for his 2006-07 
basketball team in the latest reality 
show offering, Knight School. The 
six-episode tryout will follow 
prospective ballers as they are 
whittled down from a field of 140 
through a series of physical and— 
of course—mental tests. Knight 
School debuts February 19 at 
10 p.m. ET on ESPN. —Tiicia Garner 


Ss 
Who wouldn’t “& 
want the . 
pleasure of © 
being berated and “Ge 
belittled on national 
TV by this man? 


CHARLIE RIEDEL / AP 
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Go ahead and quote us: The good times will roll 
for Stewart on Sunday. 


Well along the comeback trail 


If it’s the middle of February, it must be time for pitchers and catchers to report to spring training. 
If it’s spring training, every player must be 100 percent healthy and raring to go. Right? Maybe. We'll 
soon find out about seven star players coming back from season-ending injuries. —Stan McNeal 
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RHP Keith Foulke, Red Sox Knee No pitcher will be watched more closely after Foulke’s September comeback was thwarted. 
RHP Eric Gagne, Dodgers Elbow Has been throwing and has told the media he feels “great.” 

RHP Roy Halladay, Blue Jays Tibia Should be good to go. 

CF Torii Hunter, Twins Ankle Expected to be 100 percent when he reports to Fort Myers. 

3B Scott Rolen, Cardinals Shoulder —_ Not quite cleared; will be eased into action for precautionary reasons. 

DH Jim Thome, White Sox Elbow Cleared to report; has been hitting and throwing the entire offseason. 

DH Frank Thomas, A’s Ankle Says he'll be 100 percent by opening day, but haven’t we heard that before? 


McSorley pledges to ‘beat down’ anyone in Gretzkys’ path 


Poll: 3 in 4 U.S. gamblers didn’t know they could bet on hockey >> Kwan joins U.S. women's 
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TECH SUPPORT 


Press the stats envelope 


Yeah, yeah, we know. You have a gazillion songs on your iPod. Who 
doesn’t? If you really want to win friends and influence people at the ballpark this 
summer, check out ipreppress.com and use your iPod for something practical—hoarding 
baseball statistics. 

For a one-time fee ($12.95 before May 1, $17.95 after that), you can download a 2006 
MLB package that includes complete individual and team stats, standings, yesterday’s 
scores and today’s games (including projected starters). Daily updates will be available 
at 8 a.m. ET. 

A complete 2005 stats package can be downloaded for $4.95. There are plans to add 
career MLB stats bundles at some point this summer, and NFL and NBA daily packages 
will debut in the fall. —Ryan Fagan 


QUICK CLICKS 


Wanted: 
one Olympian 
Apprentice 


In what is undoubtedly a 
more effective method than 
yelling at the TV, now you 

— really can have a say in who Donald Trump hires as his next apprentice. For the first time, NBC is 
Ask yourself this, sports giving viewers the chance to vote for one of the contestants who will appear on this fall’s 
fans: With all the nasty hubbub surrounding installment of the reality show. The hook? You'll choose from 12 U.S. athletes competing in the 
hockey’s first family, what are Sgt. Lassard and Winter Olympics. Voting is open on nbcolympics.com through February 26. —T.G. 
the Police Academy gang supposed to think? 


VIRGINIA SHERWOOD / NBC UNIVERSAL 


A word of caution to whichever Olympic hero makes 
the show: The Donald bows to no one. 


WARNER BROTHERS / ZUMA PRESS 


YOU HEARD IT HERE 


‘After five years, it’s time to give up 
the hunt for the next Dale Earnhardt.’ 


—NASCAR Insider Lee Spencer (page 73) 


EA SPORTS 


Hey, there aren’t sideline walls in 
football ... or are there? 


G) GET IT BEFORE IT’S HOT 
Hut, hut, throw all day 
Love football video games? Hate to run the 


eed : : ; ; ball? Grab EA Sports’ Arena Football and start 
Al Michaels and John ~ re Mike Tirico, Joe Theismann mashing that aa button. 


‘the Real Bus’ Madden inales 4 ) and Tony Kornheiser it's easy to master the pass-happy game play, 


Media buffet bject of color analyst’s « References to his playing days | which lets you control the quarterback or a receiver. 
a eee The rules governing linebacker blitzes make defense 
Air and “Cruiser” : w arrives by Carpooling in Kornheiser's tricky. Monitoring fatigue is crucial because six of 
99 Camry the eight players on each team go both ways. 

- —————— J Drawbacks? Most sports fans are as likely to be 
$550 mil by ABC OR tor : $1.1 bil (really) by ESPN able to name three Arena League players as they are 
the Three Tenors. The playbooks aren't extensive, and 
there are no play-by-play announcers. But the game's 
Stephen A. Smith fast pace and novelty make it fun. —Seth Elkin 


IDA MAE ASTUTE / ABC 


Tim McGraw? ; ; is ... —o Mike Tirico? 


Dennis Miller 


_ hockey team as backup goaltender >> Report: Mizzou eyeing Tarkanian to replace Snyder >> Super Bowl loss ‘more than made up for by Pro Bowl start, Hasselbeck says 
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The week ahead in sports 


THI S GOTTA SEE All times Eastern 
SAT 18 


Watch the LeBron-less, Amare-less dunk 
contest (8:30 p.m.) if you have the time, 
but TNT's lead-in programming demands 
your attention. Magic Johnson, Doug 
Collins and Kenny Smith add to the 
league's famed 1996 list in NBA’s 50 
Greatest Players: TNT’s Next 10 

(6 p.m.), followed by Greatest Dunk 
Ever (7 p.m.), in which the likes of Dr. J 
and that Michael Jordan fella make a 
mockery of this year’s jam session. 


KIRTHMON DOZIER / AP 


SUN 19 


Daytona 500 (1:30 

p.m., NBC). See our 

preview on page 50. 

@ if you’re such a 

devout nonracing fan that you won't watch Daytona, 
perhaps the Michael Jordan Celebrity 
Invitational (2 p.m., ESPN), with Roger Clemens, 
Charles Barkley and Brett Hull among the hackers, 
is more your speed. 

@ NBA All-Star Game (8:30 p.m., TNT). Revel in 
such bedrock fundamentals as not passing, not 
playing defense and not trying very hard. 


Saas 


COMING AT YOU» 


In the March 3 issue 


Large and in charge. The biggest, baddest dude in the 
NFL draft isn't Reggie Bush, Vince Young or Matt Leinart. So who 
is he? You'll have to wait a week to find out. For now, let's just say 
he’s beeping like crazy on the radar screens of every talent 
evaluator in the league. 

@ You want access? We'll give you access—inside the locker room 
of a top 25 men’s basketball team before, during and after one 
of its biggest games of the season. 

@ Is it golf season already? Actually, they've been playing awhile, 
but now that our Sundays are football-free, let’s tee off, shall we? 
@ Daytona 500 coverage—better read fast before it speeds on by. 


Daly Planet 


StubHub! 


www.StubHub.com 1.866.STUBHUB 
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WED 22 


(10:30 p.m., Golf 

Channel). Have 

you caught John 

Daly's reality show 

yet? Holy mother 

of maleness, what 

are you waiting 

for!? This week: 

Big John hangs with Hootie & the 
Blowfish. As if they're going to 
enhance the great man’s appeal. 


TUE 21 


Put that hand 

on your heart 

and don’t be 

afraid to let the boss see you cry—the U.S. 
and Russia engage in a little Olympic 
puckage (2 p.m., USA). Speaking of tears, 
some people will be in touch with their inner 
fairy princesses when Sasha Cohen, Irina 
Slutskaya and company skate the short 
program (8 p.m., NBC). That’s some people. 
Deer jerky! Stat! 


They'll be rockin’ on 
the coasts as 
Nets-Knicks and 
Lakers-Clippers 
go back to back on 
ESPN starting at 

8 p.m. Just 
imagine if there 
were a halfway 
contenderlike team 
among ‘em. 
—Steve Greenberg 


So, what’s Tiger been up to since ’05? 
What do you think? Winning. 


Sports © Concerts 


FRANCOIS MORI / AP 


DENIS POROY / AP 


The Daytona 
1 500. It’s the 

“Super Bowl of 
NASCAR,’ which means 
two things will be 
deafening: the roar of 
car engines and the 
whine of Seahawks 
fans. 


The Winter 

Olympics. 

| was slow to 
warm to Torino, but | 
was won over by the 
Games’ official 
pint-size mascots: Katie 
Couric and Bob Costas. 


Rick Tocchet. 
Should we have 
been suspicious? 
The only time he whistled 
for line changes was 
on his cell phone, 
talking NFL with 
Big Sal in Bayonne. 


NBA 
All-Stars. The 
game is an 


afterthought. I’m all 
about the Skills 
Challenge, especially 
the new one for refs 
and coaches: the Make 
Mark Cuban Shut His 
Pie-Hole Contest. 


The World 
Baseball 
Classic. Times 
change. The Dominican 
Republic is favored 
to win it all. | can 
remember back 
when the pick would've 
been the Little League 
team from Taiwan. 


Score Tickets at the Last Minute! 
e Theater 


~~ “HAROLD 'HINSON FORTSN 


™@ The Super Bowl should have 
been decided by the players on 
the field. All | wanted was a good 
game! Instead, | saw some 
terrible calls by the officials. 

The only reason | finished 
watching the game was for the 
commercials. —Dale Kokesh, 
Rapid City, S.D. 


@ JJ. Redick (TSN, February 10) 
is everything that is right with 
college athletics: He's gifted, 
fundamentally sound, unselfish 
and an excellent student. For his 
efforts, he is cursed, humiliated 
and vilified. Such is the sorry 
state of sportsmanship in this 
country. —Frank Gualtieri, 

Brick, NJ. 


@ Your Colorado student blogger 
(TSN, February 10) epitomizes 


SportingNews.com users 


" 


i Sporting News staff 


TURN 


The officiating in the NFL playoffs was a disgrace. If the NFL had any guts, it 
would do something, but the day that happens is the day Jessica Simpson 
becomes my wife. —Phil Melton, Peoria, III 


the sorry mind-set of Colorado 
fans. It only seems fitting that 
chanting “f— Nebraska” 
constitutes a feeling of pride to 
CU students—the same fans who 
had to be cleared out of the 
stands during the Colorado- 
Nebraska football game last fall 
because they were throwing 
things on the field. Go ahead and 
call Nebraska a “depressing” 
state. I'll take cornfields over 
mountains any day if it means 
fans project class and civility. 
—Joe Haack, Lincoln, Neb. 


@ | would think MLB would pay 
attention to the NFU’s Super Bowl 
schedule. My kids get to watch 
the Super Bow! but cannot watch 
the late-start World Series 
because of school the next day. 
So MLB's strategy is to develop 


fans after they become adults? 
Makes perfect sense—if you're 
trying to submarine your sport. 
—Tom Dechant, Asheville, N.C. 


@ The Spurs and Pistons are 
headed for a rematch (TSN, 
February 10), and | see another 
Finals Game 7. The Suns are 

the Colts of the NBA—they are 
built for the regular season. 
—Spursville via SportingNews.com 


@ | was dumbfounded you left 
Barry Bonds off your list of the top 
20 baseball fantasy players for 
2006 (TSN, February 10). Not only 
is Barry the best baseball player of 
all time, but after rehabbing all 
season long, he still hit a home 
tun about every eight at-bats 

when he returned last year. 

—Ryan Cohen, Foster City, Calif. 
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5LOG ON 


From your blogs on sportingnews.com 


RE: 
Posted by ymike_pdx 

The Trail Blazers are one of the 
worst teams in the Western 
Conference. And yet | find I’m pretty 
happy. Why? It's been a few months 
since any of them has acted like an 
idiot on the court or in a press 
conference or had any disruptive 
off-court issues. And the young players 
have been growing as they absorb the 
teachings of Nate McMillan. They've 
recently gone through a few stretches 
where they look like a real NBA team. 


RE: 
Posted by lanz1 

The NHL was about to get a shot in 
the arm with the Olympics. Instead, it 
got a kick in the butt. Unfortunately for 
the NHL, along came the New Jersey 
State Police, Rick Tocchet and Janet 
Jones (who happens to be Mrs. 
Hockey God). Wayne Gretzky denies 
any involvement in the gambling 
scandal, but we are talking about his 
wife and his best friend. He had to 
have known what was going on. 


RE: 
Posted by meesho33 

Well, we are a few weeks into the 
“Wally World” era in Boston, and let’s 
just say | am pretty sure that Clark 
Griswold had more fun during his visit. 
While | am not yet ready to write off 
this team completely, the Celtics’ 
March 1 homecoming from a 
four-game West Coast swing 
could be more like a memorial for 
the '05-06 season. 


Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 


‘It really pisses me off how once 
the Super Bowl ends, everybody 
turns their attention to college 
basketball. Hello, people—college 
hoops starts in November. This is 
a great sport and there are 
awesome story lines throughout 
the first three months, so maybe 
next year let’s pay a little more 
attention to the hardwood and 
not have our entire concentration 
on the overrated NFL.’ 

—John in Greenville, S.C., 

on the Rick Ballou Show 
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Biting at just $4000, 


EVERYONE. 


FOLDING CAMPING TRAILER 


TYPE A MOTORHOME 


FREE DVD oc CD-ROM 


GoRVing.com or 1-888-Go RVing 


Go RVing. 


THERE'S AN RV FOR | 


XIN 
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L ¢ Joe 
Buck 


> FOX Sports’ lead play-by-play announcer for the NFL and MLB > Frequent oe on » Sporting News Radio 


A California dream come true 


id you ever get to 

do something you 

never thought you 

would? Well, | did, 

and now! can die. 
Last week, I played golf in 
the AT&T Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am on the Monterey 
Peninsula. 

Oh, my God, was it 
fun—and intense. In 
honor of my first trip to 
the most beautiful place I 
have ever seen, | offer a 
thank you and an 
apology. First, the thank 
you, to Lance Barrow, the 
brilliant CBS golf 
producer. I had the 
chance of a lifetime on 
No. 18 at Pebble, and for 
the first time in my life, I 
delivered. With the 
television cameras 
rolling, I hit it onto the green of this 
majestic par-5 overlooking the Pacific in 
two. I two-putted for a birdie and levitated 
off the green, feeling like the heavyweight 
champion of the world. Lance is the man 
who called for my approach shot and putts 
to make it on to national television. It was 
the hole of my life, and those who were 
tuned in to the USA Network saw the 
climax. It is one of those moments I will 
always keep with me. I had congratulatory 
e-mails from guys I had forgotten about— 
to them, I seem like one fantastic golfer. 

The first tee at Pebble Beach is as 
intense as any place on earth. When they 
announce your 
name and your 
hometown, you 
get heckled by 
Giants fans, and 
when you tee that ball up, your head is 
spinning. It feels like the moment before 
you take the big dive on a roller coaster. 
Your heart is racing, and the golf club feels 
like a telephone pole in your hands. 

All | wanted was to get out of there 
without injuring myself or a fan in the right 
rough. TaylorMade outfitted me with 
clothes and clubs, and after my first-hole 
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Technically, Arron Oberholser 
got his first PGA title at 
Pebble Beach. But your real 
winner is right here. 


bogey, | half-expected one 
of their reps to come out 
and ask me to take off 
their hat and give the 
sticks back. That didn’t 
happen, so | was fully 
clothed for my glorious 
finish on basic cable. 

My first day at Pebble 
was solid, if not 
spectacular. My second 
day at Poppy Hills was 
atrocious. I felt like I was 
swinging the club with 
someone else’s arms. 
Thankfully, my pro was 
Jay Delsing, who is a 
prince of a guy and made 
me laugh instead of cry. 
On Day 3, I hit the ball 
better than I had the first 
two days. I drove it OK 
and made some iron 
shots and a couple of 
sand saves. I felt strong. Too strong, in 
fact. On the very last hole, hole No. 54, it 
happened. My last swipe was at a pitching 
wedge from 120 yards out. It was into the 
wind but out of the first cut where it could 
jump. 

Well, let’s just say I got all of it—which 
brings me to my apology. As my shot 
headed for the green, and then over it, | 
heard a collective gasp from the group of 
fans watching from behind the pin. I 
couldn’t see where it landed because I was 
staring right into the setting sun. Well, I’m 
glad I couldn’t because that way I didn’t 
have to see it bank off the back of the right 
arm of a sweet 


JEFF CHIU / AP 


My heart was racing, and the golf club cynamed 
felt like a telephone pole in my hands. oA | ray 


the first-aid tent 
when | got up there to apologize. She was 
shaken but OK. I was the same. 

It was a poor way to end a great week, 
but there was a silver lining—no television 
camera in the tower. That means, except 
for my group, Donna and the few nimble 
fans who were able to take cover from my 
wedge, it’s like it never happened. Let’s 
just keep it between us friends, OK? 


~Lregame. Lostgame. None of 1t matters if you dout 
BRING YOUR ‘A’ GAME. 
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Fill up the fridge. Find your friends. Fire up the grill. Do just about anything, and go just about anywhere GS RV; 
with an RV. Go to GoRVing.com for a free video and visit an RV dealer. WHAT WILL YOU DISCOVER? 'e) Mg. 
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Wrangler 


presents 


Things ~— 
all sports fans 
must do before they die 


Feel that timeless : 
Winter Olympics vibe | 
~ inLake Placid, NLY. © 

If you survive the — 

~ bobsled, you'll have. 
your own little 
miracle on ice. 

By Matt Crossman 


lhe United States doesn’t have a 
singular sports facility. We're too 
spread out, too provincial, to have one 
place we all call our own. With the 
Olympics in full swing, we need sucha 
place, and | nominate Lake Placid. 

Nestled in the picturesque Adirondack 
Mountains, Lake Placid, N.Y., is home to the 
most compelling sporting event in U.S. 
history. But there’s more to the town than just 
one gold medal-winning hockey team. 

You can rent skates and take a few laps 
where Eric Heiden won five gold medals; the 
outdoor rink still is right in front of the high 
school. Just leave your stuff in the changing 
area—nobody’ll mess with it. A Zamboni 
cleans the ice between open skate sessions. 


On a recent Friday night, hundreds of people—flirty teenagers, parents 
with young children, tourists—strapped on the blades and worked up a 


Wrangler Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 
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Team USA celebrated in 1980 after beating 
the Russians. Our writer (cowering in the 
blue helmet, top) celebrated after escaping 
two Avalanche rides with his life. 


AP 


sweat inside their 37 layers of fleece. 

The town is proud of its heritage but doesn’t 
overdo it. | once went to Mark Twain’s 
hometown of Hannibal, Mo., and was appalled 
at how many Huck Finn pancakes and Tom 
Sawyer ice cream sundaes were available. 
Thankfully, | saw no Mike Eruzione hoagies or 
Jim Craig pizzas. There’s no point in beating 
tourists over the head with the 1932 and 1980 
Olympic legacies. You can walk, ski and 
bobsled on the places where history was made. 

And, of course, there is the Miracle on Ice. 
You can’t peek into the rink without getting 
goosebumps. Ask around town and it won't 
take you long to find somebody who was 
there. The very first person I asked a) was a 
big hockey fan, b) was 13 at the time, c) snuck 


into the game and d) spent a good chunk of it chasing girls. That is the 
greatest ever “Where were you when?” story. 


Wrangler Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 
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So | went bobsledding ... 


My bobsled’s name, painted on the side, inspires little confidence: 
Avalanche. Don’t avalanches careen down mountains out of control? I am 
at the top of (well, halfway up) Mount Van Hoevenberg intending to get to 
the bottom. Can't there be a better name for this thing than Avalanche? 
What do they call the ice fishing shanty, Breakthrough? 

As I strap on my helmet—all worthy journalistic endeavors require a 
helmet—I wonder what my pilot, David Allen, looks like. As we saddle up, 
all I can see is his back. If I’m going to put my life in somebody’s hands, I'd 


ZIP UP, STRAP IN, AND 
RIDE LIKE THE WIND 


= What: Two-man bobsled 
= and luge rocket rides. 


= Where: Verizon Sports 
Complex, just outside Lake 
? Placid, N.Y. 


= How much: Winter 
© bobsled rides are $40 for 
~ adults, $30 for children 12 
and under. Luge and 
summer bobsled rides are 
$30. All riders must be at 
least 48 inches tall. 


When: Depends on the 
weather. Call ahead at 
(518) 523-4436. 
Reservations can be made. 


What to wear: In winter, 
layers—and lots of them. 
Don’t even think of going on 
Mount Van Hoevenberg 
without boots, gloves and a 
hat. 


For more information: 
orda.org or (518) 523-4436. 


JIM McKNIGHT / AP 


It’s a beautiful little town, so quaint and, uh, placid. (OK, that was bad.) 


like to see that somebody’s face. | know he 
wears glasses because they rest on the nose 
of the sled. They look a little fogged to me. A 
little thicker than I'd like, too. 

A light snow adds to what has been 
on the ground in the Adirondacks since 
Thanksgiving. A speaker plays “Reelin’ in the 
Years” by Steely Dan. In the distance before 
me is the ominous Olympic ski jump, from 
which crazy people are launched. 

I'm sitting much closer to my driver than I 
would in any other circumstance. I’m holding 
on to a strap—not tightly enough, as I will 
find out on the way down. Before we start, 
Allen tells me to sit up straight. But if] sit up 
straight, I'll see only the back of his head. So 
once we get going, | lean slightly to my right, 
which is great because I can see where we're 
going and that enhances the feeling of speed. 
The only downside is it feels like frozen razor 
blades are slicing through my eyeballs. Also, 
leaning outside bangs me left and right, not 
the safest thing in the world at 60 mph. I conk 
my helmet a time or two on the side of 
Avalanche. We pull two G's, both of which 
push my head down into my lap. I have no 
idea whether the run takes 30 seconds or 2 
minutes. Then, suddenly, we’re at the end. 
Well, almost. How about another ride? 


Py. 


Stop in and pay your respects 


The 1932 & 1980 Lake Placid Winter Olympic Museum 
Downtown Lake Placid, N.Y. Adjacent to the Olympic hockey 
arena and speedskating rink. 
$4. Children 6 and younger: free. 
Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(518) 523-1655, ext. 226. 


You can skate where Eric Heiden 


How cool is that? And unlike these kids, you know who he is. 


Getting there 


In the northeastern corner 
of New York, Lake Placid is 
hard to get to. There are no 
major airports within an 
hour's drive. Most locals 
fly out of Albany, N.Y., or 
Burlington, Vt. The length 
of the ride to and from 
those places depends on 
the weather and traffic, but 
expect at least two hours. The 
town offers a wide range of 
accommodations, from mom and 
pop roadside inns to quaint lodges to 
corporate hotels. Room prices are 


reasonable but spike during peak travel times. 
For more details, check out lakeplacid.com. 


won five golds. 


Lake Placid 
Vermont 
New York 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
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ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL NASCAR driver Randy LaJoie was snug as a 
sparkplug in a rug as rains washed out practice last week at Daytona. 


PAUL KIZZLE / AP 


Sports talk wi Mac Powell 


Singer for the Grammy-winning group Third Day 
and a fan of the Braves, Crimson Tide and NASCAR 


and watch these 
cars go round 

and round?” Then 
we were asked to 
play at Daytona 
three years ago. 
When you get there 
and you hear the 
cars start up and 


there more 
Chevys than 
Fords?” 
TSN: You 
can have three 
athletes over 
for dinner. 
POWELL: Hammerin’ Hank 
has got to be one of them. Do 
they have to be alive? Because 
Ted Williams would be one of 
them. Technically, he may come 
back in the future. Henry Aaron, 
Ted Williams and let's go with— 
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Shhh! Waltrip may drive a Dodge, but 
he’s still Powell’s favorite driver. 


TSN: Let's start with your 
Daytona 500 pick. 
POWELL: | have to go with 


my man, Michael Waltrip. | used 


to swear against NASCAR. | 
always went, “Why in the world 
would anybody want to sit here 
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POWELL: It’s like 
when your favorite 
player leaves to play for someone 
else in the same division. I'm still 
going to pull for Michael. But I’ve 
got to stick with my “home team.’ 
At the end of the race, I’m 
definitely looking at the top 10 
and saying, “How'd we do? Are 


before the race. People are 
coming up to them. There’s no 
way l’d want to be doing that 
right before | go on stage. 

—Matt Crossman 


For more from Powell, check 
out Matt Crossman’s blog on 


€ 
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A NEW GENERATION OF WRANGLER 


TEST DRIVE A PAIR TODAY 
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Baseball's Act 1— 
spring training— 

is just beginning, 

so grab a program, 
settle into your seat 
and catch up on all 
the changes since 
the White Sox took 
their bows 

By Stan McNeal 


ew lines in sports renew 
hope like this simple 
sentence: Pitchers and 
catchers reported this 


week. Though only 344 
months have passed 
since the White Sox 
swept the Astros on 
baseball’s biggest stage—quick, 
name the World Series MVP—it 
seems longer. Perhaps that’s 
because so much changed during 
the offseason. 
@ A ton of players—213 by our 
count—found new teams. 
@ Tougher steroids testing was 
put into place. A first offense now 


¢ signings and the 
t to gain—and lose. 


ason moves will play 
strological signs. 


Damon has his Bronx cheer 
down, but he might have a tough 
time hailing a taxi in midtown 
Manhattan if he doesn’t ignite 
the Bombers’ offense. 
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means a 50-game suspension, 
compared with 10 games last year. 
(Note to anyone who believes this 
will completely clean up the 
game: There still is no testing for 
human growth hormones). 

@ The Blue Jays moved 
uptown in large part by 
throwing more than $100 million 


for spring 


Only two weeks remain before 
the World Baseball Classic begins 
and so much still is unknown. Is 
Cuba in? Officially yes, though 
some suspect it may pull out. 
What about A-Rod? In, for the 
United States, at least until he 
changes his mind again. What 
about Barry Bonds? He’s out. 
Mark Mulder? Is he really going to 
pitch for the Netherlands? This 
much is known: Key spring dates 
won't be the same because of the 
WBC. 

The final 
reporting date. If a player hasn't 
shown up to camp by now, he’d 
better have a good excuse. 

The first full day of 
exhibition games in Florida and 
Arizona and the opening of the 
WBC in Tokyo. 

The WBC opens in 
the United States and Puerto 
Rico. The U.S. plays Mexico in 
Phoenix, but the game of the day 
is the Dominican Republic vs. 
Venezuela in Orlando. Those 
teams could meet three times 
before the March 20 
championship in San Diego. 

The Cubs make 
the trek to Tucson to play their 
South Side rivals. The champs 
head to Mesa for a rematch on 
March 27. 

Red Sox vs. Yankees 
at Tampa, and everyone who 
participated in the World Baseball 
Classic should be back at their 
day jobs. That means Johnny 
Damon could play his first game 
as a Yankee against his old team. 

The Twins become the 
last club to break camp as they 
head north after playing their 
Class AAA affiliate in Fort Myers. 
Oh yes, and the regular season 
begins when the White Sox play 
host to the Indians. —S.M. 
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at two pitchers: A.J. Burnett, a 
starter with a sub-.500 career 
record, and B.J. Ryan, who 

has been a closer for all of 

one season. The A’s, Pirates, 
Royals and Rangers were other 


middling-market clubs that moved 


closer to a place on the big stage. 

@ Red Sox savior Theo Epstein 
quit his job as general manager, 
then returned in a soap opera 
scene in which it was difficult to 
determine who was the hero and 
who was the villain. 

@ The Dodgers started over— 
again. This time, the consensus is 
they have found the right leading 
man in general manager Ned 
Colletti. 

@ The Marlins, who were 
World Series champs this time 
two years ago, garnered bad 
reviews for breaking up their act. 
More than a dozen players from 


Se 
Florida or Arizona fur épring training? Well, if you like the A’s, h 


LOCATION Florida is home to more teams, 18-12, 
including glamour clubs such as the Yankees, Red Sox, 
Cardinals and Braves. Both states have plenty of sunshine 
and warm weather. The Key difference: Florida has more 
beaches—663 miles compared to zero. Edge: 

GETTING AROUND Nine teams train in the Phoenix area, 
and three others are two hours down the freeway in Tucson. 
Florida has teams spread from Fort Lauderdale to 
Kissimmee. Florida also has more two-lane roads and 


senior drivers. Edge: Cactus 


BALLPARKS The Grapefruit League has everything from 
the charm of Dodgertown to Disney's Cracker Jack Stadium 
to a mini replica of Yankee Stadium at Legends Field. The 
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last year’s team were dispersed 
to contenders in both leagues. 

@ The National League 
champion Astros said goodbye to 
Roger Clemens (though another 
encore remains in the offing) and 
made it clear they want Jeff 
Bagwell, their all-time leading 
slugger, to take a bow and go 
bye-bye. 

@ In the biggest move of the 
offseason, center fielder Johnny 
Damon cleaned up his look and 
joined his former enemy. By 
moving from Boston to New York, 
Damon becomes the latest star to 
enter the never-ending glare that 
comes with being a Yankee, 
following Mike Mussina (2001), 
Jason Giambi (02), Hideki Matsui 
(03), Alex Rodriguez and Gary 
Sheffield (04) and Randy Johnson 
(05). All have something else in 
common: None has won a World 


PEFRUITvs,CACTUS — 


ih 
ead to Phoenix. 
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Series in the Bronx. 

Though the Yankees enter 
spring training as Vegas’ favorites 
to win the World Series, someone 
first will have to stop the White 
Sox. That won't be easy. 

After blowing through the 
postseason with an 11-1 record 
(thanks in part to World Series 
MVP Jermaine Dye), the 
champions enjoyed arguably the 
best offseason of any team. 

They re-signed their leading 
slugger, Paul Konerko. They 
traded for one of the game's 
best power hitters, Jim Thome. 
And they strengthened what 
already was the game’s deepest 
rotation by dealing for Javier 
Vazquez. 

With an offseason like that, the 
White Sox appear to be in no 
hurry to give up their spot on 
center stage. TSN 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Cactus League has convenient two-team complexes in 
Surprise, Peoria and Tucson, but only refurbished 
Scottsdale Stadium measures up to the nicest parks in the 
Grapefruit League. Edge: 


EXTRACURRICULARS The Hurricane on St. Pete Beach 


and the Beachcomber on Clearwater Beach are old-school 
favorites, but no area in the Grapefruit League rivals the hot 
spots of downtown Scottsdale. If you can't find any baseball 
folks at Don & Charlie’s, Dos Gringos or the Salty Senorita, 


check the Fashion Square Mall. Edge: Cactus 


BOTTOM LINE Sorry to take the easy way out, but hey, it’s 
spring training. There are no losers. Go to where your 
favorite team is based and you can’t go wrong. —S.M. 
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The premium summer UHP tire that masters the road. 
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VENTUS way Hankook Tire moves technology forward every day. 
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A QUICK 
REVIEW 


TSN’s baseball 
critics evaluate the 
production put on 
by baseball’s front 
offices this 
offseason. 


White Sox The champs 
got better by adding 
power (Jim Thome) and 


Blue Jays Sure, they 
overspent, but how else 
could they close the 
gap? 


The world champion 
White Sox and the 
Blue Jays soaked up 
the offseason 
spotlight, but a few 
other teams—the 
Yankees, Rangers, 
Cubs, Dodgers, Mets 
and A’s among 
them—have reason 
to take a bow or doff 
their caps. The 
Marlins, well, they’re 
getting the hook. 


pitching (Javier Vazquez). 
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Colletti is only 
a G.M., but his hiring may have 
been the move of the offseason. 
Mets They now have the star 
power to rival their pinstriped 
neighbors’. 
Yankees Two-for-one: Johnny 
Damon's departure hurts the 
Red Sox and helps the Yankees. 


HalKOOK 


tkoiksk Red Sox Damon is gone, but Manny—so 
far—and Theo—somehow—are back. 


Royals Two reasons Royals fans will need to spell check 
their scorecards: Grudzielanek and Mientkiewicz. 
Athletics Billy Beane has assembled a nice supply of 
trading chips for the season. 

Pirates Three new veteran regulars give new manager 
Jim Tracy more to work with than he had in L.A. last year. 
Rangers The rotation—finally!—will be improved, plus 
they got rid of Alfonso Soriano’s contract. 


kts Orioles New pitching coach Leo Mazzone will 
make a difference. Ramon Hernandez will, too. 

Cubs They improved their bullpen, defense and speed. Not 
sure anu the offense. 

rdinals Another solid but unspectacular job of finding the 
nestled pieces. 
Padres The N.L. West champs will have four new regulars, but 
how many will be upgrades? 
Mariners They made history by being the first team to sign a 
Japanese catcher. He’s good, too. 


kx Braves The trade for Edgar 


Renteria was nice, but they 
also should have brought in a closer. 
Ir s Kudos for getting the best of 
the Red Sox in Coco Crisp deal. 

Rockies The new veterans will help a 
bullpen that needed helping. 
Tigers Kenny Rogers and Todd Jones 
will bolster the pitching staff, but can 
Ju peed manage today's players? 

S They tweaked the roster 
Sncligh to have a shot at improving on 
last year's 81 wins. 


*y Diamondbacks They opted 
for quantity over quality when 
uaaine lio Glaus and Vazquez. 

S They made changes at second 
and third, which were problem spots, 
but that doesn’t guarantee 
improvement. 

illies With the departures of Billy 
Wagner and Thome, they lost more 
than they gained. 

5 They weren't expected to do 

reer eid they didn’t. 
Nationals Jim Bowden's spunk in 
making the Soriano deal was 
admirable—but how will it all play out? 


tr ads Giving up Sean Casey 
for Dave Williams didn’t exactly 

excite the masses. 

Astros The Roger Clemens and Jeff 

Bagwell situations are causing 

uncomfortable times for the N.L. 

abil 

ingels They should have gone for 


Manny. 


; It's past time to do 
soning with Joey Gathright, Aubrey 
Huff and Julio Lugo. 


ROTTEN TOMATOES 
Marlins Hey, Miguel and Dontrelle: 
Turn out the lights on your way out. 
—Comments by S.M. 
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Rites of spring: 


Todd Jones 


Roadkill, stalkers and buff lite 


I'm due in Lakeland, Fla., this 
week to begin training with my 
old/new team, the Tigers. A few 
questions (and answers) about 
the whole spring thing: 

TSN: What do you remember 
about your first spring training? 

JONES: One day some buddies 
and I snuck up to the field to 
watch the big-leaguers work 
out. We watched (Astros 
lefthander) Jim Deshaies throw 
a bullpen session, and we made 
so much fun of him because of 
how slow he threw. We said when 
we got to the big leagues we were 
going to come to spring training 
and throw cheese in our first 
bullpen. That year, I went 
12-10 with more than 100 walks in 
Class A. Deshaies pitched 
200-plus innings with an ERA in 
the 3s. So what did we know? 

TSN: Best spring training 
ballpark? 

JONES: Tossup between 
Legends Field in Tampa and the 
Disney complex. Both sell out a 
lot. In Arizona, all the parks are the 
same. They're all at the base of 
some mountain range, and there’s 
a lot of cactus. In Tucson, you 
have to watch out for wild pigs 
at night. Rick White accidentally 
hit one with his car and brought 
the carcass to the ballpark the 


next day and set it in Todd 
Helton’s locker behind his 
jersey. 

TSN: Best offseason move? 

JONES: Billy Wagner to the 
Mets. Matt Morris to the Giants— 
they’re my prediction to go to the 
World Series. The most interesting 
move is Roger Clemens waiting to 
sign for about eight to 10 mil with 
anybody he wants. | love players 
who take chances. 

TSN: Do you expect to see a 
difference in the size of some 
players because of the tougher 
steroids testing? 

JONES: The size of players will 
be back to normal. I had no idea 
steroids were this far-reaching. 

TSN: Favorite thing about 
spring training? 

JONES: Everybody has a shot. 
The fans are close, so you can 
interact and not feel bad because 
the games don’t matter. 

TSN: What's the best advice for 
fans seeking autographs? 

JONES: Don’t stalk players at 
the park the moment they get out 
of their car. Let them get in, get 
dressed and have breakfast. 
Then, between stations, you can 
hit guys up for ’graphs. 


Todd Jones i is a reliever for the Tigers. 
E-mail him at in 


Competition is a good thing 


Not everyone is guaranteed a job heading into 
spring training. Some camp battles worth watching: 
Tigers center Helder Curtis Granderson has 

power potential. Nook Logan has blazing speed. 
Neither is a stellar fielder. 
Angels. cateher This might come down to offense 


vs, defense: Rookie Jeff Mathis showed hitting skills in 

the minors; Jose Molina is a proven big-league receiver. 
YouWhees rotations Righthanders Carl Pavano, 

Chien-Ming Wang and Shawn Chacon lead.five, perhaps six, 

pitchers gunning for the three spots behind Randy Johnson 


and Mike Mussina. 


Helle setond lesen. Tony Womack is-ahead of Rich 
Aurilia and Ryan Freel entering camp. Freel’s versatility 
guarantees him a spot with the club. Aurilia is next in-line if 
third baseman: Edwin Encarnacion fatters. 

Cardinals 4h Helter: So Taguchi will take on Larry 
Bigbie-and John Rodriguez. Tagucht is the best fielder. 
Rodriguez-starred. in. winter ball; Bigbie:has power 
potential and Says his. foot injury-has healed. — Jom Gatto 
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Forget the “experts’”—let the stars tell 
you which players will shine and which 
ones will burn out in their new digs. 

ARIES OF Milton Bradley, A’s. You 
are the god of war, battling your opponents 
to the death. You're just as hard on your 
teammates. 

TAURUS RHP Josh Beckett, Red Sox. Your bullish 
nature will make you successful in your new 
arena—when you're not sidelined with a sore 
hoof. 

GEMINI! DH Frank Thomas, A’s. 

You will struggle with your twin nature. 
Unfortunately, the lame-footed bench 
jockey will emerge, not the All-Star 
slugger. 

CANCER CF Preston Wilson, Astros. 
Your new shell will fit you well. Lots of home 


Offseason moves that 


deserved more attention 


¢ Pedro 
& Martinez gave the club a heart. If Lo Duca can 
provide the soul, maybe New York's other team 
still will have a pulse come the postseason. 
FR 2B Mark Loretta to the Red Sox. 
1 Chew on this, Sox Nation: Mark Bellhorn whiffed 289 times in the past two 
seasons; Loretta has struck out 262 times in the past six. 
LHP J.C. Romero to the Angels. L.A. really needed a top-notch lefthanded 
) reliever. Romero really wanted out of Minnesota. Two problems, one solution. 


j OF/IF Rob Mackowiak to the White Sox. The champs jumped at the chance to get a 
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runs—and strikeouts—are in your future. wm solid lefthanded hitter who can play six positions. 

LEO CF Juan Pierre, Cubs. You will reign like a lion in 3B Bill Mueller to the Dodgers. This was perhaps new general manager Ned Colletti’s best 
your new ivy jungle. Stolen bases shall be your scepter and & move. The switch-hitting Mueller, a career .292 batter, buys time for uberprospect Andy 
runs scored your crown, LaRoche. —Ryan Fagan 


VIRGO 2B Luis Castillo, Twins. It may be your first 
time in the A.L., but you will quickly show you are 
virtuous in defense of your position. 

LIBRA RHP Orlando Hernandez, 
Diamondbacks. The kings weighed 
your value and exiled you to the 

desert. You're experienced and wise, 

but that won't be enough. 
SCORPIO CF Coco Crisp, 

Red Sox. You're stepping into a big 
shadow, but your feet and bat give you 
enough sting to fill it. 

SAGITTARIUS RHP Adam Eaton, 


Players with the most to... 


LOSE 


RHP Sidney Ponson, Cardinals. His ERA and time spent in 
1 court/jail are on the rise. Once a 17-game winner, Ponson 
settled for an incentive-laden deal. 
| 2B Bret Boone, Mets. From the All-Star Game to the trash 
: bin in no time. Spring training could be Boone's last chance to 
save his career. 
® IF/OF Eric Hinske, Blue Jays. With a logjam at the corner 
® infield spots, Toronto will try Hinske in the outfield. If the 
desperation move fails, we'll be looking at the next Marty Cordova 
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z Rangers. Petco Park, a pitchers paradise, Ben Gri 

= made it easy for you to hunt for outs, but you will become - ‘ rc ghee Saka . ’ : 

2 the hunted in Ameriquest Field, a pitchers Hades. | OF Luis Matos, Orioles. The team is loaded with outfield options, and there isn’t much 
2 CAPRICORN RHP A.J. E trade interest in the oft- -injured speedster. 


Dmitri Young and Chris Shelton play the same positions—and can 


Burnett, Blue Jays. 
@ hit lefthanders. Without a strong spring, Pena will be pulling splinters, not fastballs. —Chris Bahr 


You have found —_— 
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fails to make the “ a : | LHP Francisco Liriano, Twins. The hard thrower will challenge 


playoffs. a a another hot prospect, RHP Scott Baker, for the fifth starter job 
AQUARIUS) = os ; and hopes to prove himself after Minnesota refused to trade him this 
2B Junior | offseason. 
Spivey, rR The slick-fielding youngster has the 2 
Cardinals. With = position by default after potential deals for a veteran fell through. S 
the suns Pujols arty WY Cedeno can end the trade talk with a successful spring at the plate. 3 
rin hing % RHP Juan Dominguez, Rangers. He wants to begin 2006 where 3 
soui’al suBani oftHstialle i he ended '05—in Texas’ rotation. There are a lot of guys challenging 3 


him for the fifth spot, but he looked good late last season. 
3 : SS B.J Upton and OF Delmon Young, Devil Rays. Big springs from one or both of the 
PISCES CF Steve Finley, Giants. Your sudden drop in J 
production last season was fishy. So is adding a soon-to-be = club’s stud prospects might force the Rays to find spots for them in the lineup. 
41-year-old to a team that already was too old. Shawn Reid [= OF Jason Michaels, Indians. He will get an opportunity to play every day after being a 


= versatile backup with the Phillies. His biggest spring challenge might be making fans forget 
Coco Crisp. —Erin Farrell 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Cigar 
Smoking Can Cause Cancers Of The Mouth 
And Throat, Even If You Do Not Inhale. 


www.cigarworld.com 
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The timeless rhythms of the game of baseball 
never change. Neither do the uncompromising 


steps that make every Macanudo the last word 
in smooth, mellow taste. And that’s how MACAN U DO. 
Macanudo inspires the passion that makes it An American Passion 


America’s best-selling premium cigar. 


Imported from the Dominican Republic in four distinctive tastes. 
MACANUDO CAFE / MACANUDO ROBUST / MACANUDO MADURO / MACANUDO VINTAGE 
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cuicaco White Sox 


>*NEWCOMERS: IF/OF Rob Mackowiak, 

DH Jim Thome, RHP Javier Vazquez. 

BEST CASTING: The White Sox still are 

based on pitching and defense, and the addition 

of Vazquez will help the rotation remain one of the 

game's deepest this season and beyond. With all 

four returning starters surpassing 200 innings in 

2005—and many of those innings were 

pressure-filled—G.M. Ken Williams wanted to 

make sure his staff was reinforced. Vazquez alsois Vazquez 

very capable of 200-plus innings. 

WORST CASTING: The White Sox were able to fill a void by shipping Aaron Rowand to the Phillies 
for Thome, who is a quality clubhouse presence and a prolific slugger. But Rowand was a galvanizing force 
on the club and is one of the top defensive center fielders in the majors—facts that can't be overlooked. 
Rowand's departure might affect a pitching staff that focuses on getting hitters to put the ball in play. 


BEN MARGOT / AP 


Toronto Blue Jays 


*sNEWCOMERS: RHP A.J. Burnett, 3B Troy Glaus, IF John 
McDonald, C Bengie Molina, 1B Lyle Overbay, C Jason Phillips, 
LHP B.J. Ryan. 
BEST CASTING: Acquiring Glaus from Arizona brings back some 
of the power Toronto lost when 1B Carlos Delgado left. Glaus could hit 
30 to 40 home runs this season. Having him bat cleanup also should 
provide protection for CF Vernon Wells. The risk is having Glaus, who 
played with a knee ailment last season, working full time on the 
FieldTurf in Toronto. If he stays healthy, his bat will be a valuable asset. 
WORST CASTING: Gold Glove 2B Orlando Hudson, sent to 
Arizona in the Glaus deal, will be replaced by second-year player 
Aaron Hill, who has played 22 games at second. Having Glaus at third 
and Overbay at first will push IF Eric Hinske to the outfield, where he 
has played no games in the big leagues. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: Burnett strengthens the top of the rotation. 


CRITIC’S REVIEW: Williams, understanding that standing pat might not produce another World 
Series title, has made this team even stronger. Thome can protect 1B Paul Konerko and improve an 
inconsistent offense. Vazquez improves one of baseball's best rotations. Mackowiak, who played six 
positions in 2005, is the perfect utilityman for a team managed by Ozzie Guillen, who likes to make 


liberal use of his bench to keep his starters fresh. —Scott Merkin 


Assuming Ryan closes games like he did for the Orioles last season, 
he will add consistency to the bullpen—and Glaus and Overbay will 
provide some pop in the middle of the lineup. Those additions, along 
with the talented young group already in place, could put the Jays 
back in the running for a playoff berth. —Jordan Bastian 


4 STARS 


Los ANGELES Dodgers 


*sNEWCOMERS: C Sandy Alomar, RHP Danys 
Baez, RHP Lance Carter, SS Rafael Furcal, 
1B Nomar Garciaparra, LHP Tim Hamulack, 
OF Kenny Lofton, 3B Bill Mueller, RHP Jae Seo, 
RHP Brett Tomko. 
BEST CASTING: It wasn’t a smooth or pretty 
process, but the general manager search apparently 
landed the perfect person for putting the franchise 
back on track. Ned Colletti inherited a jumbled 
roster and no manager. He immediately made a 
furious overhaul. He overpaid for Furcal to get a 
legitimate leadoff hitter, pulled a surprise by 
resurrecting Grady Little as manager, stabilized third 
base with Mueller and found protection for 
2B Jeff Kent by signing Garciaparra. 
WORST CASTING: With so many holes to fill, 
Colletti could not devote enough money to acquire 
a prime-time hitter. The infield must produce 
because the outfield is 
dependent on the dubious 
hope J.D. Drew and Jayson 
Werth can stay healthy. 
CRITIC’S REVIEW: After 
the departures of manager Jim 
Tracy and general manager 
Paul DePodesta, Colletti 
restored order. He rebuilt the 
lineup with veteran winners, 
added two starting pitchers 
and acquired another closer in 
Baez while keeping the farm 
system almost intact. The 
strategy is to win now while 
buying time for the young 
talent to develop. —Ken Gurnick 


NICK UT / AP 


Colletti and Garciaparra 
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new york Mets 


>sNEWCOMERS: OF Endy Chavez, 1B Carlos 

Delgado, 1B Julio Franco, RHP Jorge Julio, C Paul 

Lo Duca, OF Xavier Nady, RHP Duaner Sanchez, 

RHP Steve Schmoll, IF Jose Valentin, LHP Billy Wagner. 

» BEST CASTING: Wagner was a wise investment; 

he is a significant upgrade over former closer Braden 

Looper. Acquiring Delgado, a proven lefthanded run 

producer, was essential. He will help balance a lineup 

heavy on righthanded hitters. 

» WORST CASTING: Neither the rotation nor the setup 

relief appears as reliable as it was last year. The trades of 

RHPs Jae Seo and Kris Benson brought needed bullpen help. But 
RHP Aaron Hellman, who was effective as a setup man last year, and RHP Victor Zambrano, who is 
inconsistent, will have to fill their spots in the rotation. Heilman’s move hurts the most because 
there isn’t a proven replacement for him. 

>> CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Mets started well by acquiring Delgado and Wagner around 
Thanksgiving and Lo Duca well before Christmas. But the team received diminishing returns in 
January, when it dealt Seo and Benson, who combined for 18 victories in 42 starts, for three 
relievers. Two of those relievers, Sanchez and Schmoll, have promise, but Julio is a gamble because 
his numbers have declined three straight years. —Marty Noble 


© Jay DROWNS / TSN 


new york Yankees 


>»sNEWCOMERS: IF Miguel Cairo, CF Johnny Damon, RHP Octavio Dotel, RHP Kyle Farnsworth, 

LHP Mike Myers, C Kelly Stinnett, LHP Ron Villone. 

BEST CASTING: Although Damon does not have a strong arm-it is similar to that of predecessor 
Bernie Williams—he has better range than Williams. Damon's ability to chase down fly balls will help 
LF Hideki Matsui and RF Gary Sheffield, who won't have as much ground to cover in the outfield. By 
inserting Damon into the leadoff position, SS Derek Jeter can return to his customary No. 2 spot, which 
will give the Yankees a 1-2 punch to set up the powerful middle of the lineup. 

WORST CASTING: The Yankees’ decision to let RHP Tom Gordon leave as a free agent could 
prove costly unless Farnsworth steps in and assumes the eighth-inning setup role without a problem. 
Gordon had two very successful regular seasons in the Bronx—he handled the daily pressure to get the 
ball to closer Mariano Rivera. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Yankees entered the offseason with two goals: find a center fielder and 
bolster the bullpen. General manager Brian Cashman did just that. And fitting Damon for pinstripes 
helps the Yankees in several ways: It gives them one of the league's top leadoff hitters, improves their 
defense and takes him away from the rival Red Sox. —Mark Feinsand 
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Boston Red Sox 


2» NEWCOMERS: RHP Josh Beckett, 
CF Coco Crisp, C John Flaherty, SS Alex 
Gonzalez, 2B Mark Loretta, 38 Mike 
Lowell, RHP David Riske, RHP Rudy Seanez, 
1B J.T. Snow, RHP Julian Tavarez. 

BEST CASTING: By acquiring Beckett, 
the Red Sox were one of the few teams to 
add an impact starting pitcher this winter. 
Beckett has the type of competitive drive 
(see the 2003 World Series) that should 
allow him to take his game to another level 
in Boston. He has yet to pitch 200 innings 
in a season, which makes you wonder how 
good he could be if he avoided the disabled 
list. Beckett's presence should lessen the 
load on RHP Curt Schilling, not to mention 
the other pitchers in the rotation. 
WORST CASTING: Letting Mike Myers 
go and not replacing him with another 
proven lefthander was odd, to say the least. 
The submariner joined the Yankees, where 
he gives Boston's top rival a possible 
answer in the late innings for David Ortiz. 
The Red Sox will miss Myers’ ability to fluster 
lefthanded hitters. 

‘CRITIC’S REVIEW: Though it wasn’t 
easy, the Red Sox became a more 
well-rounded team this winter. If he stays 
healthy, Beckett will make a big difference 
at the top of the rotation. The infield 
defense is much improved with Lowell, 
Gonzalez and Loretta, and the bullpen has 
more weapons. Crisp is one of the few 
players who can come close to replacing 
Johnny Damon's production. —/an Browne 


Texas Rangers 


>sNEWCOMERS: RHP Antonio Alfonseca, RHP Adam 
Eaton, RHP John Leicester, RHP Kevin Millwood, 
RHP Akinori Otsuka, RHP Vicente Padilla, OF Brad 


Wilkerson. 


BEST CASTING: Millwood led the A.L. in ERA last 
year and has shown enough durability that the Rangers 
don't have to worry he'll be another Chan Ho Park. For five 
years and $60 million, they're getting a staff leader who is 
capable of producing 15 wins and 200 innings a year. 
Millwood, a former Brave who learned from Greg Maddux, 
Tom Glavine and John Smoltz, can be a good mentor for 


the team’s young pitchers. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


KANSAS ciTy Royals 


NEWCOMERS: C Paul Bako, 
RHP Scott Elarton, RHP Elmer 
Dessens, IF Esteban German, 2B Mark 
Grudzielanek, RHP Joe Mays, 1B Doug 
Mientkiewicz, LHP Mark Redman, 

RF Reggie Sanders. 

BEST CASTING: Grudzielanek 
provides stability at a revolving door 
position, a much-needed No. 2 hitter 
and solid defense on the double play. 
Grudzielanek also is expected to keep 
SS Angel Berroa from losing his focus 
defensively. 

WORST CASTING: The team 
wanted to sign a proven pitcher who 
could boost the staff—someone with 
an aura, an arm and an attitude. What 
the Royals got were Elarton and 
Redman. Each has had one 
outstanding season, but neither has 
carried a team. 

»CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Royals 
may not have acquired everyone they 
wanted, but they did fill their biggest 
needs without surrendering much. 
Sanders will provide some pop and 
give DH Mike Sweeney needed 
protection, and Mientkiewicz and 
Grudzielanek will improve the defense 
on the right side. Redman, Elarton and 
Mays add experience to the rotation. 
All these parts might not function 
perfectly, but give the team an “A’ for 
effort. More punch, better defense and 
veteran pitching could result in 
significant improvement. —Dick Kaegel 


piTsBuRGH Pirates 


Reports by MLB.com fia 


oAKLAND Athletics 


>*sNEWCOMERS: OF Milton Bradley, RHP Esteban Loaiza, 
IF Antonio Perez, DH/1B Frank Thomas. 
BEST CASTING: Assuming Thomas is healthy enough to play 
at least 100 games, his signing was nothing short of a steal. His 
ell presence in the middle of the lineup gives the A’s the 
righthanded power they 
sorely missed the past 
two seasons and should 
provide protection for 
lefty-swinging 3B Eric 
Chavez, who put too 
much pressure on himself 
in 2005. Thomas is the 
embodiment of Oakland's 
wait-and-whack offensive 
philosophy. 
WORST CASTING: 
Joe Kennedy is the only 
lefty in the bullpen, and 
he lacks late-inning 
experience as a reliever. 
In allowing LHP Ricardo 
Rincon to leave—against 
= the wishes of manager 
Thomas Ken Macha-the A's 
might have underestimated the value of having someone who has 
dealt with A.L. West lefthanded hitters such as Hank Blalock, 
Garret Anderson and Raul Ibanez with a game on the line. 
»CRITIC’S REVIEW: The A's had their best offseason in 
years, primarily because they added quality without significantly 
subtracting it for the first time under G.M. Billy Beane. Signing 
Loaiza bumps RHP Kirk Saarloos to the bullpen, thereby adding 
depth to the rotation and the relief corps, and the additions of 
Thomas and Bradley add pop and balance to the offense. 
Scoring Perez in the Bradley deal gives Oakland its most versatile 
bench in years. —Mychael Urban 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


»sNEWCOMERS: RHP Jonah Bayliss, RF Jeromy Burnitz, 1B Sean Casey, RHP Roberto Hernandez, 
LHP Damaso Marte, 3B Joe Randa, RHP Victor Santos. 
BEST CASTING: G.M. Dave Littlefield’s best move of the winter was an addition-by-subtraction 
trade. By dealing LHP Mark Redman, who likely was headed to the bullpen, for Bayliss, he freed up more 
than $4 million. Littlefield’s biggest trade, sending LHP Dave Williams to the Reds for Casey, will pay 
dividends on and off the field. Casey is a three-time All-Star and .305 career hitter who will provide 
veteran leadership for the club’s young nucleus. 
® WORST CASTING: The Bumitz and Randa signings could backfire if both show their age. Burnitz, 36, 
hit 24 home runs last season after hitting 37 in 2004. He’s at an age when many sluggers begin to have 
difficulty catching up to good fastballs. Randa, 36, had a career-high 17 home runs in 2005, but nine were 
ey hitter-friendly Great American Ball Park. Randa hit just .246 after the break. 

» = CRITIC’S : Littlefield had the most successful offseason in his five-year tenure with the 
Pirates. He didn’t land a marquee free agent but did address the team’s most pressing needs—at first and 
third base and in right field and the bullpen—while staying within his modest sub-$50 million budget. By 


doing so, he also added depth to his bench and bullpen. —Ed Eagle 


WORST CASTING: Eaton and Otsuka are talented 
pitchers, but the Rangers had to give up RHP Chris Young, 
who was 12-7 with a 4.26 ERA as a rookie last year, to 
acquire them from the Padres. Eaton, 28, and Otsuka, 34, 
can become free agents after this season. The goal is to 
sign Eaton to a multiyear extension, but Young would have 
been under the Rangers’ control until 2010. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Rangers had three goals in 
the offseason, and the one they made most progress toward 
was reworking the rotation. They replaced LHP Kenny Rogers 
with Millwood, then added Padilla and Eaton. Otsuka was 
the only big-name reliever acquired, but Alfonseca headlines 
the cast of nonroster invitees. Adding Wilkerson likely will 
help raise the team's on-base percentage. —T-R. Sullivan 
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eatTimore Orioles 


>s NEWCOMERS: RHP Kris Benson, 1B/LF Jeff Conine, RHP LaTroy Hawkins, 

C Ramon Hernandez, 1B/LF Kevin Millar, CF Corey Patterson. 

BEST CASTING: When the Orioles picked up Benson for RHP Jorge Julio and 
RHP John Maine, they strengthened the rotation without weakening the bullpen. 
Benson has been average as a starter but could improve under new pitching coach 
Leo Mazzone. Julio lost his closer and setup jobs before struggling as a long reliever. If 
Benson throws 200 innings and wins 10-12 games, the Orioles win this trade. 
WORST CASTING: The team doesn't want to use Hawkins as the closer, and the 
failure to sign an established closer after losing LHP BJ. Ryan leaves second-year 
RHP Chris Ray as the best option. But it’s asking a lot of a young reliever to work the 
ninth with little or no experience. Hawkins will serve as the safety net, but Ray would 
have benefited from more time to establish himself as a reliever. 


YCRITIC’S REVIEW: The Orioles didn’t make any major moves but quietly improved. 


Hernandez should improve the team’s young pitching staff but might not be an offensive 
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seaT_e Mariners 


>sNEWCOMERS: OF/DH Carl Everett, 
C Kenji Johjima, OF Matt Lawton, 

LHP Jarrod Washburn. 

BEST CASTING: Johjima will provide 
a solid bat and a good glove, but the most 
important quality he can bring is an 
everyday presence behind the plate by 
developing a strong relationship with the 
staff and learning the pitchers’ tendencies. 
The Mariners had none of that last year 
with a revolving cast of substandard 
catchers; Johjima’s signing shows the club 
was horrified with that situation. Johjima 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


doesn't speak English well, but he is 
working hard to learn it and will bring an 
infectious enthusiasm and a strong work 
ethic to the job. 

WORST CASTING: Washburn isn't 
bad, but he isn’t an ace. He pitches to 
contact and has had health issues the 
past three years. If he struggles, the front 
Office will have to explain why it gave so 
much money to a guy who amounts to a 
No. 3 or No. 4 starter. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Mariners 
had a solid offseason. They patched up a 
few holes in their offense, added some 
depth and improved the starting pitching. 
They also are holding out hope that their 
core players can bounce back from an 
inconsistent 2005. The team expects Everett 
and Lawton to provide much-needed 
lefthanded pop, but the key acquisition is 
Johjima, who will add stability to a position 
that sorely needed it. —Doug Miller 


force. Patterson should help solidify the team’s outfield defense. Millar and Conine, 


patient hitters with moderate power, round out the batting order. —Spencer Fordin Hernandez 


cuicaco Cubs 


*sNEWCOMERS: LHP Scott Eyre, RHP Bob Howry, RF Jacque Jones, OF John 
Mabry, RHP Wade Miller, OF Angel Pagan, CF Juan Pierre. 
BEST CASTING: Pierre's arrival made 1B Derrek Lee a happy man because 
Lee finally might have a runner in scoring position when he’s-up. Pierre's speed 
gives manager Dusty Baker a dimension he didn't have last season, and though 
Pierre's on-base percentage dipped last season, he’s a career .305 hitter who 
could bounce back playing in front of a consistently packed house. The only 
negative the Cubs have heard so far: Pierre works too hard. That's a good thing. 
WORST CASTING: The Cubs’ only addition to their injury-prone rotation was 
Miller—who had shoulder surgery in September and won't be ready until May at 
best. That leaves the Cubs counting on full seasons from RHPs Mark Prior and 
Kerry Wood—neither of whom has stayed healthy the past few years—and a 
rebound from RHP Greg Maddux, who turns 40 in April and is coming off his first losing season since 1987. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Cubs took a practical approach to the offseason: They addressed their needs—leadoff hitter, setup 
relief and right field—and then filled them. G.M. Jim Hendry says he has no regrets the team lost the bidding for SS Rafael Furcal 
because it has high hopes for prospect Ronny Cedeno. —Carrie Muskat 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


sAN picco Padres 


»sNEWCOMERS: |F Mark Bellhorn, IF Geoff 
Blum, RHP Doug Brocall, CF Mike Cameron, 

3B Vinny Castilla, LHP Alan Embree, LHP Shawn 
Estes, 1B Adrian Gonzalez, C Doug Mirabelli, 

C Mike Piazza, OF Terrmel Sledge, RHP Chris Young. 
BEST CASTING: The addition of Cameron will 
allow Dave Roberts to move to left field, which will 
Save wear and tear on Roberts and improve the 
outfield defense immeasurably at spacious Petco 
Park. Cameron also adds power and speed to the 
lineup. 

WORST CASTING: Dealing 2B Mark Loretta 
for Mirabelli puts the onus on rookie Josh Barfield 
and veterans Bellhorn, Blum, Bobby Hill and Eric 
Young to replace a highly productive player with few 
equals as a No. 2 hitter. 

*CRITIC’S REVIEW: After making several 
roster changes, the Padres think they have improved 
a team that won the N.L. West last year. But that 
belief hinges on the health of Piazza, Cameron and 
Castilla. Young and Estes are expected to join RHPs Jake Peavy, Woody Williams and Chan Ho Park in a rotation 
filled with questions. The bullpen, which lost RHPs Rudy Seanez and Akinori Otsuka and LHP Chris Hammond, 
needs to be rebuilt. Only RHPs Trevor Hoffman and Scott Linebrink are strong. Because there are so many 
questions, this team could finish anywhere from first to fourth. —Lyle Spencer 


st. Louls Cardinals 


*sNEWCOMERS: C Gary Bennett, OF Larry Bighie, IF Delvi 
Cruz, OF Juan Encarnacion, RHP Braden Looper, 2B Aaron 
Miles, RHP Jeff Nelson, RHP Sidney Ponson, LHP Ricardo 
Rincon, 2B Junior Spivey. 

BEST CASTING: If Spivey can stay healthy, he could 
surpass the offensive contributions Mark Grudzielanek 
provided. Signed as a free agent after the Nationals did not offer 
him a contract, Spivey may not turn the double play as well as 
Grudzielanek, but he still is a quality defender. 

WORST CASTING: The Cardinals needed an impact bat 
in the outfield—ideally a lefthanded hitter who could get on 
base and hit for power. The Padres’ Brian Giles was available, 
but the club was not a serious factor in the bidding for him. It 
ended up with the righthanded-hitting Encarnacion, who 
doesn't provide the needed on-base percentage and rarely 
has hit for serious power. 

»CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Cardinals again showed why 
offseason grades shouldn't be handed out in November. They 
made two moves in late December—adding Spivey and 
Ponson—that might turn out to be real bargains and add shine 
to a retooling effort that looked iffy around the time of the winter 
meetings. Still, it will be difficult to replace three key players 
from last season's lineup—Grudzielanek and OFs Reggie 
Sanders and Larry Walker. —Matthew Leach 


Cameron 
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miLwAuKee Brewers 


»sNEWCOMERS: RHP Dave Bush, RHP Chris 
Demaria, 1B Prince Fielder, OF Gabe Gross, RHP Dan 
Kolb, 3B Corey Koskie, IF Zach Sorensen. 
BEST CASTING: It was an unpopular move 
among fans, but acquiring Koskie made sense. He bats 
lefthanded, which gives the team excellent balance, 
and he is a solid defender who will add stability to an 
infield that includes three first- or second-year players 
(Fielder, 2B Rickie Weeks and SS JJ. Hardy). 

® WORST CASTING: The team was outbid for 
felievers Bob Howry and Scott Eyre and is putting a lot 
Of faith in Kolb, a former Brewer who was acquired from 
the Braves. Kolb was an All-Star in 2004 but lost his 


ATLANTA Braves 


NEWCOMERS: RHP Lance Cormier, 
OF Matt Diaz, RHP Wes Obermueller, 

C Todd Pratt, LHP Mike Remlinger, 

SS Edgar Renteria, RHP Oscar Villarreal. 
BEST CASTING: Renteria doesn't 
have former SS Rafael Furcal’s speed, 
range or arm strength. But Renteria, 30, is a 
former All-Star who has every reason to 
believe he can rebound from last year’s 
disappointing season with the Red Sox. 
Acquiring him gives the Braves a top-notch 
shortstop whose clutch hitting should pay 
dividends as he teams with 2B Marcus 
Giles at the top of the lineup. Atlanta 
should provide a more relaxed atmosphere 
for Renteria, a former Gold Glover, than 
Boston. There have been many players with 
less talent than Renteria who have 
resurrected their careers under the direction 
of manager Bobby Cox. 

WORST CASTING: The Braves will 
head into spring training without solid 
backups for 1B Adam LaRoche and C Brian 
McCann. After trading C Johnny Estrada, the 
team signed Pratt, who is 39 and never has 


Renteria 


been more than an average backup 
throughout his big-league career. LaRoche 
might be able to hit lefthanders and be an 
everyday player, but that’s not a guarantee. 
»CRITIC’S REVIEW: Just days after 
losing Furcal, G.M. John Schuerholz filled 
his biggest need by acquiring Renteria. It 
was smart for Schuerholz not to overpay or 
mortgage the future to acquire a closer 
because RHP Chris Reitsma or RHP Jorge 
Sosa can fill that role. —Mark Bowman 


Koskie 


CLEVELAND Indians 


Reports by (ERESEY 


*sNEWCOMERS: RHP Paul Byrd, OF Todd Hollandsworth, RHP Jason Johnson, 3B Andy Marte, OF Jason 
Michaels, RHP Guillermo Mota, 1B Eduardo Perez, C Kelly Shoppach. 
BEST CASTING: Byrd might not be able to duplicate RHP Kevin Millwood’s A.L.-best ERA of a season ago, 
but his veteran leadership will be an asset to the team’s young pitchers. It's the kind of experience the club could 
have used at the end of 2005. The Indians might have overpaid for Byrd, who will receive $14.25 million over two 
years, but that was a function of a thin free-agent market. 
WORST CASTING: The club did nothing to address the situation in right field. It still could use a good bat at 
the position. Casey Blake didn’t produce enough last season—.241 average and 58 RBIs—to merit a starting job 
in right. Hollandsworth, a nonroster player, was added as a fourth outfielder. 
© CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Indians were expected to make moves that could push them over the hump, but 
they did not deliver. The team did its best to fill the holes in the rotation, but the loss of eighth-inning RHP Bob 
Howry as a free agent makes the bullpen a bit shaky. Trading OF Coco Crisp, RHP David Riske and C Josh Bard to 
the Red Sox for Mota, Marte and Shoppach will help the club more in the long term. —Anthony Castrovince 


co.orapo Rockies 


>*sNEWCOMERS: IF Jamey Carroll, RHP Josh Fogg, 
LHP Ray King, OF Eli Marrero, RHP Jose Mesa, 

C Yorvit Torrealba. 

BEST CASTING: Signing Mesa and trading for 
King gives Colorado late-innings experience that will 
bring leads to closer Brian Fuentes. King can take the 
ball every day. He throws a late-moving fastball and a 
slider and is tough on lefthanded hitters. King also is 
a solid, jovial clubhouse presence. Mesa’s ERA 
jumped more than 1’ runs last season. When he's 


peTroiT Tigers 


*sNEWCOMERS: RHP Todd Jones, 
LHP Kenny Rogers. 
BEST CASTING: Rogers brings a level of 


experience and consistency that none of his new 


rotation mates has. Notoriety aside, he enjoyed 
one of his best seasons last year at age 40. His 


ability to keep hitters off-balance and adjust to his 


ballpark will be valued in Detroit. What also 
worked for the Tigers was a two-year contract, 
which makes him a stopgap. He won't be in the 


on, he complements his split-finger pitch with a curve 
and slider. A more experienced bullpen could help the 
club avoid the dreadful start it had last season. 

WORST CASTING: The Rockies failed to improve 


their depth in the rotation and 
the middle infield. In both 
cases, there are some 
prospects, but those prospects 
won't be ready to step in early 
in the regular season. Marrero, 
a nonroster candidate, could 
help at catcher and in the 
corners (infield and outfield), 
but the Rockies will need more 
than him to cover holes that 
arise early on. 

“YCRITIC’S REVIEW: In a 
division that had lots of 
changes, the Rockies were 
quiet beyond adding 
experience to the bullpen. 


They chose that approach because the payroll is tight 
and they want to grow with players that flashed 
big-time ability last season (3B Garrett Atkins, OF Matt 


Holliday and SS Clint Barmes). There are enough 


prospects, especially in the outfield, to make deals if 
the team is in contention in July. —Thomas Harding 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


take over in 2008. 


way once the team’s younger starters are ready to 


X WORST CASTING: The failure to trade either 
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Rogers 


Carlos Pena or Dmitri Young puts the team in a 


pinch heading into the 
season. Though Young is 
expected to be in better shape 
and thus able to play outfield 
more, he is getting older and 
will need to spend time at first 
and as a DH. Problem is, Pena 
and Chris Shelton need 
innings at those two spots, 
too. Shelton became a better 
than expected first baseman 
through regular playing time. 

*CRITIC’S REVIEW: 
Considering their 
disappointing 2005, the 
Tigers could have done worse 
in the offseason. They 


addressed their two main pitching needs by adding 


a rotation anchor in Rogers and a closer in Jones, 


and they're hoping better health and new coaching 


will spur offensive improvement. The offseason was 


an acknowledgement that the future hinges on 


emerging prospects, not free agents. —Jason Beck 


confidence with Atlanta. Now he is back as a setup man 
for RHP Derrick Turnbow, who will be under pressure to 
repeat his breakthrough season. If Kolb is unable to 
return to form, the team will have to rely more heavily on 
RHP Matt Wise, whose shoulder gave out under a heavy 
wonioad last season, or RHP Jose Capellan. 

”S REVIEW: The Brewers did not have a 
Major signing this offseason, so opening a spot for 
Fielder could prove to be their most important offseason 
move. Fielder will replace Lyle Overbay, who was traded 
to Toronto for Bush, a promising candidate for the 
rotation; Jackson; and Gross, who likely will get a 
backup spot. Fielder will put more youth in an already 
young infield, but his hitting is too promising to leave 
him off the big-league club. -Adam McCalvy 
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s 
arizonA Diamondbacks 
>s:NEWCOMERS: RHP Miguel Batista, OF Eric Byrnes, 
OF Jeff DaVanon, IF Damion Easley, C Johnny Estrada, 
RHP Jason Grimsley, RHP Orlando Hernandez, 2B Orlando 
Hudson, RHP Luis Vizcaino. 
BEST CASTING: Estrada gives the team a huge 
upgrade offensively at catcher. Last year's starter, Chris 
Snyder, is an outstanding receiver who has a long swing 
and probably would have benefited from a season at 
Class AAA. Snyder 
likely will get starts 
against lefthanders; 
he hits fairly well 
against them. He and 
Estrada should be a 
good combination. 
WORST 
CASTING: With the 
departures of 
RHP Javier Vazquez 
and LHP Shawn 
Estes, the rotation is 
a concern. The pair essentially was replaced by Batista 
and Hernandez. Batista will be asked to return to a 
starting role after working as a closer for the Blue Jays 
last year. Hernandez is known as a big-game pitcher, but 
he has been injury-prone. Privately, the club doesn't think 
he'll make 30-plus starts but is hoping he can pitch well 
in the starts he does make. RHP Brandon Webb, 26, will 
have to step up as the club’s ace. 

‘CRITIC’S REVIEW: The trades of Vazquez and 

3B Troy Glaus give Arizona big-time payroll flexibility in 
2007 and beyond, but the deals might not deliver 
immediate results. The Diamondbacks need to find a way 
to make up for Glaus’ 37 homers. —Steve Gilbert 


PHILADELPHIA Phillies 


>sNEWCOMERS: RHP Chris Booker, C Sal Fasano, 
RHP Ryan Franklin, IF Alex S. Gonzalez, RHP Tom Gordon, 
IF Abraham Nunez, LHP Arthur Rhodes, RHP Ricardo 
Rodriguez, CF Aaron Rowand, RHP Julio Santana. 

BEST CASTING: The trade of 1B Jim Thome for 
Rowand and two pitching prospects was outstanding on 
four levels. It significantly improves the team’s outfield 
defense, unclogs first base, saves the Phillies money and 
strengthens the farm system. Rowand will have a strong 
clubhouse presence and bring a relentless style of play 
that helped the White Sox win the World Series. 
WORST CASTING: Although the reasons for giving 
up on RHP Vicente Padilla had merit, replacing him with 
Franklin may prove to be a blunder. Franklin has struggled 
since 2003 and doesn't have the ability to dominate a 
game the way Padilla could when his head was on straight. 
Franklin can throw a lot of innings and is prone to giving 
up home runs, not a good characteristic for pitching in 
Citizens Bank Park. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: On paper, it appears the Phillies 
replaced big-name departed players with inferior players. 
Gordon isn't LHP Billy Wagner, Rowand isn’t OF Kenny 
Lofton, and 1B Ryan Howard isn't Thome—at least not yet. 
Despite the apparent downgrades, the Phillies still will 
score runs and play good defense—and they'll be 
competitive in the division race. —Ken Mandel 
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MINNESOTA TWINS 


MOON 


“NEWCOMERS: 38 Tony Batista, 2B Luis Castillo, DH/OF Ruben 


Sierra, DH Rondell White. 


BEST CASTING: Acquiring Castillo from the Marlins was a critical 
move for the Twins. The team didn't have a consistent No. 2 hitter last 
season, and the top of the lineup struggled trying to spark the offense. 
Castillo is a good baserunner and has a reputation as a table-setter. 
Even more important than his offense, though, could be the leadership 


he brings to an infield that had an average age of about 25 last season. 
» WORST CASTING: The team’s biggest gamble was on Batista. A 
power hitter during much of his nine-year career in the majors, Batista 
also is a free swinger and strikes out a lot. He spent last season in 
Japan, and no one is sure how he'll perform in spring training. If 
Batista fails to make the club, there are some younger options but no 


proven players. 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


Castillo 


CRITIC’S REVIEW: After their 2005 season was plagued by an anemic offense, the Twins tried their 
best to reload this offseason under their usual budget constraints. Veteran additions should help alleviate 
some of the offensive issues, but questions remain. Overall, it should be a more productive offense than 
last season's, which stranded too many runners. But it has not improved enough to put the club back on 


top in the A.L. Central. —Kelly Thesier 


san FRANcIsSco Giants 


*sNEWCOMERS: OF Steve Finley, C Todd Greene, 
LHP Steve Kline, RHP Matt Morris, 1B/OF Mark 
Sweeney, IF Jose Vizcaino, RHP Tim Worrell. 

BEST CASTING: Adding Morris was vital 
because the rotation struggled last year with injuries 
and subpar results. At 31, he 
gives the club a 1-2 punch with 
ace RHP Jason Schmidt. 
Although Morris battled arm 
problems in 2004, he is a fierce 
competitor and can eat up 200 
innings. With veteran RHP Brett 
Tomko gone, there was a 
desperate need for a pitcher of 
Morns’ ability. He has a great 
career strikeouts-to-walk ratio but 
allowed 57 homers the past two 
seasons. 

WORST CASTING: The 
Giants admit parting ways with 
1B J.T. Snow was a difficult 
decision, but they felt it was time 
for Lance Niekro, 27, to prove he 
can handle the job. That's a 
pretty big gamble, considering 
Niekro has showed flashes of 2 
power but also has a history of oe 
injuries and has yet to prove he can play every day. 
Sweeney is adequate as a backup, but is he a good 
enough insurance policy at first base? 3B Pedro 
Feliz also could fill in at first. Niekro will have a lot of 
pressure on him to produce right away—just being 
average won't cut it. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: The acquisitions of Mortis 
and Kline were key moves for the pitching staff. 
Morris gives the team a viable No. 2 starter; Kline 
keeps the bullpen strong after the loss of setup man 
LHP Scott Eyre. Finley supplies much-needed depth 
for the outfield, and Sweeney is a superior pinch 
hitter. —Rich Draper 


Morris 


wasuincTon Nationals 


>*sNEWCOMERS: IF Marlon Anderson, 
IF/OF Robert Fick, IF Damian Jackson, RHP Brian 
Lawrence, 1B/C Matthew LeCroy, RHP Ramon Ortiz, 
RHP Felix Rodriguez, |F/OF Alfonso Soriano, 
LHP Mike Stanton, OF Michael Tucker. 
BEST CASTING: General 
manager Jim Bowden 
improved the team’s bench 
by signing Anderson, Fick, 
Jackson, LeCroy and Tucker. 
Bowden made the moves 
because last year's bench, 
which featured IF Carlos 
Baerga, |F Jamey Carroll and 
IF/OF Tony Blanco, failed to 
produce when given the 
chance. In fact, Nationals 
pinch hitters were among 
the worst in the N.L., hitting 
.199 with two home runs and 
25 RBIs. 
WORST CASTING: The 
team was unsuccessful in its 
efforts to upgrade the rotation 
by signing RHPs A.J. Burnett 
or RHP Kevin Millwood, so 

: — Bowden added Ortiz, a free 
agent, and re-signed RHP Tony Armas. Both players 
come with risks. Ortiz is coming off a subpar 
season in which he gave up 34 home runs and 
had a 5.36 ERA with the Reds. Armas, a member 
of the organization since 1997, has been bothered 
by shoulder problems since 2003 and made only 
19 major league starts last season. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: It's too early to tell how 
successful the team's offseason was, partly because 
the always-tinkering Bowden still is searching for 
more starting pitching and offense. True, the 
Nationals acquired Soriano, but they still need a 
leadoff hitter and another slugger. —Bill Ladson 
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Houston Astros 


*sNEWCOMERS: LHP Trever Miller, OF Preston Wilson. 

BEST CASTING: Whether Wilson's knees can withstand the pounding in center 
field is an issue, but he adds a slew of homers and RBIs to a lineup that was in the 
bottom five in the N.L. in nearly every offensive category last season. Wilson will bat 
fifth, between 3B Morgan Ensberg and LF Jason Lane. In Wilson, the Astros get another 
player who strikes out a lot, but he should be able to use the dimensions at Minute 
Maid Park to his advantage and produce solid power numbers. 

WORST CASTING: It’s not the Astros’ fault RHP Roger Clemens doesn’t know 
what he wants to do this year. A rotation without him isn’t as good as one with him. The 
Rocket's indecisiveness leaves a hole to fill, at least until May 1, when the two sides can 
begin negotiating. If he’s gone, the Astros’ Plan B has them filling the rotation with two 
inexperienced pitchers, LHP Wandy Rodriguez and RHP Ezequiel Astacio. 

CRITIC’S REVIEW: Signing Wilson was the team’s way of telling Jeff Bagwell he 
no longer is welcome. The outfield already was crowded; now it's even more packed 
with Wilson, and the team intends to play Lance Berkman at first base. Losing 
Clemens, at least for now, and trying to dump the best slugger in franchise history 
equals a bad offseason for the Astros. —Alyson Footer 


cincinnati Reds 


*sNEWCOMERS: RHP Grant Balfour, 

LHP Chris Hammond, 1B Scott Hatteberg, 
RHP Rick White, LHP Dave Williams, IF Tony 
Womack. 

BEST CASTING: The best thing to 
happen to the Reds was the approval of Bob 
Castellini’s group as the new ownership. 
Castellini’s straight-shooting, aggressive style 
has struck a positive chord with the team’s 
fans. Although the Reds’ budget will remain at 
$60 million to $65 million for now, Castellini, 
who fired general manager Dan O'Brien in his 
first major decision, says he isn’t afraid to Castellini 
spend money to make the club a contender. 

WORST CASTING: Already stocked with proven utility players in Ryan Freel and 
Rich Aurilia, the Reds traded for Womack and created a logjam in the infield. The club 
needed a table-setter for the top of the lineup, but despite his speed, Womack does not 
have the desired career on-base percentage for that role. 

»CRITIC’S REVIEW: in terms of upgrading the talent on the roster, it was a bad 
offseason for Cincinnati. Aside from the addition of Williams, a pitching staff in need of 
an extreme makeover was only tweaked. The Reds never landed a top-end starting 
pitcher or an established closer. The only plus to losing Sean Casey is it allows Adam 
Dunn to move to first base, which opens left field for Wily Mo Pena and right field for 
Austin Kearns, both of whom finally will get to play every day. —Mark Sheldon 


vampa BAY Devil Rays 


*sNEWCOMERS: 38 Sean Burroughs, 
RHP Shawn Camp, RHP Chad Harville, 
RHP Dan Miceli, RHP Shinji Mori, C Josh Paul, 
1B/3B Ty Wigginton. 
u BEST CASTING: Trading RHPs Danys 
Baez and Lance Carter to the Dodgers for 
potential starters Edwin Jackson and Chuck 
Tiffany was a good move in the long term. Jackson 
and Tiffany have tremendous upside and could be in 
the major leagues this year. Rays management initially 
figured it would hang on to Baez until the July trading deadline because there would 


Los ANGELES Angels 


»*sNEWCOMERS: IF Edgardo Alfonzo, RHP Hector Carrasco, LHP J.C. Romero. 

BEST CASTING: With the acquisition of Romero, the Angels solved two problems: 

They added a lefthanded reliever and depth to the setup role. Not only can Romero 

neutralize an opponent's key lefthanded bat, he can pitch to more than one batter. With 

the return of RHP Kelvim Escobar to the rotation, RHP Scot Shields will team with be more competition to acquire him. But it decided Jackson and Tiffany were too good 

Romero as a bridge to closer Francisco Rodriguez. to pass up; they have the kind of talent that can make them rotation comerstones. 

WORST CASTING: The Angels’ biggest problem last season was run production. » WORST CASTING: Not re-signing IF Eduardo Perez hurts the team at the plate 

Because they didn’t add a righthanded power bat, the pressure will fall on less and in the clubhouse. Perez gave the Rays a quality, powerful righthanded hitter who 

experienced players to fill the void and protect RF Viadimir Guerrero in the middle of the could start or come off the bench—and his steadying veteran presence in the 

lineup. DH Juan Rivera's 15 home runs last season project to more than 20 for 500 clubhouse might have been even more important than what he brought to the field. 

at-bats while 1B Casey Kotchman’s seven project to about 28, but neither player has *CRITIC’S REVIEW: Burroughs and Mori were the most important acquisitions 

put in a full season at the major league level. for this year's team. Burroughs likely will be an improvement at third base, where 
*CRITIC’S REVIEW: The Angels earmarked a power bat as their No. 1 priority for inconsistency reigned in 2005. Mori either will set up or close because of the 

the offseason and put a big red circle around the name Paul Konerko. But after failing departures of Baez, whose 41 saves will be difficult to replace, and Carter in the 

to sign him, they retreated from the market and turned their attention inward. They now Dodgers deal. Wigginton gives the team a backup at first and third, but he's a 

will look to elevate bench players and prospects. It isn't an exciting approach, but it drop-off from Perez, who filled that role in 2005, —Bill Chastain 

proves the team has faith in its system. —Mike Scarr 


FLORIDA Marlins 
*<NEWCOMERS: RHP Joe Borowski, 


FRANCIS SPECKER / AP 


Beckett, but parting with him was an 
especially tough blow. Beckett seems 
ready to blossom into one of the 


RHP Travis Bowyer, 1B/3B Wes Helms, 
1B Mike Jacobs, LHP Michael Megrew, 
RHP Sergio Mitre, C Miguel Olivo, 

SS Hanley Ramirez, IF Pokey Reese, 

IF Dan Uggla. 

BEST CASTING: The Marlins were 
smart to create an opening in right field 
for rookie Jeremy Hermida, one of the 
most highly touted prospects in the 
league. Hermida has a sweet swing, 
power potential and a good eye at the 
plate. Hermida also should benefit from 
hitting third, where he'll be protected by 
All-Star 3B Miguel Cabrera. 
WORST CASTING: There were 
financial reasons for trading RHP Josh 


a 


Hermida 


dominant pitchers in the game, and he 
would not have been a free agent until 
after the 2007 season. The team added 
some young arms, but none has the pure 
talent of Beckett. Plus, SS Hanley 
Ramirez, the key player in the Beckett 
deal, might not be ready to contribute 
this season. 

*CRITIC’S REVIEW: The club 
engaged in a “market correction” 
because of the unsettled stadium 
situation, and now the Marlins are far 
less experienced. The changes did bring in 
several gifted prospects, but the Marlins 
won't become playoff contenders until 
those prospects develop. —Joe Frisaro 
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Participating in a Scouting Combine training program can 
improve speed, add strength, lengthen jumps—and pay 
dividends for prospects on draft day By Kara Yorio 


or the 330 prospects 
who attend the NFL 
Scouting Combine, it’s 
one of their last 
opportunities to impress 
teams—and potentially pad 
their bank accounts. 

“If a skilled player runs a much 
faster time than scouts expected, 
he can enhance his draft status,” 
says Giants general manager 
Ernie Accorsi. “It’s basically a 
track meet, and it’s our 
responsibility to discipline 
ourselves to use it just as a 
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complement to what we have 
already seen on tape.” 

Impressive results can 
improve a player's stock and, at 
the least, increase the buzz 
surrounding him. The difference 
in draft position can mean 
millions. With such importance 
placed on a few days, Combine 
prep schools have popped up 
around the country. 

Parisi Speed School in Fair 
Lawn, N.J., has run a program 
specifically focused on Combine 
training techniques for the past 


five years. Led by trainer and 
former U.S. bobsled team 
member Martin Rooney, the 
school has an exclusive deal with 
Sportstars sports agency to run 
its Combine program. 

Parisi teaches technique for 
every Combine event—the 
40-yard dash, 10-yard dash, broad 
jump, vertical jump, 225-pound 
bench press, shuttle runs and 
3-cone drill. Sportstars picks up 
the tab for its clients, but it'll be 
money well spent if the players 
cash in on the results. 


——Sea 


Georgia defensive back Greg Blue runs the 40-yard 
” dash, concentrating on arm positioning and movement 
°, while being timed every 10 yards. Until a player 
*., masters the details of the start position and the first 
10 yards, he isn’t allowed to run the full 40. 


e ® cama) 
Photos by Penn State safety Chris Harrell prepares forthe | 
Steve Boyle for TSN 3-cone drill (also known as the L-drill). The 
dollar sign isn’t an accident; it all comes back 
to the money. If players concentrate, work hard, 
master the technique and cut out the extra 
steps, they will get their money. That lesson is 
part of Rooney's motivational technique. 


_ oo 


Drills are videotaped and shown to players 
| immediately. Here, a group watches the 
', start of a 40, and Rooney critiques 
” technique. Did the player keep his body 
*,_ low and head down in those first 10 
——— © yards? Parisi uses tape to help program 
& y : the proper form and execution into 


i players’ minds and bodies. 
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On the first day, each player writes down his goals for each drill. 
He then must carry them with him whenever he works out, as 
Indiana offensive lineman Isaac Sowells does here. 

Goals change for many in the program because their original 
objectives are surpassed. Players are asked why they want to 
reach their goals. Whether it’s to realize a dream, help support 
a family or get that perfect car, their answers re-emphasize the 
need to keep working to reach those numbers in their pockets. 


If Sowells doesn’t hit his repetition goal in 
| the 225 bench for a particular day, he will 
| go through a few more short sets. If he 

| achieves his goal, he’ll move on to other 
upper-body strengthening. Players work on 
two Combine drills each day and cover each 
a couple of times during the week—in 
addition to their requisite strength training. 


Every Monday, sports nutritionist and 
registered dietitian Heather Campanile 
(shown here with Sowells) weighs 
each player and measures his body fat 
percentage. Upon arrival at Parisi, 
each player works with Campanile to 
determine an individualized nutritional 
program that includes vitamins, 
supplements (checked first through 
the NFL for approval) and shakes. The 
players’ food intake often excludes the 
staples of most college students’ diets 
and causes them to complain about a 
lack of taste. 
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The Parisi program includes injury rehabilitation and massage therapy. Arizona 
State linebacker Jamar Williams, who injured his hamstring during practice for 
the East-West Shrine Game, receives a deep-tissue massage. The program also 
provides chiropractics, nutritional counseling and help with the mental aspects 
of the Combine, such as dealing with pressure and the Wonderlic test. 


Virginia Tech linebacker James Anderson does a triceps } 
pushdown with a tension rubber band—an exercise that helps 

with both the 225 bench and the three-point stance at the start 

of the 40. The strength gained and form used in every 
exercise—including the warmup routine—is meant to “map 

back,” as Rooney says, to at least one of the Combine drills. 


Anderson hits as many of the 
plastic flags as he can in the 
vertical jump. He is full of 


energy, the type of guy who 
ie ” aati. ooeer Ti | goes all-out all the time. That 
Colorado tightend can be a problem because 
| Quinn Sypniewski | Parisi often wants players to 
works onthe broad | | work through drills at less 
| jump. It’s his last than full speed. Slower efforts 
| activity of the | allow form to be analyzed and 
| morning before | mistakes to be corrected 
| having a specially before they become part of 
| prepared shake at | the player's full-speed style. 

the gym’s smoothie | 


bar. He then will 
head back to the 
| hotel for a healthy 
lunch and a few 
minutes of relaxation 
| before returning for 
| the afternoon 
session. Players 
work out twice a day, 


ne as Looking to switch from quarterback 
to receiver, the 6-6, 242-pound Jones impressed scouts at the 
Combine by posting a 4.37 40. That speed display, particularly 
for his size, helped push him to 21st overall in the 2005 draft. 


six days a week, and | re . According to Parisi, Simms 
get Sunday off. | 4 a lowered his 40 time from a 5.23 when he started at the 
Monday and Tuesday | : =e school to a 4.77 at the 2003 Combine. He was drafted in 
| are the toughest | , the third round. 
workout days. 
— — D ts. According to Parisi, Branch had 
the fastest 20-yard shuttle and 10-yard sprint times at the 
2002 Combine. He was a second-round pick. —K.Y. 


2/24/06 . 31 


presented by 


Valvoline. 


Don't flip out. 
A revolution— pace apenas 
totine eee , ST 
hamp—will a 
fates eae inn 
Cup Series al a r | 


this season. 
By Matt Crossman 


All things 
different 


Where the 
rubber meets the road 
Changes in tires and testing will 
shape the season. 


The racetrack 
is their oyster 
This year's rookie class is the 
best ever. 


The future 
looks ... odd 
Matt Crossman rolls out his 
crystal ball. 


The essentials 
Lee Spencers power poll, the 
Cup schedule and fantasy picks. 


AROLD HINSON FOR TSN 


Instant expert fter a fourth-place finish in the second race at Michigan Edwards won’t be in over 
A Q&A guide to the season. last summer, Carl Edwards bounded from his car, buoyant his head ... er, his feet 
Daytona preview from the rush of four hours of going 190 mph. He sashayed «+» er, whatever, in his 
Why this year’s 500 might be Op the balls of his feet, clapping backs and hollering, “It was second season. 
the most compelling yet. #reat racing with you guys,” to random crew members for 


other drivers, filling those weary crew guys’ heads with two 
questions: Who does stuff like that? Is this guy for real? 
Those questions come up a lot around Edwards. They were 
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Tough as nails, strong as oak, and 


fast as an 18-volt circular saw. 


Join the team and get inside the racing experience with Lowe's. 


As a teammate of Jimmie Johnson and over 800,000 other Team Lowe's Fan Club members, you'll receive 
exclusive NASCAR offers, including a FREE subscription to the racing publication Track Record, FREE member access to 
lowesracing.com and discounts on Team Lowe's Racing merchandise. To join Team 48, the Lowe's Racing Team, and 
get ready for an unbelievable year of racing, go to your local Lowe's store, visit lowesracing.com or call 877.61.LOWES. 


asked when he handed out 
business cards as a young driver 
looking for a job. Each card had 
his picture on it, accompanied by 
the message, “If you’re looking for 
a driver, you're looking for me.” 
He also took out classified ads in 
racing publications, begging for 
rides. Who does stuff like that? Is 
this guy for real? 

Last March, after Edwards won 
his first Busch race and his first 
Nextel Cup race in the same 
weekend and back-flipped off his 
car to celebrate both victories, 
the questions came up again. The 
first one—Who does stuff like 
that?—finally had an answer: 
nobody; that was an 
unprecedented feat. (The wins, 
that is. He stole the back-flip 
idea.) The other question—I/s 
this guy for real?—remained out 
there but not for long. And if his 
third-place points finish in 2005 
didn’t finally answer the question, 
Edwards’ performance this 
season will. Why? 
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Ignore the look on Edwards’ face; he’s listening. The 
way you can tell is that Osborne’s lips are moving. 


presented by 


Valvoline. 


We'll answer that in a second. Before we talk about what this 
season will be like, let’s address what it won’t be like: It won’t be 
like last season. At all. 

The sheer number of driver changes from this time last year is 
staggering. Of the 15 winners of points races in 2005, 13 have 
changed teams, welcomed a new teammate or been paired with a 
new crew chief. In fact, using team in the umbrella 
organizational sense, there isn’t a single major 
team without a major change. Petty Enterprises’ 
No. 43 car has set the standard: The team has a 
new manager in Robbie Loomis, a new crew 
chief in Todd Parrott and a new driver in k 
Bobby Labonte, A generation of fans hopes 
for new results out of the sport’s most 


Everything is new 
on the 43 team, 


iconic number. including the 
Hope really is the point of change, isn’t it? driver—Labonte 

All of the major moves we'll discuss in the —and the high 

following pages were implemented to fire expectations. 


up a driver, a crew, a sponsor or the fans—to 
make a team worth talking about again. Which 
is not to say any of this will be easy. Dealing 
with the struggles that surely will come with 
change requires perseverance. But 
perseverance builds character, and character 
builds hope. And a team needs hope like an 
engine needs gas. 
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Kenseth to Edwards: ‘But if | tell you the 


rest, then you’ll get faster than me.’ 


A fast learner 


Now back to that question 
about Edwards—the why in why 
he'll win the championship. He'll 
face his share of change. He'll 
welcome a new teammate in 
Jamie McMurray. More important, 
he’ll climb into a Ford Fusion and 
say goodbye to last year’s Taurus. 
But those changes won’t slow 
him. 

Driving Jack Roush-built Fords 
that are fast and reliable, 
surrounded by a devoted crew 
that feeds off his youthful energy 
and natural talent and guided by 
crew chief Bob Osborne’s stern 
wisdom, Edwards will become the 
first driver since Dale Earnhardt 
to win a Cup championship in his 
second full season. 

That’ll be a heck of a way to 
follow up on an incredible first full 
season, but Edwards is devoted to 
getting better. “I can be a lot 
better racecar driver,” he says. 

The two areas in which he 
needs the most improvement, 
short tracks and road courses, 
play a minimal role in 
determining the champion. He 
won't so much overcome those 
weaknesses as get around them; 
there’s one short track and no 
road courses in the 10-race 
postseason. 

Edwards certainly yearns to be 
better. He knows what he knows 
and what he doesn’t know. He 
asks questions of his teammates, 
his owner, his crew chief, other 
drivers, other crew chiefs, other 
drivers’ crew chiefs, the popcorn 
guy and anybody else who might 
help him go faster. 


Matt Kenseth says Edwards is 
the only driver in the world who 
listens to a scanner during 
qualifying to hear what other 
drivers are saying about the track, 
with the hope of using that 
information to get faster. Edwards 
also is the only driver (well, 
probably the only one) who read 
Tony Stewart’s autobiography, to 
learn what makes Stewart go so 
fast. 

The key is not that Edwards 
actively seeks ways to get faster; 
it’s that he applies what he 
learns. “When Bob Osborne tells 
him something, he believes it,” 
says Larry McReynolds, a former 
crew chief and now a TV analyst 
for FOX. 

For most of last season, 
Edwards raced every lap as 
though it were for the checkered 
flag, a hard-to-break habit left 
over from early in his career, 
when he considered every race 
an audition for the next level. But 
reproaches from veterans and the 
dawning realization of how long 
the season is ultimately sunk in. 

He needed to mellow out, and 
he did ... to an extent. 

That’s how he got that 
fourth-place finish at Michigan 
and maybe explains why he 
floated so joyously to his hauler 
afterward. He’s still not a model 
points racer, but he showed 
marked improvement in the final 
10 races. With 26 more races to 
learn, he'll be even better in the 
final 10 this year. He'll be more 
than better; he’ll be the best. For 
real. TSN 
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Tires—again—and testing : 
are at the forefront of changes ~ 
for 2006 By Lee Spencer 


he Car of Tomorrow and 
Toyota are coming in 2007, 
so the on-track changes for 
2006 appear minuscule in 
comparison. But don’t be 
fooled—they’re significant. 
According to Jack Roush, there 
was nary a hiccup during the 
Ford camp’s transition from the 
Taurus to the Fusion. “The Fusion 
is exactly where the Taurus 
would be if we had continued its 
development,” Roush says. 
Because Ford and Chevrolet 
were able to test new noses and 
tails on their cars before the new 
testing rules and tire leasing 
programs went into effect, both 
manufacturers should be able to 
pick up where the teams left off 
last season. And with a sportier 
Ford on the track, Dearborn is 
hoping sales in the showroom 
pick up as well. 
What's old is new again for 
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Dodge, at least in the Penske 
camp. Ganassi, Evernham and 
Petty plan to charge on with the 
new Charger, but Penske Racing 
will use a combination of 
Chargers and Intrepids and aim to 
overcome balance issues that 
occurred during the development 
of the new car. Certainly, Dodge 
would prefer to see everyone 
race Chargers because the 
Intrepid is being phased out. 

The new testing procedures 
and tire leasing programs will 
have the most dramatic effect on 
teams. Six tracks are sanctioned 
for testing, so drivers will be 
hard-pressed to improve on 
individual weaknesses at other 
tracks except during practice for 
a race. The six tracks—Daytona, 
Las Vegas, Richmond, Lowe’s, 
Indianapolis and Homestead— 
aren’t road courses or 
high-banked ovals. 


ee 3 OY. 
The tire leasing program 
eventually will cut teams’ costs. 


The new testing policy also will 


force more Cup drivers to 
compete in Busch races to gain 
additional seat time and data that 
will transfer to Cup races. 
Although additional practice 
schedules have been built into 
the Craftsman Truck and Busch 
weekend schedules, they won't 
help Cup rookies. NASCAR's 
philosophy is Cup drivers should 
have ample experience before 
graduating to the top series. 
Rookies can work on technique at 
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a track such as Pocono by 
running the ARCA companion 
events or attending road racing 
schools at Sears Point. 

NASCAR's tire leasing program 
will cut costs by limiting the sets 
of tires teams can purchase to 
test at non-Cup-sanctioned 
tracks. But to put the plan in 
place, Goodyear has added at 
least a dozen workers, and the 
costs to the teams have 
increased through a secondary 
tire crew member or two to 
handle the distribution and 
return of the tires. 

Another tire change is the RFID 
(radio frequency identification) 
chip Goodyear uses to track 
tires. The chip is visible in the 
tire sidewall and can be removed 
easily whether the tire is intact 
or mutilated. It tracks the tire 
and collects data relative to tire 
wear. TSN 
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REMEMBER THAT TIME THE QUARTERBACK 
THREW THE HAIL MARY ACROSS THE BLUE LINE TO THE 
blanketed point guard for a desperation cighteen-footer while sprinting 
through the streets of Paris for a seventh-straight championship while 
the band ran on the field too soon and the network cut to a little girl in 
lederhosen and the fan snatched the ball out of his glove at the wall just 
as that twenty-five foot chip tectered on the edge of the cup and the 
batter waved his hands frantically to keep it inside the foul pole and 
somchow the hand of God poked it into the back of the net while the 
announcer screamed “Do you believe in miracles?” and then bit part of 
his ear off right before the tuck rule was invoked and the team refused 
their medals and the forward took her shirt off while the eighty-eight 
consecutive game win streak and the cighty-six-year curse came to an 
end and he finally won at Daytona after making his 2131 consecutive 


start then decided to run it in himself on fourth and five as time ran out? 


You were eating pizza. 
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The freshman field of 2006 is the pearl of Cup rookie classes By Lee Spencer 


hey’re young. They’re brash. They’re talented. 
And they’re in the best damn equipment any 
Nextel Cup driver could hope for. 
Welcome to the freshman class of 2006— 
NASCAR's greatest field of newcomers in the 
history of the sport. 

Never have so many frosh drivers been offered the 
types of rides capable of winning championships. Jeff 
Gordon started the trend at Hendrick Motorsports in 
1993, but he didn’t win a race in his rookie year. After 
Tony Stewart jumped into Cup in 1999 and set the rookie 
record for wins with three, the trend of hiring freshmen 
for top-of-the-line rides took off. 

And for this rookie crop, the opportunities are 
endless. But there will be no excuses, either. Other than 
Brent Sherman, each driver has the caliber of cars and 
team capable of a finish in the top 25. By the time the 
Chase for the NASCAR Nextel Cup rolls around in 
September, the men will be separated from the boys. 


Hamlin, 25, will win the 
Rookie of the Year Award. 
Although he came out of 
nowhere last season, his 
Cup audition was the most 
impressive of the bunch. 

In cars prepared 
identically to Joe Gibbs 
Racing teammate and series 
champion Stewart's, Hamlin 
won the pole at Phoenix and 
finished in the top 10 three 
times in his seven starts. 
More important, he finished 
every race. He did have 
32nd- and 33rd-place 
finishes, though. 

If he keeps his head on 
straight and continues to 
take direction from crew 
chief Mike Ford, Hamlin will 
be on the road to stardom. 


In his first season in the 
Busch Series, Bowyer challenged Truex for 
the title. Bowyer, 25, has tons of talent but 
has run in only one Cup event. Still, with 
veteran crew chief Gil Martin at the helm, 
Bowyer will learn quickly. 

He proved to be a solid student in 
preseason testing, and with the gains that 
Richard Childress made in the offseason in 
the engine and aerodynamic departments, 
Bowyer will be a contender when the green 
flag falls. 


He is coming off 
back-to-back Busch Series titles, but 
making the transition to Cup is not an 
easy chore. Both Dale Earnhardt Inc. cars 
struggled last year, and neither made the 
Chase. Moving the Nos. 1 and 8 under the 
same roof will make it easier to share 
information and solidify the teams’ 
platforms. 

Truex’s potential is unlimited, but he 
will have to learn to finish races. He failed 
to finish five of seven Cup races in 2005. 
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At 20, Sorenson is the baby of the bunch but was the best surprise 
in the Busch Series last season. 
After the second race, Sorenson never fell out of the top five in points. He finished 
fourth in the standings, completing 95.7 percent of all laps. 
Sorenson inherits the No. 41 car that showed tremendous promise toward the end of 
last season. Working with Jimmy Elledge is a bonus because Elledge has worked with this 
team and knows the systems. 


Yeley, 29, inherited a top 25 car, but he'll be lucky to finish that high in the 
standings. Despite a phenomenal open-wheel career that includes winning USAC’s Triple 
Crown, Yeley was unable to finish better than 25th in four Cup starts with the same team 
and equipment that JGR teammate Hamlin made sparkle. 

Although Yeley finished 11th in the Busch standings, a second full year of seasoning 
would have made the transition to Cup much smoother. 
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Stremme, 28, is the 
only driver other than Brent Sherman not 
to graduate from a top-tier Busch car. So 
for Stremme, driving the No. 40 is his first 
shot to prove his worth. 

No, the No. 40 car wasn’t a contender 
last season, but Sterling Marlin was ina 
lame-duck situation, and the investment 
simply wasn’t there. That will change this 
season; Ganassi Racing has worked 
overtime to get the Charger up to speed. 


Sherman, 31, is the biggest 
unknown in the rookie class. 
And his BAM Racing 
equipment is not equal to 
his rivals’. In 24 Busch 
career starts, 

=) Sherman had one 

4 top 10. Don’t expect 
f him to be around a 

A year from now. TSN 
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We've got a handle on what will happen this season, 
and, man, you can't make up some of this stuff— 
well, actually, yes you can By Matt Crossman 


ne of the amazing benefits 

of working at the SporTING 

News is having access to 

our archives department. 

We've got questionnaires 
filled out by actual baseball 
players—Married? Kids? What are 
you going to do in the 
offseason?—dating to forever 
ago, back when stick-and-ball 
athletes spoke to people other 
than their agents. 

More impressive than that, if 
you know where to look on the 
Internet, you'll find we have 
archives for events that haven't 
even happened yet. 


Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
breaks out of his doldrums by 
appearing in six Budweiser 
commercials, four Wrangler ads 
and a Navy spot in the Daytona 
500 and wins the race witha 
last-lap pass of Jeff Gordon. 

“I was making eyes at my 
girlfriend and lost track of where 
| was,” Gordon says 
despondently. Jamie McMurray 
announces he has signed a 
contract to drive for DEI 
beginning in 2010. 
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After four 
consecutive 43rd-place finishes 
and constant feuds with his crew 
chief, Earnhardt sells the rights 
to punch Tony Eury Jr. on eBay. 
Michael Waltrip makes the 
winning bid. Earnhardt fires Eury 
Jr. and hires Tony Eury III. 

NASCAR announces all teams 
will start using the Car of 
Tomorrow on the following 
Tuesday. Jack Roush’s pituitary 
gland jumps involuntarily from 
his body, but nobody notices 
because rookie sensation Clint 
Bowyer finishes on the lead lap 
for the third straight race. 


ee 
‘Baby, winning races is OK, 
but winning you ... priceless.’ 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN 


Tony Stewart 
apparently meant it when he said 
he'd get in shape. He shows up 
for the Aaron’s 499 at Talladega 
half the man he used to be, 
weighing just 125 pounds, But 
he’s 36th in points, and he has to 
have teammates lift his steering 
wheel so he can attach it. 

Earnhardt fires Eury Ill and 
hires . Earnhardt’s car 
doesn’t get any faster, but Vila 
builds him a wicked walk-in 
closet for his motorcoach. 
Earnhardt fires Vila and decides 
to act as his own crew chief. 
Somehow, he’s fifth in points. 
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Greg Biffle wins his 10th 
straight race, but nobody notices 
because the media can’t get 
enough of rookie sensation 
Denny Hamlin, who has three top 
15 finishes. 

Earnhardt fires himself as 
crew chief and rehires Eury Jr. 
after a tearful reunion at a Waffle 
House in Darlington, S.C., where, 
coincidentally, Stewart has eaten 
every meal for three weeks. 

The All-Star Challenge and 
Coca-Cola 600 are canceled when 
Humpy Wheeler’s ingenious plan 
for resurfacing Lowe's Motor 
Speedway backfires. Apparently, 
Goodyear tires are not made to 
run on broken glass. 

McMurray announces he has 
signed a contract to drive for Bill 
Davis Racing beginning in 2015. 


Jimmie Johnson snaps after 
winning at Michigan and 
tearfully admits he never 
shopped at Lowe’s before the 
store became his sponsor. But 
nobody notices because rookie 
sensation Reed Sorenson 
finishes 14th for the third time 
in as many weeks. 

After Stewart goes on 
another midsummer tear, it is 
discovered that he found the 
75 pounds he lost. Not to be 
outdone, Wood Brothers guru 

locks himself 
in an Arby’s, which immediately 
signs on as the official roast 
beef sandwich of NASCAR. 
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Watch Carl Edwards put his Lifein Drive 
-at Daytona with the new Ford Flsion. 
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July The second Pocono race 
could be in jeopardy; the stands 
are completely empty when the 
race ends a mere 76 hours after 
it starts. “I like cars driving in 
circles, not triangles,” says Bruce 
“Meat” Ocdonawicz of nearby 
Scranton. 

Will Ferrell brings NASCAR to 
the big screen with the movie 
Talladega Nights Experienced By 
A Guy Who Is High, Wide And 
Handsome. Ferrell's 
crew chief is 
played by 
Michael 
Clarke 
Duncan, 
who is 
hired and 
fired three 
times by 
Earnhardt. 


September Fourteen 
drivers make the Chase for 
the NASCAR Nextel Cup, 
but nobody notices 
because rookie sensation 
Martin Truex appears on 
the Today show. 


RIC FRANCIS / AP 


the Allstate 400 presented by 
Soulless Advertising Sellouts. 
Postrace festivities are canceled 
because nobody from Petty 
Enterprises knows where victory 
lane is. 

Jamie McMurray announces he has 
signed a contract to drive for Petty 
Enterprises beginning in 2017. 

Five Jack Roush Racing Fords are in 
the top 10, which prompts NASCAR 
CEO Brian France to initiate the 
Surname Exception, which bans all 
drivers from driving for men with 
five letters in their last names. Bill 
Davis throws a fit, so France agrees to 
grandfather him in. New owner Tim 
Brown complains, so France 
grandsons him in. Joe Gibbs lifts a 
finger, so France bows before him. 

Roush complains, and France 
promises to have him executed before 
being informed he has no such power. 
During a news conference in which he 
denounces the move, Roush’s spleen 
jumps through his throat, flies out his 
mouth and lands on the dais with a 
splat. 
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PREVIEW 1:0 


Valvoline. 


& BLOG ALERT 


For a guy so laid-back 

you wonder if he 
takes medication to raise 
his blood pressure, 
Martin Truex is awfully 
methodical. 


Matt Crossman trumpets Truex as the 
favorite for Rookie of the Year. Tell Crossman 


to take a pill at sportingnews.com, 


August Bobby Labonte wins October stewart weighs in at 150 pounds and hasn't finished 
worse than fifth in two months. Earnhardt hires 
Stewart's chef as his crew chief. 

The resurfacing of Lowe's hits another 
snag; the Super Glue that holds the track 
together falls apart. “I'd like to distract 
your attention with another glib and 
pointless remark,” Wheeler says, blatantly 


stealing a line from The Simpsons. 
McMurray announces he 
will drive for Hendrick 
Motorsports in 2018. 


November There's a 
five-way tie for the 
championship after the finale at 
Homestead, but nobody notices 
because rookie sensation Brent 
Sherman qualified on the 
outside pole. TSN 


Marr Geen 


picked out of 


Experts’ picks for the Chase ris a 
Lee Spencer Matt Crossman David Bukovich Jessica Daues Kathy Sheldon Jack Kruyne Mexican 
staff writer associate editor senior editor associate editor web host art director restaurant 
1. Carl Edwards Carl Edwards Tony Stewart Greg Biffle Tony Stewart Tony Stewart Elliott Sadler 
2. Greg Biffle Jeff Gordon Greg Biffle Carl Edwards Carl Edwards Jeff Gordon Clint Bowyer 
3. Tony Stewart Tony Stewart Carl Edwards Tony Stewart Matt Kenseth Carl Edwards Dave Blaney 
4. Jeff Gordon Greg Biffle Jeff Gordon Jeff Gordon Jeff Gordon Matt Kenseth Bobby Labonte 
5. Matt Kenseth Jimmie Johnson Jimmie Johnson Mark Martin Greg Biffle Greg Biffle Denny Hamlin 
6. Jimmie Johnson Kurt Busch Matt Kenseth Jimmie Johnson Jimmie Johnson Jimmie Johnson Carl Edwards 
7. Ryan Newman Mark Martin Dale Earnhardt Jr. Matt Kenseth Mark Martin Dale Earnhardt Jr. Kurt Busch 
8. Dale Earnhardt Jr. Jamie McMurra Mark Martin Jamie McMurra Dale Earnhardt Jr. Ryan Newman Jeremy Mayfield 
9. Mark Martin Matt Kenseth Ryan Newman Dale Earnhardt Jr. Kurt Busch Mark Martin Jeff Gordon 
10. Kurt Busch Martin Truex Kyle Busch Ryan Newman Elliott Sadler Jamie McMurray Jeff Burton 
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Lee Spencer’s Breakout drivers 
Jamie McMurray Denny Hamlin Kyle Busch 
Power Poll All five Roush cars made This Rookie of the Year Only six drivers had more 


1. Carl Edwards. Cup's best student 
moves to the head of the class. 


the Chase last season, and candidate had three top 10 top fives last year than 
McMurray will benefit from _ finishes in seven races last Busch. He'll gain the 


2. Greg Biffle. Patience is a virtue and being part of the juggernaut. year and won the pole at consistency to go with his 
the key to winning championships, but he'll He'll thrive as he learns Phoenix in November. Paired budding experience, and he'll 
finish second—bare! from Matt Kenseth, Mark with veteran crew chief Mike bea threat to crack the top 


3. Tony Stewart. An offseason of rest in 
Indiana will put the champ within range of 
defending his title. 

4. Jeff Gordon. New crew chief Steve 
Letarte will provide the impetus to kick-start 
the four-time champ back into the Chase. 

5, Matt Kenseth. Momentum and 
consistency will carry him within reach of 
title No. 2. 

6. Jimmie Johnson. A new spotter and 


Martin and Greg Biffle. Ford, he will do well. 10 in points. —Roger Kuznia 


Fantasy focus 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN 
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jedule 2006 te 


NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Sct 


additions to the pit crew won't be enough Date Race Track TV__| Time (ET) | 2005 winner 
to keep his top five streak alive. Gatorade Duel 1 at Daytona* 2:10 p.m. | Michael Waltrip 


Gatorade Duel 2 at Daytona* Daytona TNT | 3:40 p.m. | Tony Stewart 
Daytona 500 Daytona NBC | 2:30 p.m. | Jeff Gordon 


7. Ryan Newman. A new teammate will 
mean better cooperation but not better 


results. j Auto Club 500 California 4:05 p.m. | Greg Biffle 
8. Dale Earnhardt Jr. A family reunion March 12 | UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400 Las Vegas 4:35 p.m. 


with crew chief Tony Eury Jr. is just what he 
needs to make the Chase. 


March 19 | Golden Corral 500 Atlanta 1:30 p.m. | Carl Edwards 
March 26 | Food City 500 /Bristol = ——'|_- FOX | 2:15 p.m. | Kevin Harvick 


9. Mark Martin. So much for cutting April 2 _| Virginia 500 2 p.m. Jeff Gordon 
back; Martin will compete but fall short in April9 — | Samsung/RadioShack 500. Texas FOX | 3 p.m. Greg Biffle 


his second final season. April 22 |SubwayFresw500 | Phoenix | FOX | 8:25 p.m. | KurtBusch 
10. Kurt Busch. The completely April 30 Talladega 2 p.m. 
redefined No. 2 Miller crew will be back in May 6 Richmond 400 Richmond 7:20 p.m. | Kasey Kahne 

the High Lifeagain, May 13 __ | Dodge Charger 500 Darlington 6:55 p.m. | Greg Biffle 

11. Jamie McMurray. New teammates, May 20 Lowe's 9 p.m. Mark Martin 

new outlook on life, new hope. May 28 | Coca-Cola 600 Lowe's 5:30 p.m. | Jimmie Johnson 
12. Elliott Sadler. Expectations are high June 4 _ | MBNA RacePoints 400 Dover FX | 2:10 p.m. | Greg Biffle 
SU A June 11 _| Pocono 500 
13; Oeety Merete WeLeay Ae June 18 [Michigan 400° | Michigan | FOX | 1:40 p.m. | Greg Biffle 
momentum into the season after winning June 25 | Dodge/Save Mart 350 
oe soa July 4 Tony Stewart 
Tastee peenati waine ways 
bg niy8 
ee uly 
tt te pe ee Aug. 6 Indianapolis NBC | 2:40 p.m. | Tony Stewart 
Heelacment Aug. 13 | Sirius Satellite Radio atThe Glen | Watkins Glen :35 p.m. | Tony Stewart 

16. Kyle Busch. Expect nothing more ae _ SS tatepar : — sere Mate 
en borane Rab ors Sept. 3 California m. Kyle Busch 

17. Jeff Burton. With engineer Scott Sept. 9 Richmond ‘40 p.m. | Kurt Busch 

Miller at the helm, Burton has the Sept. 17 1:10 p.m. Ryan Newman 
sounding board to gain slight Sept. 24 TNT | 1:10 p.m. | Jimmie Johnson 
improvement. Oct. 1 Banquet 400 Kansas NBC | 2:10 p.m. | Mark Martin 

18. Jeremy Mayfield. The Charger still Oct. 8 2:30 p.m. | Dale Jarrett 

isn’t where it needs to be, so Mayfield will Oct. 14 5:10 p.m. | Jimmie Johnson 
suffer a huge drop. Oct. 22 1 p.m. Jeff Gordon 

19. Brian Vickers. It's now or never for a Oct. 29 12:40 p.m.| Carl Edwards 

win; three strikes and he’s out. Nov. 5 2:55 p.m. | Carl Edwards 

20. Kasey Kahne. There’s plenty of Nov.12 | Checker Auto Parts 500 Phoenix 3:25 p.m. | Kyle Busch 

beauty here, but it will take brawn to finish Nov. 19 | Ford 400 Homestead-Miami 2:50 p.m. | Greg Biffle 

higher. NOTE: Names of races, TV information are subject to change. *Nonpoints events. 
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Changes to full-time rides for 2006 


Fy i 4 Out Car In 
Sah ee & Marti 
® Idle artin 
U ide t @ Truex 
SS) 
Rusty 4 j Kurt 
Wallace Yas == | Busch 


Scott 
Wimmer 


Mike 
Wallace 


Chevrolet and Ford are adapting to 
changes on the noses and tails. Most Dodge 
teams continue to seek the balance on the 
2005 model that will bring it up to speed for 
this season. 

The new testing policy—NASCAR is limiting 
the number of sanctioned tests to six tracks— 

impedes the progress of the new cars. 
But for newcomers to the series, the 
lack of testing will be the cruelest cut 
of all. 
Tire leasing will limit the availability 
of Goodyears to the teams and will 
eliminate outside testing altogether. 
y Teams will have to hire additional 
personnel to monitor tire distribution 


i and returns. 


Clint 
Bowyer 


Dave 
Blaney 


BILL GUTWEILER FOR TSN 


ma Scott 
Idle WW | Riggs 
Kurt Busch’s departure from Roush Racing Scott 
is a new opportunity for Busch, a former Riggs 
champion, and a new opportunity to see 
whether the two Penske teams finally can | 
work together. Another concern for Busch is Bobby 
whether his Dodges will be anywhere close to Labonte 
the Fords. 
The series’ two most popular drivers, Ricky 
and , missed the Rudd 
Chase for the NASCAR Nextel Cup last 
year. Will they return with their “A” 
games, given the addition of new 
crew chiefs? Absolutely. 


McMurray 


(was 97) 
‘Now that ’'m Bobby ; | Travis 
done with Chloe, Hamilton Jr. . Kvapil 
Kim’s next.’ = 
Absolutely, even if that dimwit President Logan . td ; 
couldn’t find his rear with both hands. What's this have to pelt David 
do with NASCAR? Carl Edwards will be involved. He will wand Stremme 
appear in the addictive TV thriller 24 in the April 3 episode 
(9 p.m. ET, FOX). He has a speaking role, though details are Casey Reed 
scarce about what he will say. Mears Sorenson 
Our bet: “WE’RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME!” 
Our hope: “Yes, | killed Chloe, and I'd do it ; 
again ... (fade to evil cackle).” ‘i bree ( es 
Jeff ‘| Bobby 
Green Labonte 
2! Jimmie Johnson. If you're going Ken Bt } Brent 
2 to pay top dollar for a driver, Schrader eX Se. Sherman 
& make it Johnson. Z / \ 
B No other driver has finished in 3 Idle em Michael 
= the top five in each of the past four 8 wy Waltrip 
3 seasons. As long as he continues to ” 
= drive for Hendrick Motorsports and Mike } b| Jeff 
work with ultratalented crew chief Bliss | Green 


Chad Knaus, Johnson is golden. 


i 
Y 


6, RG C2008 Evernham Motorsports, 4 
Kahne Inovticensed by Everhart) Da 
yorny Of Roush Racing: 
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Get dialed in: This 


year’s Daytona 500 
will produce more 
drama than ever ae 


By Matt Crossman 


Gordon enters 
the Daytona 500 
in an unfamiliar 

role: He has to 
prove his bad 
season was a 

fluke. 


Omietimes NASCAR is like a scene in an Indiana 
Jones movie—just when you think the action 
@ouldn’t get any more intense, some freak 
Pumches you in the chest and rips out your 
h@amt. The Daytona 500 usually is intense 
Snough. It will be more compelling this season 
because ... 

@ It has been five years since Dale Earnhardt 
died. This will be the big story in the days leading 
up to the race. 

The Intimidator would hardly recognize the sport 
he left. There’s a different title sponsor, different 
points system, significant schedule changes and 
drivers young enough to be his grandkids. There’s a 
whole legion of new fans, and the sport is five years 
further out of the South. 

He certainly wouldn’t recognize the drivers—only 


It already has been five years since Earnhardt died 
at Daytona. If he raced in 2006, he would need a 
program to identify his competitors. 
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MAKE RACEDAY 


Official Pizza of Michael Waltrip Racing 


Cy LU MOI=S 


NS Add a 2 Liter of @2@ZZ to your 
Three Medium order and get a 30-day free trial of 


1-Topping Pizzas NASCAR.COM RACEDAY SCANNER 
for just $5 each! 
“Minimum 3 Pizza Purchase. 


Limited Time Offer. 


AN AN CAN 


FIGHT THE URGE TO WELD THE DOORS SHU 


TAKING POLE POSITION IN DALE EARNHARDT JR.’S GARAGE. NOW IT 
SMALL BLOCK V8. IT TAKES MONTE CARLO® SS FROM 0 TO 60 IN 5.6 


gosozzasngs zoey ‘dn apjong “dog WO G00Z@ “duog WD atn Jo jeWapEH 
& s} Anayg “Duy ‘Gujoey oyny Je 490}S JO} UORBIDOSSY jBUONeN ayy Jo yeWApeN pasajsiBad B St GHVOSYN “OU] JPJEYWER 9jeQ jo UONEZUOYINE aly JapUN pasn ase s}yGuAdoo pur ‘Sassouayy ‘seUIeU ‘Sseup ape ‘syseWapeL ‘dU] |PIEYUIL; ajeg pur IP IPseYyUeZ ajeg 
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ee 


HAS SOMETHING BIG IN COMMON WITH ITS NASCAR® COUSIN — A LEGENDARY 
SECONDS. SEE WHAT ELSE SEPARATES IT FROM THE PACK AT CHEVY.COM. 


18 of the 43 men who entered the 
2001 Daytona 500 still drive full 
time in Nextel Cup. Of the top 20 
finishers in that event, only Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. and Kyle Petty 
remain in the same cars. 

Even the drivers who remain 
are different—Mark Martin smiles 
all the time, and Tony Stewart is 
cuddly as a teddy bear. 

@ The sport’s two biggest 
stars—winners of the past two 
Daytona 500s—enter the season 
in unfamiliar roles. Junior and Jeff 
Gordon will be forced to prove 


NAM Y. HUN / AP 


Smash Mouth: Kurt Busch 


Roger Clemens: Tony Stewart 
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Rob Schneider, actor: Jimmie Johnson 


Steve Harwell, lead singer, Samm 


Kennedy, TV host: Dale Earnhardt Jr. 


they’ve still got it at a place home 
to some of their most shining 
moments. 

@ Picking the winner is an 
absolute crapshoot. It always is 
but even more so this year. 

Stewart has been dominant in 
the past two 500s; can he finally 
win one? Bill Elliott set old-school 
hearts aflutter by posting great 
times in preparing for a run in an 
MB2 Motorsports Chevy. 

Scott Riggs looked stout in his 
new Evernham Motorsports 
Dodge. Jamie McMurray would 
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STEPHEN CHERNIN / AP 


JENNIFER GRAYLOCK / AP 


love to get off the schneid quickly 
in his new Roush Racing Ford. Or 
it could be someone totally 
random. 

@ You never know what’s going 
to happen in a restrictor-plate 
race, 

Maybe there will be lap after 
lap of careful, patient racing. 
Maybe monkeys will fly out of 
Wally Dallenbach’s butt. Maybe 
the drivers will be maniacs 
throughout. Certainly a major 
wreck is always sweat-in-your- 
eyes away. 


Adam McKay, writer and director: Greg Biffle 
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Valvoline. 


If it’s the 
Daytona 500, 
a scene like 
this is certain 
to unfold. 


§ Say a prayer for 
nimble-mouthed broadcasters. ... 
“And Jamie McMurray in the 42 ... 
crap ... Jamie McMurray in the 97 
... Shoot ... Jamie McMurray in the 
26 car... . Well, forget it now; he 
completed the pass five minutes 
ago.” 

@ The Super Bowl of racing 
always has been a silly way to 
describe the race. It’s more like 
the Super Bowl meets opening 
day and gives birth to a carnival. 
Which is always good television. 

TSN 
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Never Always 
Realine be In 
it. Control. 


Jim Beam® Kentucky Straight Bourbon 
james B. Beam Distilling Co., 


Whiskey, 40% Alc./Vol. 
©2006 J Clermont, KY. 


Visit drinksmart.com to learn more. 


ACKSIDE SERVICES: N2* 
| nae 


DRIVER REPORTS | sctecer ip teams andra ey elements fom 10 (best trough 
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Mexico City 2005. 
On March 4th, UPS® helped 
facilitate the historic first 
NASCAR® Busch Series race in 
Mexico City. UPS helped move 


Edwards is the best student in the garage. If there were a sponge award for 
soaking up information, he would win it. Though he and his crew chief and 
engineers have polar-opposite personalities, they all are intellectual enough to find 
the common thread it takes to be successful. Edwards’ enthusiasm is one of his 
most endearing qualities off the track, but on the track he has had to learn to 
temper his gusto and give competitors respect in order to receive respect in return, 
especially in pressure-filled situations such as the Chase. 


more than 80 trucks and haulers Fa 
over the Mexican border in minutes : 4 Points 
j 2 8 finish Wins Top5s Top10s Poles 
instead of hours. They took care of : T2005 3 4 3 8 9 
all the special customs document 2 4 Career = 4 14 23 2 
preparation and processing as well 
as security and staging for all the 2 
teams. And they still managed The only thing that stood between Biffle and the 2005 title was a little luck and a lug 
to deliver crucial packages nut at Texas. In addition to having a breakout season, he figured out that 
ide. i Hav d consistency is the key to success. The new testing procedure will hurt Biffle. The only 

trackside, just as they do every dent in his team’s armor is Martinsville, and he no longer can test there. Biffle says a 
race weekend. more conservative approach to Talladega is a safer strategy, especially in the Chase. 

The No. 16 team remained intact during the offseason, pleasing Biffle to no end. The 
Official delivery company of crew jelled impressively last season. 

‘ Ja 
Lh a Points 


finish Wins Top5s Topi0s Poles |} 


BOB LEVERONE7 TSN 


NASCAR® is a registered trademark of the National 2005 2 6 15 2 1 0 
Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc 
© 2006 United Parcel Service of America, Inc Career — 9 22 35 1 


UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown ase 
registered trademarks of United Perce! Service of 
America, Inc, All rights reserved. 


3 


Smoke is the best all-around driver in the business. Moving back to Indiana 
allowed him to dramatically improve his focus. He will continue to reap the 
benefits of that move. The team had such an incredible run from July into 
November that Stewart was able to run conservatively in the season finale. Don’t 
expect crew chief Greg Zipadelli to change his strategy for 2006-f it's not broke, 
he won't fix it. Stewart’s obvious strength is his experience winning titles in a 
variety of series. 


10 Points 
10 finish Wins Top 5s Top10s Poles 
19 2005 1 5 17 25 3 


7 Career — 24 93 149 10 


Gordon used the last 10 races of 2005 to get a head start on 2006. Though Steve 
Letarte has been at Hendrick for a decade, it’s likely no amount of experience would 
prepare him to be crew chief for the No. 24. Gordon failed to finish far too many races 
last season; completing races is a must for a title contender. Gordon has won on all 
but three tracks—Chicagoland, Phoenix and Homestead—but he has struggled on 
intermediate tracks lately. Leading 39 laps and finishing ninth at Homestead was 
promising. The team made several offseason crew changes. 


2 Points 

2 finish Wins Top5s Top10s Poles 
g 2005 11 4 8 14 2 
9 Career - 73 199 269 54 
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Valvoline. 


Kenseth’s relationship with crew chief Robbie Reiser enables him to be 
brutally honest when he needs to be—and he was when his cars didn’t 
suit his style early last season. Now, with the new Fusion, this team will 
be well-positioned to make a run for its second title. Kenseth’s 
qualifying effort has improved tremendously but still has a ways to go. 
Leading laps will help him rake in the points. The greatest asset that 
the Roush drivers have is the crew chiefs’ ability to share information 
and work on issues together. Kenseth has exceptional car control. 


5 17 MATT KENSETH 


Rating Rating 
Crew chief || ||| |) || Ht aaam Experience | |]] | 4 
Pitcrew || 1} 1]] (ae Qualifying | {] 2 
Points 
finish Wins Top5s Topi0s Poles 
2005 7 1 12 


When your nickname is Mr. Consistency and you finish in the top five 
in points every year as Johnson has, it's hard to make the marginal 


Rating Rating 
improvements that will put you over the top. Johnson and crew chief 


Crew chief |||} | 5 6 | 
Pitcrew [I] 3 8 | Chad Knaus agree that the team must pace itself better during the 
| season so it can be ready to put its best foot forward during the 
oe Wins Top 5s Top 10s Poles f Chase. Johnson must pick up more bonus points for leading laps. He 
2005 5 4 13 22 must race more conservatively at Talladega and Richmond, tracks at 


Ae which patience is critical. 
ie att ED 


If Newman’s finishes were as strong as his starting positions, no one 
could challenge him for the Nextel Cup. What has held this team back 


Rating Rating reais 
is its inability to get along with Newman's Penske teammates. The 


Crew chief & Yammy Experience | || 2 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN’ 


Pit crew Qualifying (TTT BU operation hasn’t been able to take advantage of shared data. 
4 nt Newman's relationship with new teammate Kurt Busch will be closely 
ae Wins TopSs Top 10s Poles watched. Newman has been hit or miss lately at intermediate tracks, 
6 1 as es 8 once a strength. After struggling in 2005 with Chargers, he will run 


Career = 12 Intrepids and Chargers this season. 


= 
2 
S Had it not been for his win at Chicagoland, Earnhardt's 2005 season 
Rating Rating 3 would have been a total waste. The No. 8 blew through two crew chiefs 
Crew chief || || ||| TN am Experience || 1] 3 Es before Tony Eury Jr. returned at New Hampshire. If Earnhardt is to 
Pitcrew [IIIT] Pe Qualifying 1 3 make the Chase, he must pace himself during the summer stretch. The 
= improvement in the engine department should help that charge. 


Points Earnhardt has made significant gains on intermediate tracks, but he 


continues to struggle at California and Las Vegas. Those two tracks 
come early in the season and can kill a team’s momentum. 


So much for Martin's easy farewell tour. He will be racing more than 
ever this season. But he successfully balanced a more aggressive 
appearance schedule with on-track duties last season, and he will do 
the same in 2006. The only aspect missing from Martin's arsenal is 
luck. He is capable of winning anywhere. Martin, 47, remains in top 
shape by following a grueling daily workout routine. His team has 
remained intact for one final season in Nextel Cup, which will keep his 
confidence high. 


9 6 MARK MARTIN 


Rating Rating 
Crew chief |} ||| || (mm Experience ||| || |||] i) 
Pitcrew [||] |]] Am Qualifying |{]T] 5 
Points 
finish Wins Top 10s_ Poles 
2005 4 1 12 
227 359 


Busch faces a lot of questions entering the season. How will he and 
his new team adjust to each other? After driving Fords, how will Busch 
adapt to the poorly balanced Dodges? How Busch acclimates to 

the situation will determine the team’s success. Many of his team 
members worked on Ryan Newman's Busch squad, so they know how 
to win races together. But until this team works under the pressure of 
Nextel Cup racing, it will be hard to determine how solid it will be. A 
conservative approach will be best starting out. 


Crew chief Experience 


Pit crew Qualifying 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN 


Points 

finish Wins _ Top 
2005 10 3 9 
43 
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Seeking answers 


Limitations on testing are turning Busch into a 
glorified practice tour for Cuppers By Lee Spencer 


Between Busch and Cup Series racing, Biffle and 
Edwards won’t have much downtime on weekends. 


Three stories to watch in 2006: 


@ Veteran Kenny Wallace calls the Busch Series “mini Nextel 
Cup,” and with good reason. Eight Cuppers will attempt to run 
the full 2006 Busch Series schedule, and former champ Greg 
Biffle, Jeff Burton and Elliott Sadler all plan on running half or 
more of the schedule. 

There are two reasons for the shift: 1) With NASCAR 
tightening the reins on testing, it’s more important for Cup 
drivers to gather additional data from Busch events that will 
carry over to Sundays. 2) For the 30-and-under crowd— 
especially newcomers such as Carl Edwards, Denny Hamlin and 
Clint Bowyer—the additional seat time is invaluable. Most 
members of Cup’s burgeoning rookie class have spent very little, 
if any, time on some of the tracks. Without testing, drivers with 
limited road course and/or speedway experience have to get up 
to speed somewhere, and the Busch Series provides the perfect 
classroom. 

@ Many of the top organizations will let a young driver share 
seat time with a veteran in Busch. Although most of these 
newbies have been racing one vehicle or another since grade 
school, having a veteran as a sounding board will expedite their 
learning curves. Robert Yates Racing, Roush Racing and Richard 
Childress Racing have been quite successful with this practice. 

®@ Toyota won’t enter Busch until 2007, but expect the 
manufacturer to start 
signing up teams and 
drivers this season. 
Although Toyota will not 
provide teams with 
turn-key equipment—as 
was the case in the 
Craftsman Truck Series— 
history shows its factory 
support is second to none. 
That means Detroit’s Big 
Three manufacturers will 
have to start preparing now 
for Toyota’s coming-out 
party. TSN 


BUSCH SERIES Schedule 2006 


Date 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25 
March 5 
March 11 
March 18 
March 25 
April 8 
April 15 
April 21 
April 29 
May 5 
May 12 
May 27 
June 3 
June 10 
June 17 
June 24 
June 30 
July 8 
July 15 
July 22 
July 29 
Aug. 5 
Aug. 12 
Aug. 19 
Aug. 25 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Track 

Daytona International Speedway 
California Speedway 

Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Atlanta Motor Speedway 

Bristol Motor Speedway 

Texas Motor Speedway 

Nashville Superspeedway 
Phoenix International Raceway 
Talladega Superspeedway 
Richmond International Raceway 
Darlington Raceway 

Lowe’s Motor Speedway 

Dover International Speedway 
Nashville Superspeedway 
Kentucky Speedway 

The Milwaukee Mile 

Daytona International Speedway 
Chicagoland Speedway 

New Hampshire International Speedway 
Martinsville Speedway 

Gateway International Raceway 
Indianapolis Raceway Park 
Watkins Glen International 
Michigan International Speedway 
Bristol Motor Speedway 
California Speedway 

Richmond International Raceway 
Dover International Speedway 
Kansas Speedway 

Lowe’s Motor Speedway 
Memphis Motorsports Park 
Texas Motor Speedway 

Phoenix International Raceway 
Homestead-Miami Speedway 


Lee Spencer’s Power Poll 


1. Carl Edwards. Will be the first driver to win Busch and Cup in the same year. 

2. Clint Bowyer. RCR contingent is the strongest in the Busch garage. 

3. Kevin Harvick. “Happy” will be too busy to concentrate on Cup. 

4. Denny Hamlin. Confidence he earns in Cup will spread to his Busch performance. 
5. Reed Sorenson. Additional seat time will benefit his rookie Cup run. 

6. Jason Leffler. Will be a contender if he stays in one place. 

7. Kyle Busch. The solution for putting Hendrick back in the game. 

8. Paul Menard. Will fall short of picking up where Martin Truex left off. 


9. Kenny Wallace. Fan favorite has added firepower with a new teammate. 
10. Jon Wood. Additional support from Ford will take the team to a new level. 


FACTS 
FROM 
RACING 
HISTORY. 


i866: 


Dr. John Ellis 
creates the world’s 
first motor oil, which 
becomes known 
as “Valvoline.” 
Good thing. Or we'd 
all be using bacon 
grease to lubricate 


our engines. 


Valvoline. 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 
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2006 SQL [he PREVIEW ~~ 


7 Ss \ 


ze yg ss = & 5 Valvoline. 
= Date Track 
Feb. 17 Daytona International Speedway 
Feb. 24 California Speedway 
March 17 _—‘ Atlanta Motor Speedway 
: April 1 Martinsville Speedway 
: | Three stories April 29 Gateway International Raceway 
; ac i - May 19 Lowe’s Motor Speedway 
~o) ooo ne leads a group of diverse to watch in Me SS aaa 
characters that will take the series 2006: June 2 __ Dover International Speedway 
@ An all-Toyota top June 9 Texas Motor Speedway 
by storm By Lee Spencer five just might happen. June 17 __ Michigan International Speedway 
Given that Todd The Milwaukee Mile 


Bodine won 20 percent 
of the races last year, 
he’s a hot pick to be 
near the top again this 
season. Defending 
champ Ted Musgrave 
is Bodine’s teammate, 
which gives the 
manufacturer a 
dangerous 1-2 punch. 
Mix in former trucks 
champs Mike Skinner 
and Jack Sprague, 


July 1 Kansas Speedway 

July 8 Kentucky Speedway 

July 15 Memphis Motorsports Park 
Aug. 4 Indianapolis Raceway Park 
Aug. 12 Nashville Superspeedway 
Aug. 23 Bristol Motor Speedway 
Sept.16 New Hampshire International Speedway 
Sept. 23 Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Oct. 7 Talladega Superspeedway 
Oct. 21 Martinsville Speedway 

Oct. 28 Atlanta Motor Speedway 


CRAFTSMAN TRUCK SERIES Schedule 2006 


along with Johnny Nov. 3 Texas Motor Speedway 
Benson and David Nov. 10 Phoenix International Raceway 
Reutimann, and Toyota Nov. 17 Homestead-Miami Speedway 


has a recipe to destroy 
the field. In just three 
short years, Toyota has become the threat motorsports pundits expected. 

@ The infusion of young blood this year comes after a decade of the truck 
series being affectionately referred to as the “senior tour.” Team owners and 
manufacturers are forced to use the truck series to gain seat time for 
greenshoes because the Busch Series has become Cup Lite—the competition 
level is way over the heads of most rookies. The CTS features a lot of bumping, 
but there are only 25 races, the events are shorter and owners don’t have to 
spend near the amount of money to determine whether their investments in 
young drivers will pay off. However, this year’s rookies are running in top-tier 
equipment that will enable them to give the series their best shots. 

@ Talladega without restrictor plates? That will be the case when the CTS 
debuts at NASCAR’s biggest track in October. Considering the excitement the 
trucks generate at Daytona, imagine how wild the action will be when the 
sport’s outlaws are unleashed at Talladega. And considering the 2.66-miler 
will be repaved this spring for the first time since 1979, this will be the fastest 
trucks route ever. TSN 


Lee Spencer’s Power Poll 


1. Todd Bodine. Momentum and multiple wins will carry “Cueball” to the title. 
2. Ted Musgrave. Move to Toyota will prove costly for Dodge. 
3. Dennis Setzer. Will have to settle for being a bridesmaid once again. 
4, Ron Hornaday. Two-time champ will come close but fall short. 
5. Matt Crafton. Underrated racer will get help from the addition of a second team. 
6. David Starr. Expect a breakout year for the journeyman trucker. 
7. Mike Skinner. The series’ first champ will get tired of riding in the back. 
8. Bobby Hamilton. Dodge's lone wolf in the game still has the goods. 
9. Jack Sprague. A change of teams will do the former champ some good. 
10. Eric Darnell. Roush’s latest Gong Show winner will prove himself worthy. 
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Looks like there'll 
be a little more 
traffic at the track 
next year. 


Toyota is proud to be the newest member of the 2007 NASCAR 
NEXTEL Cup Series. Visit toyota.com/pitpass for more. 


7 insur 


NEXTEL. 
T EXTEL Cup Series is a trad by NASCAR, Inc. and Nextel C ications, Inc. ; 
LUMI eee ee ee €P)TOYOTA | moving forward » 


ith the island in my 
kitchen stuffed with 
sandwiches and the 
cooler in the corner 
overflowing with Bud 
Lights, I was the host for my 
fantasy football draft last August 
27. One owner not present was 
my brother Eric, who was in New 
Orleans. For his last pick, he said 
into my phone: “Give me Stephen 
Davis. I gotta go. Katrina’s 
coming.” 

That night was the last Eric 
spent in his house with his family. 
There was one other night, one 
by himself, but that’s better to 
forget—hours spent in thick heat 
after a day of pumping 4 feet of 
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filth out of his living room, 
smashing holes in his walls to 
impede the spread of mold and 
taking a shower by dumping 
water out of a gallon jug onto his 
head. Eric now lives in Dallas with 
his wife, Karin, and son, Brandon. 
My sister Anne had to spend 
three months living in Memphis 
with her family until they could 
return to New Orleans. My other 
sister, Kristin, and her husband, 
Mark, teach at makeshift schools 
where the students have 
experienced far worse than a pile 
of homework. And my parents, 
who stayed with my family in 
St. Louis for a month before 
returning to New Orleans—my 


DAVID J. PHILLIP / AP 
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mom’s hometown—are spending 
their retirement worrying far 
more than they should. 

I cherish my New Orleans 
memories, from visiting there as a 
kid to having predinner cocktails 
at Muriel’s with my wife, 
Shannon, to taking my boys, Eli 
and Owen, to Morning Call, where 
they would dump powdered 
sugar on their beignets and then 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Hurricane Katrina 
tore at the lives of 
Tulane’s players 
just as it tore at 
everyone and 
everything in New 
Orleans. But after 
months of travel 
and tribulation, the 
Green Wave is back 
on its own court 
with a fresh start. 
By Kyle Veltrop 


leave with small white 


fingerprints on their jeans. 

Before Katrina, I thought of 
New Orleans as a city loaded with 
culture, charm, cuisine and 
frivolity. Now, I think of the place 
Eric no longer calls home. 

Katrina stories, like my 
family’s, are commonplace all 
over New Orleans, including on 
the campus of Tulane. 


‘This one was different’ 


Kory Castine, a junior forward on Tulane’s basketball team, is from 
New Orleans’ West Bank. He and his family hadn’t ever evacuated for a 
hurricane. “This one was different, though,” says Castine. “Katrina was 
coming in as a (Category) 5, maybe the strongest one ever.” 

Not all of the Castines got to 
leave. Kory’s mother, Desiree, 
stayed because she was a nurse at 
Lindy Boggs Medical Center. When 
the hurricane hit on Monday, Kory 
and his dad, Ronald, were in Lake 
Charles, La. There, they waited out 
the storm, then watched as their 
city became ravaged by flood water, 
looting and suffering. They still 
hadn’t heard from Desiree by 
midweek, so they spent a day 
gathering supplies—including rafts, 
wet suits and two guns—so they 
could go back and find Kory’s 
mother. But before they left Lake 
Charles, Desiree called. Lindy 
Boggs’ generators had flooded, 
causing the hospital to shut down. 
Some of the staff, including 
Desiree, got on a boat and then 
were taken by helicopter to Atlanta. 

After spending the fall semester at Texas A&M, Castine and his 
teammates returned to Tulane—and to a new New Orleans—in 
December. There were far fewer people, and most restaurants closed by 
7 p.m.—if they opened at all. New Orleans is known for places such as 
Emeril’s, Delmonico and Galatoire’s, but Castine’s cravings run a little 
simpler—he misses the Wendy’s that hasn’t reopened near the campus. 

The city wasn’t the only thing that had changed. 

“I kind of grew up during the hurricane,” Castine says. “Like over 
Christmas, I baby-sat my nephew a lot because my brother, mother and 
father were all working. It was a chance to show! could handle 
responsibility.” 

Castine beams when he mentions Christmas, a time when a family 
that had swallowed too much stress got to relax, a time when a family 
that had been apart got to be together. 

“Seeing my family, being able to eat dinner with them, that was a 
blessing,” he says. “If | had never known Christmas, | know Christmas now.” 


home 


) can still help 


There are plenty of ways to donate or volunteer for Katrina 
relief. In addition to the American Red Cross (redcross.org, — 
800-435-7669), the New Orleans Ti [eRe ae ane 
hurricane eee center: no n a Ye 


Photos by 
John Rowland for TSN 


No Green Wave player was affected more by Katrina 
than Castine, a New Orleans native who now has a 
richer appreciation for his family. 
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‘The first step to growing up 

Finished with summer school, Tulane junior guard Chris Moore 
headed home to McKinney, Texas, to see his brother play football on 
August 26. It was supposed to be a quick trip, but Chris’ dad, Bryan, saw 
where Katrina was headed and asked his son, “Why don’t you stick 
around a few days?” 

That turned out to be four months. Going from 
Tulane, a small school in a big city, to Texas A&M, a 
massive institution in a rural town, was a culture 
shock to some of the Green Wave players. 

“Unless you're from Texas, you don’t understand 
how Texas towns are,” Moore says. 

The oldest of four children, Moore took on the big 
brother role within Tulane’s basketball family. 

“Thad to help some 
guys get through it,” he 
says. “I have a really close 
relationship with my dad, 
but instead of me leaning 
on him, I was there for 
other people to lean on. I 
guess that’s the first step 

to growing up.” 

The players had just 
one another at A&M. It 
wasn’t unusual for 

everyone to cram into one room and watch 
TV. They had two cars among them, so there 
were plenty of group outings. 

The players were the first students back 
on Tulane’s campus, and one of Moore’s first 
stops, on Christmas, was the house on 
Willow Street where he had lived. Water 
seeped into the house after Katrina, and only 
his television and some clothes were spared. 

“You know what, though,” says Moore, 
who leads the Wave in minutes, “people had 
it a lot worse than me. 

“My dad tells me, ‘When you get older, 
you're going to tell your kids about this year.’ 2 
We're living through something that’s team in minutes on the 


unbelievable. It’s going to be a great story to court and shows the way 
tell.” for teammates off of it. 


Moore is Tulane’s captain 
for a reason: He leads the 


g/2ayogs 63 


It’s tough to imagine drawing up a more difficult assignment for a 


first-year head coach than the one Dickerson has handled. 


‘It happened to 
be The Big One’ 


Instead of attending a 
meet-and-greet barbecue for his 
freshman orientation, guard Ryan 
Williams loaded his belongings in 
his dorm, then joined the rush 
out of town. 

“The very first day,” says 
Williams, shaking his head. 
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Senior center Quincy Davis left 
New Orleans before the 
hurricane, but he didn’t know he 
was evacuating—he was just 
going to pick up his truck. 

“I just thought we were headed 
for another heavy rainy day in 
New Orleans,” Davis says. “But 
then, it happened to be The Big 
One.” 

Williams thought he would be 
going to a school with 13,000 


two cities, two campuses, two positions. 
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Williams’ freshman season has been marked by a triple double: 


students; in his first semester, he 
shared a campus with 44,000. For 
weeks, he had to ask directions 

to figure out where he was going. 

His head also has been 
spinning on the court. Williams 
was recruited as a shooting 
guard but had to take over at the 
point after the transfers of 
Vincent Camper and Taylor 
Rochestie. Williams is learning 
how to run a team in a major 
conference in his first year in 
college. With a laugh, he says, 
“The rest of my career should be 
pretty easy.” 

The rest of Davis’ career, 
meanwhile, is evaporating. After 
attending Pete Newell’s Big Man 
Camp in Las Vegas last summer, 
Davis had high ambitions for his 


senior season. But being 
displaced sent him into a funk. 

“I had to play mind games with 
Quincy just to get him to show 
any kind of enthusiasm,” coach 
Dave Dickerson says. 

Davis is the Wave’s most 
talented player but not always its 
most productive. But he appears 
intent on closing his career in 
strong fashion. He is averaging 
15.4 points in the past eight 
games. He also has achieved 
peace off the court. 

“Despite all of the bad things 
that have happened,” he says, 
“there have been some good 
things, like the young guys asking 
me for advice. There were plenty 
of times I got down, but I knew I 
couldn’t crumble.” 


Tulane may not be one of 
the nation’s best teams— 
though the Wave has 
played better lately—but 
its players’ bonds have 
been strengthened by 
rough times. 


‘It has been 
a trying year’ 


Benjy Taylor, an 
assistant coach and the 
lead recruiter for the 
Green Wave, felt good 
heading into the school 
year. Dickerson’s staff, in 
its first year, had 
formulated a list of 
recruits who would be 
primary targets. Campus 
visits were lined up. 

Recruiting is hard 
under normal 
circumstances. It’s near 
impossible when you are 
unsure whether you have 
a budget and you don’t 
have a campus to show 
off. Ultimately, Tulane 
failed to get a commitment 
during November's early 
signing period. 

“Because we built good 
relationships with these 
families, everyone 
wanted to know how we 
were doing because of 
the hurricane,” Taylor 
says. “But once we 
started talking business, 
it just became a tough, 
tough sell to sign with 
us.” 

The energetic Taylor 
still thinks enough 
quality players will be 
enticed by the opportunity to get 
plenty of minutes in Dickerson’s 
uptempo system and the chance 
to attend a first-rate university. 

But it will be a struggle. The 
Tulane campus sustained damage 
from Katrina, but at least the 
repairs and renovations there are 
at full-throttle. New Orleans is a 
different story. The city once 
served as a nice recruiting tool, 
but now ... 

Countless homes still bear 
search-and-recovery markings 
and flood stains. Entire sections 
of town are unlivable. The 
Lakefront area has boats resting 
on top of one another and docks 
roughed up by the angry waters 
of Lake Pontchartrain. 

Then, there is the 9th Ward, the 


area of utter devastation that 
gained infamy during the hell week 
after Katrina. Some homes have 
holes punched in their roofs, and 
you wonder: Was anyone saved? 
Another house has a phone 
number painted on it—along with 
the words Call Me Hope Your 
Safe—and you wonder: Was that 
call ever made? And then there is a 
rusted tricycle, lying on a pile of 
rotten wood, and you wonder: The 
little girl who once rode that bike, 
where is she now? 


Bringing sports 
back to 


New Orleans 


Along with Tulane basketball, 
other teams slowly are returning 
to New Orleans, 

University of New Orleans 
basketball. Lakefront Arena, 
which is near Lake 
Pontchartrain, sustained 
significant damage, so the 
Privateers have been playing at 
the on-campus Human 
Performance Center since 
mid-January. 

Tulane baseball. The Green 
Wave, a national power, is 
playing at Zephyr Field, home of 
New Orleans’ Class AAA 
baseball team, after its home 
field washed into the main 
athletic complex after Katrina. 
The field now is a housing area 
for trailers and construction 
equipment. 

New Orleans Saints. The 
NFL announced last week the 
team would return to the 
Superdome on September 24, 
against the Atlanta Falcons. 

New Orleans Hornets. The 
team will play six games at New 
Orleans Arena next season; the 
rest will be in Oklahoma City. 

—Benson Taylor 


‘Home is home’ 


As a freshman at Maryland, 
Dickerson played with Len Bias, 
whose death in the summer of 
1986 sent the program into a 
tailspin. While Dickerson was an 
assistant at Maryland, the 
Terrapins won the 2002 national 
title. So he has dark days and 
championship celebrations to 
draw from to help him navigate 
through this season. 

So much chipped away at this 


first-time head coach while in 
College Station: The Wave often 
had to practice late at night. The 
team’s first eight games were on 
the road. At times Dickerson 
wondered whether he needed to 
get his own players in the program 
before it could find success. 

Dickerson also was concerned 
about his wife, Laurette, who 
struggled adjusting to the move 
to College Station after they had 
been in their New Orleans home 
for only a few weeks. They 
worried about the well-being of 
their 5-year-old son, Dave, who 
now has attended four schools in 
seven months. 

“We were all depressed,” 
Dickerson says. “We just kept 
ourselves busy and ignored it. 
When I write my book, I'll advise 
anyone who has to go through 
something difficult to really focus 
on the mental side. I know I was 
not myself the whole time. 

“My father, when he was living, 
used to say, ‘Home is home,’ and 
that’s where he wanted to be.” 

Things changed on Christmas 
Eve, the team’s first day back 
home in New Orleans—the day of 
the team’s first practice on the 
campus. Team trainer Kevin 
McShan felt instant comfort just 
looking at the Fogelman Arena 
floor. “There was a ‘T’ on the 
court at A&M, too,” McShan says, 
“but it didn’t stand for Tulane.” 

Dickerson gathered everyone at 
midcourt and talked to them for 
10 minutes about the opportunity 
to start fresh. Then they 
scrimmaged and played the most 
spirited basketball of their lives. 

“| had never seen a team the 
way they were on the 24th,” 
Dickerson says. “I said, ‘God 
almighty, this team is different.’ | 
knew then that we were going to 
beat Richmond.” 

Three days later: Green Wave 
64, Spiders 41. 

Not every night has been like 
that, but at least what once 
appeared to be a lost season now 
has direction. After a 4-11 start, 
Tulane has won five of its past 
seven games. 

Barring a run to the 
Conference USA Tournament 
title, this won’t be an NCAA 
Tournament team. But while 
you're watching Duke and 
Connecticut weave their way 
through the bracket, don’t forget 
Tulane. The Green Wave will be 
home, but that’s not such a bad 
thing. TSN 
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Don't hand that Western Conference trophy 
to the Spurs just yet. 


Stylish Mavs now 
have some substance 


s fans and league officials 

begin to dread the thought 

of another defense-first, 

fundamentals-filled Finals 

involving the Pistons and 
Spurs, there’s another, often 
overlooked possibility: the 
Mavericks. 

You remember the Mavs, that 
high-scoring outfit with the crafty 
old coach and an owner more 
interested in glitz than grit? 

Oops. Wrong team. 

This season’s Mavericks aren't 
the Mavs you've grown 
accustomed to in recent years. 
The joke about the “allas” 
Mavericks—there was no “D” in 
Dallas, after all—not being able to 
challenge for a title no longer 
applies. 

A recent 13-game winning 
streak has put the Mavs right 
there with the Spurs in the 
standings. One thing seems 
certain: The Western Conference 
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Not even 


finals between these two teams 
should be a beauty. 

Oops. Wrong again. Because,of 
the NBA’s playoff structure, the 
second-place team from the 
Southwest Division, regardless of 
how impressive its record is, 
likely will be a No. 4 seed, 
meaning any Spurs-Mavs 
matchup would occur in Round 2. 

Nevertheless, for the first time 
in their 26-year history, the 
Mavericks have a realistic chance 
to win a championship. All it took 
was some tinkering and a new 
coach with an unwavering 
commitment to defense. 

Avery Johnson, who took over 
for Don Nelson late last season, 
has gotten his players to buy in 
and sell out. The results have 
been impressive—the Mavs 
allowed an average of just 86.6 
points during the streak. 


Johnson has won 55 of his first Thanks to the Mavericks’ improved interior defense, Dirk Nowitzki 
is able to pour his energy into scoring. 


68 regular-season games as a 
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Elsewhere in the Lone Star State 2 


Wasn't there supposed to be another team in Texas 
ready to give the Spurs some trouble? 

Hasn't happened. The Rockets, coming off a 51-win 
season and a heartbreaking first-round playoff loss to 
the Mavericks, thought they did the requisite offseason 
work to take the next step. Fast-forward a few months 
and Houston appears ready to miss the postseason 
altogether. 

It's easy to cite injuries to Yao Ming and Tracy 
McGrady—they've missed 34 games combined—but 
the biggest reasons for the Rockets’ decline have been 
bad moves and bad luck. The team took a significant 
wallop in October when knee and back problems put 
Bob Sura’s career on hold. Sura, one of the league’s 
quintessential glue guys, has yet to play this season 
and might never play again. The Rockets were 42-17 


when Sura started last season. 

But even before Sura got hurt, general manager Carroll 
Dawson messed with Houston’s backcourt by signing 
chronically injured shooting guard Derek Anderson who— 
surprise—has been hurt most of the season. Dawson also 
traded for point guard Rafer Alston, who hasn't made 
much of an impact. Meanwhile, Mike James, the player 
Alston was traded for, is Toronto’s second-leading scorer. 
The offseason acquisition of power forward Stromile Swift 
hasn’t panned out, either. Many questioned whether Swift 
would be able to grasp coach Jeff Van Gundy’s detailed 
defensive schemes, and those questions proved 
legitimate. 

Yao and McGrady now are healthy and playing 
together, but it is who is surrounding them that is the 
real problem in Houston. 
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head coach, and it has been 
impossible not to see a shift in 
priorities since he assumed 
control. Johnson has given Dallas a 
defensive identity. That, along with 
the team’s personnel, puts the 
Mavericks in the same company as 
the Pistons and Spurs. 

Johnson caught some heat for 
his role in the Erick Dampier 
sign-and-trade deal two summers 
ago. That heat intensified after 
Dampier’s poor playoff 
performance last spring and his 
benching last month in favor of 
DeSagana Diop. 

But, details aside, Diop and 
Dampier provide a defensive 
interior capable of wearing down 
San Antonio's Tim Duncan over 
the course of a series. On the 
perimeter, Adrian Griffin has 
become a poor man’s Bruce 
Bowen. The Spurs’ Bowen has 
earned a reputation as one of the 
most rugged wing defenders in 
the league, a player who has to 
concern himself only with 
guarding the opponent's best 
shooting guard or small forward. 
Griffin has the same role with 
Dallas. 

On offense, the Mavericks might 
not be as good as they were with 
Steve Nash and Michael Finley, but 
they're still one of the 
highest-scoring teams in the 
league. Jason Terry isn’t the 
decision maker or distributor 
Nash is, but he’s as good a 3-point 
shooter and a better defender. 
Josh Howard and Marquis Daniels 
are unsung role players. And Jerry 
Stackhouse and Keith Van Horn 
are veterans who can help win a 
few playoff games over the course 
of an arduous postseason. 

It sure doesn’t hurt that 
Duncan is battling plantar 
fasciitis and Manu Ginobili has 
struggled all season with foot and 
ankle issues. The Spurs still are 
the favorites to come out of the 
West, but dismissing Dallas 
would be a mistake. TSN 
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14th in the West. 
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Wally Szczerbiak’s inconsistency made the trip from Minnesota to 
Boston. In the span of a week, Szczerbiak handed out a career-high 10 
assists in one game and had zero in 85 minutes in the next two games. 


Maybe Timberwolves vice president 


his reasons, but it’s hard to imagine the trade with the 


Celtics that yielded SG Ricky Davis, C 
PG Marcus Banks and SF Justin Re 


plenty of big names are 
being talked about as the 
February 23 trading deadline 
nears. All options remain 
open regarding the following 
players: Pierce, Nuggets 

PF Kenyor 

SG allen iverson, 
Timberwolves PF Kevi 
Garnett, Magic SG Steve 


rancis, Lakers SF Lamar 
Odom, Hawks SF Al 

arrington, Clippers 
SF Corey Maggette, Jazz 
PF Carlos Boozer and Bulls 
SG Ben Gordon. > The 
Warriors appear to be 
hanging on for dear life these 
days. Golden State salvaged 
a recent three-game trip with 
a win at Cleveland, a game in 
which PG Baron Davis left 
early with a sprained ankle. 
Afterward, Warriors SF Mike 
Dunleavy talked about how 
the Warriors “were forced” to 
spread the ball around in 
Davis’ absence. Davis and 
PF Troy Murphy, also out 
with a sprained ankle, hope 
to return after the All-Star 
break. » Couldn't help but 
Notice the looks on the faces 
of coach Phil Jackson and 
SG Kobe Bryant after 


In the Just Plain Wrong department: Ray Allen over Chris Paul on the 
Western Conference All-Star roster. Paul has led the Hornets into playoff 
contention by making his teammates better. Allen and the Sonics are 


making much of 
a difference. Though you can argue the merits of each, 
the bottom line is McHale acquired four players off one 
of the league's worst teams, and not one of them was 
SF Paul Pierce. > There will be lots of denials from 

the various G.M.s involved, but the fact remains 


PF Brian Cook launched a 16-footer with 15 seconds 
remaining in a tied game against the Grizzlies. Cook 
missed, and the Grizzlies scored at the other end for a 


100-99 win. > Rookie PG Der 


through 2010. 
Kiki Vandeweghe 
lartin from the 
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, no longer 
starting for the Jazz, had 
four assists in 27 
minutes off the 

bench against the 
Rockets recently. 
This was viewed 
positively in 
Utah—there are 
some who believe 
Williams has 
become reluctant to share 
the ball because he’s afraid 
of turning it over and drawing 
coach Jerry Sloan’s ire. 
> Timberwolves PG Marko 
ic expressed frustration 
after he was taken out of the 
starting lineup last week. The 
next night, Jaric was not on 
the active roster against the 
Hornets. The official reason: 
tendinitis. > Knicks coach 
wn has found an 
abundance of scapegoats 
during his team’s 
disappointing season, and it 
appears he’s back to C Ede 
. Brown had a pointed 
face-to-face conversation with 
Curry in full view of reporters 
after New York's loss to the 
Hornets last week. Though 
neither Brown nor Curry 
elaborated on the 
discussion, it was obvious 
Brown was targeting Curry for 
the team’s lack of toughness. 
The Knicks forced only five 
turnovers and blocked one 
shot in the game. 


Last February, Carlos Boozer suffered a mysterious 
foot injury. Since then, players have retired. 
One-year CDs have matured. Trees have added 
rings. And now—a miracle!—Boozer can play again. 


But will it make a difference for the Jazz? Sean Deveney doesn't think so. Tell 
us what you think at sportingnews.com. 


You heard it here 


“| know there’s a lot of pressure on the refs when 
they come here because Mark (Cuban, Mavericks 
owner) has them review the tapes and send them in 
to the league. And these guys are nervous Nellies 
when they come in to referee in this building. But they 
have to do a better job than they're doing” —Phil 
Jackson after the Lakers committed 28 fouls to the 
Mavericks’ 18 in a Lakers loss at Dallas. 

Based on the overall numbers, however, perhaps 
Jackson should pour his whine on the Pistons. When 
the Pistons play at home, they are called for 2.89 
fewer fouls per game than when they're on the road, 
the second biggest difference in the league (behind 
the Wizards). The Mavs commit an average of 1.66 
fewer fouls when they're at home. 


umber 


Players who are shooting better than 
90.0 percent on free throws: 


Peja Stojakovic, Pacers (91.8) 


Ray Allen, Sonics (90.4) 
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The list 


Talking T’s 

, Pistons 12 
Kobe Bryant, Lakers 11 
Allen Iverson, 76ers 9 
Zaza Pachulia, Hawks 8 
Baron Davis, Warriors 8 


Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Kings 8 
Stephen Jackson, Pacers 8 
Beginning this season, players 
will receive a one-game 
suspension after their 16th 
technical. After that, every other 
ensuing technical will result in 


find himself on the bench. 


another one-game suspension. = 
If Wallace keeps getting 2 
chatty with the refs, he could e 

iS 


Entering the week: Best free throw shooting teams 


Suns 80.6% >>Kings 80.1% 


Some of the league’s best minds come 
from one of the last places you’d expect 


Only a handful of colleges 
can boast that they have at 
least a half-dozen alums in the 
NBA. You know the type: North 
Carolina, Indiana, Kentucky. 

Here’s one that might 
surprise you: the University of 
San Diego. That’s right, the 
small liberal arts school 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
has become a pipeline to the 
pros. Of course, we're not 
talking about players. The 
Toreros haven’t had anyone 
drafted since Scott Thompson 
in 1987, and only one player 
from USD has appeared in a 
regular-season game. Stan 
Washington played 4 minutes 
more than 30 years ago. 

But when you start counting 
coaches and front office types, 
USD ranks with the big boys. A 
rundown of the league’s 30 
head coaches shows four 
colleges have produced two 
each: North Carolina (Larry 
Brown, George Karl); Kentucky 
(Pat Riley, Dwane Casey); 
Indiana (Mike Woodson, 
Lawrence Frank); and—that’s 
right—USD. Mike Brown 
(1990-92) is the first-year coach 
of the Cavaliers, and longtime 
NBA coach Bernie Bickerstaff 
(1969-73) is the Bobcats’ main 
man. 

The rest of the Toreros’ NBA roster: 

@ Eric Musselman, Class of ’87, Grizzlies 
assistant and former head coach of the 
Warriors. 

@ Chris Grant, Class of 94, Cavaliers 
assistant G.M. 

B® Neal Meyer, Class of '94, Clippers 
assistant coach. 

B David Fizdale, Class of 96, Hawks 
assistant coach. 

@ James Borrego, Class of 2001, Spurs 
video coordinator. 

In addition, Mavericks assistant Joe 
Prunty served a brief stint as a USD 
assistant coach, and Pacers vice president 
David Morway has a law degree from USD. 

Hank Egan, the man most responsible for 
the influx, did not attend USD but coached 
there for 10 years. Egan left San Diego when 
he was hired as a Spurs assistant by Gregg 
Popovich, who had played at the Air Force 


Clippers 79.9% 


Raptors 78.5% 


Former Toreros such as Bickerstaff adhere to the same 
philosophy—taking care of their own. 


Academy when Egan coached there. Once 
in the NBA loop, Egan helped Grant, 
Fizdale, Meyer and Borrego find their first 
NBA jobs. While Egan was at USD, a phone 
call to Bickerstaff helped Mike Brown land 
his first gig as an intern with the Nuggets. 

Musselman, however, found his own way 
into the league. After graduation, he 
hustled a job in ticket sales with the 
Clippers, then went on to have a successful 
career as coach and G.M. in the CBA before 
returning to the NBA. One of the first calls 
he made after getting the Warriors’ job was 
to ask Egan to assist him. When Brown was 
hired by the Cavs last summer, he did the 
same thing. Soon after, Grant left his job 
with the Hawks to join the Cavs. Seems the 
little-school guys like to stick together. 

“Who knows, maybe we'll all end up 
working together someday,” Meyer says. 
“You never know.” —Stan McNeal 


Sonics 78.1% >>Worst 
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Blazers 69.2% 


BASEBALL 


he Reds’ role model is 
about 250 miles northeast 
of Cincinnati, playing in the 
same state and in a similar 
market. The Indians rebuilt 
by improving their farm system 
and trading veteran stars for 
younger, cheaper players. 

New Reds general manager 
Wayne Krivsky should follow 
their example, and his hiring is 
an indication that new owner 
Bob Castellini is willing to take 
the bold and painful steps 
necessary to revive the 
franchise. 

Krivsky, 51, spent the past 10 
years with the Twins, a 
low-revenue club even more 
accomplished than the Indians. 
His experience provided ideal 
preparation for him to succeed 
with the Reds. Under G.M. 

Terry Ryan, the Twins 
succeeded in all the areas in 
which the Reds have failed in 


recent years: player development, 


payroll management, trades. 
The solution for the Reds is 
not a series of shortsighted, 
headline-grabbing moves to 
appease a fan base frustrated 
with five straight losing seasons. 
No, the solution is to start over. 
The Reds are so pitching-thin, 
they’re not going to compete in 
the N.L. Central anytime soon. 


Memo to new Reds G.M. Wayne Krivsky: 
Trade Adam Dunn. Trade Ken Griffey. 
Start over. 


Ohio's No. 2 team 
needs to borrow 
from the Indians’ 

blueprint { 


The timing of Krivsky’s hiring 
puts him at a disadvantage. 
Between now and the July 31 
nonwaiver deadline—or at the 
very least, over the next year— 
Krivsky should trade first 
baseman Adam Dunn, center 
fielder Ken Griffey and every 
other high-priced part 
possible. 
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New Diamondbacks, Josh Byrnes hoieily had a productive offseas 
ding rig ghthander Javier Vazquez and third baseman T Troy Glaus and i improve 
iring catcher Johnny Estrada, sec 


nes and Jeff DaVanon. The pitc 


Popular or not, 
Griffey probably is 
worth more to the 
Reds as trade bait 
than as a member 

of their lineup. 


5 cleared salary 


The Astros, deep in young 


pitching, have long coveted Dunn. 


The return for Griffey wouldn’t be 
nearly as significant, but the Reds 
would gain increased flexibility 
on a payroll expected to be about 
$60 million this season. The only 
players the Reds should sign long 
term are up-and-comers who 
would agree to club-friendly 
deals; shortstop Felipe Lopez and 
perhaps outfielder Wily Mo Pena 
would qualify. 


G Sporting News’ Fantasy Baseball Owners Manual teaches you how to play like an 
expert. Available online: sportingnews.com/books/baseball. 
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Castellini surely doesn’t want 
to move a slugger such as Dunn in 
one of his first acts, but the most 
visionary moves often are the 
least understood. Indians fans 
hated the trade of righthander 
Bartolo Colon to the Expos in 
June 2002. Yet, Cleveland’s 
bounty included two eventual 
cornerstones, center fielder Grady 
Sizemore and lefthander Cliff Lee. 

Indians G.M. Mark Shapiro 
made three other lopsided trades 
during that period, acquiring first 
baseman Ben Broussard, 
outfielder Coco Crisp and 


designated hitter Travis 
Hafner. The Reds don’t 
have as many good 
prospects as the Indians 
did then; there is no C.C. 
Sabathia, Victor Martinez 
or Jhonny Peralta in their 
farm system. But Dunn is 
a chip every bit as valuable as 
Colon was in ’02. 
The Reds boast a proud 
history, a devoted fan base and 
a relatively new ballpark. Dan 
O’Brien, their former G.M., 
was correct in his belief 
\ that a turnaround will take 
’ time, but he was too 
passive in his approach. 
The most successful 
low-revenue teams 
combine patience and 
aggressiveness and 
f constantly shuffle 
players in search of 
the greatest possible 
value. The Indians’ 
recent trade of Crisp 
for a package headed 
by third base 
prospect Andy 
Marte was an 
example of such 
forward thinking. 
The Reds’ signing 


Eric Milton as a 
ne team free agent a year 
! ago was not. 
Krivsky is smart 
enough to 


understand the 

difference. If he does his job well, 
his transformation of the Reds 
initially will make fans confused, 
even angry. At times, it might 
even look like outright surrender. 

But that’s OK because the 
no-pain, no-gain concept applies. 
As the Indians’ Shapiro can attest, 
the less popular Krivsky is in his 
first year, the better off the 
franchise might be. TSN 


Ken Rosenthal is 
FOXSports.com senior baseball 
writer His Insider column is 
special to the SPORTING NEws. 
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THEY'LL BE THERE FOR THEIR COUNTRIES. 
WILL YOU BE THERE FOR YOURS? 


SAS 
6 
The World Baseball Classic!” From March 3-20? 16 international teams and over 2° . 
400 superstars will play for the pride of their countries and the championship. _ BASEBALL SPOKEN HERE™ 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT WORLDBASEBALLCLASSIC.COM 


The Braves’ concern with = 
RF Jeff Francoeur’s : " ) b 
making Team USAs 
30-man roster for the 

World Baseball Classic is 
that he won't get enough at- 
bats to be ready for the ~ 
season. Francoeur, 22, hardly Ee 
is a finished product; as a rookie 
last season, he batted .413 in July, 312 in August 
and .235 after She 1. > The addition of 
free-agent C B ina gives the Blue Jays 


could go with pemranced hitters Molina at catcher 
and Shea Hillenbrand at first base and backup 
cues Gregg Zaun, a switch hitter, at DH. Against 


righthanders, they could go with lefthanded hitters 


yay at es Eric Hinske in left field and 
tto in right, then use R 


scout thinks the competition between Curtis 
iranderson and Nook Logan for the Tigers’ center 
field job will not even be close. “Logan is an extra 
guy compared to Granderson,’ the scout says. 
“Granderson can be a solid everyday big-league 
contributor. Not a star but a good offensive player 
you can build around—someone who can hit .280 
with 20 homers, 80 RBIs and 20 steals.” > The 


multiple inet pion. = Aalst lefthanders, the Jays 


ed Johnson 


Rios Sy Getensel in the late innings: > One 


Nationals have fortified their bench and bullpen, two critical areas for 
low-revenue teams trying to compete with higher-priced clubs. Washington's 
excess number of infielders led to the sale of Jamey Carr 


Maddux has an 
enviable record 
for durability. 
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unreasonable oar ee a he told a 
Chicago-area newspaper he wanted to pitch 
230 innings this season. Maddux, who turns 
40 on April 14, has finished in the top 10 in 
the N.L. in innings pitched in 17 of the past 
18 seasons, the exception sels Z002: when 


he worked a mere 199'4. Roger Clemens 
has finished in the top 10 3 his peas in 
innings 12 times, Randy Johnson nine. 


yl to the 


Rockies last week. One potential issue: The Nats 
probably can’t carry a third catcher and C/1B 
Matth ;. But if LeCroy is the third ee 
and Robert Fick is the principal backup to Brian 

shneider, the defense will be compromised. > The 
Brewers’ signing CF Brady Clark to a two-year, $7 
million contract partly reflects the slow progress of 
center field prospect David el, who is out until 
at least March 15 after suffering a broken clavicle in 
a minibike accident. Club officials say Antho! 

in, the son of former Padres great Tony Gwynn, 

might be the best defensive center fielder in the 
organization. He had a .370 on-base percentage last 
season at Class AA but only 27 extra-base hits in 
509 at-bats. > The Diamondbacks’ latest addition, 


OF Jeff DaVanon, likely will get most of his playing 
time in center field, but he also could spell LF Lu 
Gonzalez and RF n. Utilitymen D 
casley a Andy , who are righthanded 


hitters, also erik start in the outfield against certain 
lefthanders. Easley hit 333 with five homers in 
51 at-bats against lefthanded pitching last season. 
He has played seven games in the outfield in his 
career. » The Rockies are to the point where they're 
scrambling to find positions for all of their top 
prospects. 1B Ryan Shealy has dropped 20 
pounds, club officials say, and could split time with 
pe in right field. 3B Garrett Atkins’ 


improved defense could force third base prospects Jeff Baker and lan 
t into the right field equation in the future. T 
take over at shortstop and force 


itzki eventually will 
; to second base or center field. 


The Cardinals must 
decide what it’s worth 
to see Edmonds join 
select company. 


Will Edmonds be in St. Louigdong enough to make history? 


Here’s something for the Cardinals to consider in 
pondering the future of center fielder Jim Edmonds, 
whose contract expires at the end of the season: 

Edmonds, 35, stands a decent chance of joining 
Willie Mays, Mike Schmidt and Ken Griffey as the 
only players to hit 400 or more homers and win at 
least 10 Gold Gloves. 

Edmonds is two Gold Gloves shy of 10 and 69 


(OX . 2/24/06 


homers shy of 400. Don't bet against his reaching 
both milestones. He has won six straight Gold Gloves 
and has hit 110 homers the past three seasons. 

Yet, his future with St. Louis isn’t assured. 

The Cardinals will pay Edmonds $12 million in 
2006, then must choose whether to exercise his 
$10 million option for '07, pay him a $3 million 
buyout or grant him an extension. 


Edmonds declined from 42 homers in 2004 to 
29 in '05 and failed to play in more than 144 
games for the third time in four seasons. Still, he is 
a fan favorite in St. Louis, the Cardinals lack an 
obvious replacement in the minors, and teams 
generally don’t run off players chasing milestones. 

Four hundred homers. Ten Gold Gloves. 

Pretty good combination. 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 
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For lack of a better name, why don't we 
just call it the Daytona 500? } 


Call it the Super Bow! 
and I'll smack you 


t never fails that sometime 

during Speedweeks some 

simpleton, in an attempt to be 

clever, will refer to the 

Daytona 500 as the Super 
Bowl of Stock Car Racing. 

What a bunch of crap. Winning 

the Daytona 500 doesn’t mean 
squat to the championship 


momentum for the rest of the 
season is pure rubbish. Since Lee 
Petty won the first 500 in 1959 
and captured the Cup in the same 
year, that feat has been duplicated 
only six times. Gordon was the 
most recent driver to accomplish 
that, in 1997, after a 20-year 
drought (Cale Yarborough, 1977). 


picture. The King, 
Whena Richard Petty, 

sports fan No ba rometer scored 

ia bee The last five Cup champions pas oot 
seianeaae and their Daytona 500 finishes: : P ; 

many visions trophies in 


come to mind. 2005 ‘Tony Stewart 7th four seasons 
Stock car 2004 Kurt Busch 16th (64, 71, °74 
racing isn't 2003  ~=Matt Kenseth 20th and ’79). 
one of them. 2002 Tony Stewart 43rd Dale 
And with 2001 Jeff Gordon 30th Earnhardt Jr. is 
ana The last five Daytona 500 Ene only dsves 
Spencer 4 ‘ among the 
aud winners and where they : 

sidelined from oy 2 7 past five 500 

3 finished in points: F ‘ 
racing, there winners to ride 
aren't many 2005 Jeff Gordon 11th a momentum 
drivers with 2004 Dale EarnhardtJr. 5th wave even as 
the junkyard 2003 MichaelWaltrip 15th far as a top five 
dog mentality 2002 Ward Burton 25th finish at the 
it takes to 2001 Michael Waltrip 24th end ofa 
survive one season. 
quarter ina 


regular-season NFL rout, let alone 
the main event that culminates 
five months of beating and 
banging. Can anyone really 
imagine Jeff Gordon (5-7, 150 
soaking wet) going up against 

the Bus (5-11, 255-plus)? | didn’t 
think so. 

Though the word super could 
be used to describe 500 miles at 
Daytona, a better word is 
exhilarating—especially if you’re 
the guy behind the wheel. But a 
bowl should determine a title. 

All the talk about how winning 
the Daytona 500 gives a team 


that. 


will get Buschwhacked. 


After five years, it's time to give up the hunt to find a 
driver to fill the void left by the late Dale Earnhardt. 
Other drivers may share his skill, but few equal his 
hunger. Earnhardt is irreplaceable. Let's leave it at 


Keeping crew chief Todd Berrier out of the penalty 
box is the key for Kevin Harvick this season. Berrier was suspended twice 
last year, and the repercussions took an obvious toll on the team. 

It's a sure bet that the 2006 Busch Series champion will be a Nextel Cup 
driver. The caliber of Cup drivers and teams ensures the minor leaguers 


Stewart is the rare driver who might be able to ride the momentum 
of a Daytona 500 win to a Nextel Cup championship. 


If any of today’s drivers has a 
shot at winning the 500 and the 
title in the same season, it is 2005 
Cup champion Tony Stewart. He 


was relentless on restrictor-plate 
tracks in 2005. After finishing 
seventh in the Daytona 500 in 
February, he won the Daytona 
Cup race in July and was 
second in both Talladega 
races. Stewart is hungry 
for a Daytona 500 trophy, 
and when he sets his 
mind on something, look 
out. 

If Smoke wins the 
Daytona 500 on Sunday, 
he will have won 
NASCAR's season opener, 
kickoff or whatever else you want 
to call it. Just don’t call it the 
Super Bowl. TSN 


TOBY TALBOT / AP 


Keep up with the latest from 
Daytona at sportingnews.com. 
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Rumors of Dale 
retirement may be premature, 
especially if the No. 88 Fusions run 
like the previous Fords. Team owner 
R 2s accepted the blame for 
last season's cars not being 
aerodynamically up to speed in 
comparison with other Fords. The 
organization worked in the offseason to ‘Hamilin won the shootout.) 
improve the downforce package. Jarrett's new crew chief, Slugger Labbe, says 
the Yates research and development program tested at Kentucky on five 
occasions with four cars sporting different bodies in an attempt to find a 
competitive car for Jarrett and teammate Elliott Sadler. Both were strong in 
qualifying at Daytona. Expect them to show significant improvement at 
California and Las Vegas. > It shouldn't surprise anyone that Bobby Labonte 
blistered off a fast qualifying lap for the Daytona 500, considering the 
restrictor-plate success new Petty Enterprises crew chief Todd Parrott and 
manager Robbie Loomis have had in the past. Labonte’s No. 43 was the 
fastest Dodge and sixth-fastest overall. Speaking of Petty Enterprises, Richard 
Petty says the organization is renegotiating its contract with Dodge and 
expects to have the deal signed soon. > Kenn ce will attempt to race 
the entire Cup schedule in the No. 78 with Denver-based Furniture Row 
Racing. Joe Garone will be the crew chief. The team will build its own engines 
and use chassis and bodies from PP! Motorsports. If the Cup schedule 


It’s a new year at Daytona, but some of the results in the Bud Shootout were familiar: Just as in the 
past two Daytona 500s, Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Tony Stewart ran together near the front. (Rookie Denny 


becomes too taxing for Wallace, who already is committed to a full Busch 
Series schedule, another Busch driver, Jerry Robertson, will step in. > Ken 
has been pleased with Woods Brothers’ restrictor-plate program. He 
raced his third-best car in the Budweiser Shootout to save his primary and 
secondary rides for the 500. > NASCAR president Mike Helton says it is 
closer to a date for a Busch or truck series race in 2007 in Canada. Helton 
says racing in Canada allows NASCAR to grow into new territories without 
drastically adding travel. > NASCAR's only short track tests of the season are 
scheduled for March 28-30 for the Busch Series and April 11-13 for Nextel 
Cup at Richmond International Raceway. One change involving personnel: In 
the past, only team members of the driver conducting the test could attend. 
Now, crew members of teammates can attend, too. > Evernham Motorsports 
hopes to improve its road course program by hiring road racing ace B 
d as a consultant. Said also will drive Evernham’s No. 9 Dodge in the 
Busch road race March 5 in Mexico City. 


Bump drafting scares Stewart 


When the reigning Nextel Cup champion, Tony Stewart, talks about increasing his 
life insurance policy before next weekend because of many episodes of violent bump 
drafting at Daytona, it’s time for NASCAR to listen. 

That's the message Stewart, who obviously was upset, wanted to send out after 
Sunday's Bud Shootout. Stewart said he watched a Dale Earnhardt tribute on TV 
hours before the race. He said he feared that in another five years he could be 
watching a retrospective on another fatally injured driver if NASCAR didn’t take action 

to curtail the slamming between cars that occurs as 
‘We’re probably one driver attempts to use his bumper to push 
* ee another driver into the lead. 
going to kill “We're probably going to kill somebody from 
Rear Eopeesa Wednesday to Sunday,” Stewart said. “And it could be 
somebody from me; it could be Dale Jr.; it could be anyone out there” 
Wednesday to Stewart said this isn’t a new problem, just one that 
; has escalated over the past few years. Although the 
Sunday. practice generally occurs on the straightaways, it 
sometimes happens in corners, when a driver is 
running at an angle and can’t correct the car. 

Stewart suggested reducing the amount of reinforcements the bumpers get with 
steel bars for restrictor-plate races. The potential damage to the cars without a 
well-protected front end would force drivers to think twice before aiming a bump. 
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Back stretch: 3,400 feet / 3° 


Sludge robs your car of power and 
acceleration. Castro! GTX: Maximum 


protection against sludge buildup. 
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The joy is drained from the game when you never get away from it. ) 


If teams want to stay hot, they should chill 


e Super Bowl is right 
behind us, the Scouting 
Combine just ahead. Then 
the free-agent market will 
open, followed by the draft. 

Along the way, there are players 
to be scouted, tapes to be broken 
down, weights to be lifted and 
sprints to be run. Busy, busy time 
in the NFL. 

Too busy. Ridiculously so, in 
fact. My suggestion: Take a chill 
pill, everybody. 

I'm serious. Every NFL player 
and coach should be on vacation 
right now. And they shouldn’t 
even be thinking about football. 
It’s the only way to survive the 
grind that is the NFL year. 

The season is relatively short, 
but its calendar isn’t. It’s virtually 
nonstop activity for 12 long 
months. Most people think of the 
NFL year as going from training 
camp through the last game. That 
may be the most brutal stretch— 
everybody is sore and exhausted 
by the end of it—but then come 
offseason workouts and 
conditioning, minicamps and film 
study. There’s even more work for 
coaches, with player evaluations 
and eternal game-planning for 
next season. 

Enough already. This pattern of 
behavior is obsessive; everybody 


By rule, Darrell Jackson pushed off against Chris Hope in 
the Super Bowl. The call was correct. But that's the result 
of a rulebook that tries to slice the game too thinly. 
When a receiver can't do something as natural as extend 
his arm and tap his defender, the game is overregulated. 
That should have been a touchdown catch. 


team. 


Teams could learn a thing or two from the Steelers about 
how to use athletic talent. It's no coincidence that a pair 
of former college quarterbacks, Hines Ward and Antwaan 
Randle El, excel as multipurpose receivers on the same 


The NFL should say aloha to football for a month after the season ends 


- 


RONEN ZILBERMAN / AP 


so coaches and players can get away and recharge their batteries. 


does it because they want to 
gain an advantage over their 
competition. But the crazy thing 
is, the result of all this activity is 
that players and coaches—even 
entire teams—lose their edge. 


Most folks start the year with a 


strong mind-set, but as the 
season wears on, the aches and 
pains get worse, the pressure to 


win builds and fatigue sets in. It’s 
just a matter of when and to what 
degree. 

I don’t know when it kicked in 
for the Colts, but it did. This was 
the best team in the league all 
season. The Colts looked like they 
might never lose. But when 
crunch time came, they couldn’t 
get it done. They lost their edge. 


N 


offici 


if the NFL has 
jerks,’ it’s the rulebook’s fault. 


a ee oe 


In the Super Bowl, the 
Seahawks outplayed the Steelers 
in many ways. But they didn’t 
make plays when they had to, 
Dropped passes, poor clock 
management, missed 
assignments ... this was nota 
team on top of its game. 

You know which teams are best 
at gaining and maintaining their 
edge? The ones with their backs 
to the wall. Look at the Steelers. 
They were 7-5, losers of three 
straight games and on the verge 
of obscurity. It was like, “Hey, we 
have to go play.” And they did, 
winning eight straight games. But 
they had to get to the brink 
before that urgency set in, much 
like the 2000 Ravens and 2001 
Patriots did before they won 
championships. 

One sure sign of complacency 
is when teams constantly look to 
manufacture motivation: They're 
disrespected by opponents, 
they've been slighted by the 
media, whatever. It’s a way to 
create a spark when minds and 
bodies are drained. And 
Pittsburgh had one of the greatest 
motivators you could hope for— 
Jerome Bettis. The Steelers 
became obsessed with making 
sure their future Hall of Fame 
running back went out a winner 


If Brett Favre really has his 

mind set on retiring, why 
doesn't he just do it and get it over 
with? | say he really wants to play. 
And the Packers should really 
want him to play. 


Dan Pompei thinks the Packers should plead with Favre to 


return. How ‘bout you? Wing it at Dan at sportingnews.com. 
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in his hometown. Bettis became 
their rallying point, and I’m not 
sure they would have won 
without it. 

Football is a competitive game 
played by competitive people, 
and it shouldn’t take emotional 
ploys to elicit peak performance. 
But that’s the reality of a league 
that never takes a break. 

It’s time to break the cycle. 
Start by pushing back the 
Combine and free-agent period 
and having a mandatory month 
off for every team as soon as its 
season ends. Get away from 
football. Reacquaint yourself with 
your family. Read a book that isn’t 
labeled by formation. Travel the 
world. Heck, spend some of that 
money you've been busting your 
butt to earn. Just recharge your 
batteries. 

Then do the same thing in July. 
No one in the NFL should work 
for a month before training camp 
opens. It might seem radical, 
especially to coaches who live in 
fear that the team on the other 
sideline will outwork them. But 
the truth is, the edge they think 
they'll gain by working constantly 
will be lost when they need it 
most—in January. TSN 


The Steelers’ 


tricks were treats 


The Steelers’ use of gadget 
plays during their run to the 
Super Bowl championship was 
fun, kind of like when you were a 
kid drawing up plays in the dirt. 
Would Hines Ward throw the ball 
this time? Antwaan Randle El? 
Or maybe The Bus? Each week, 
there was something new to learn 
and enjoy. 

And you had to love the 
precision with which Pittsburgh 
executed its trickery. Gadget plays 
are risky, but you never saw the 
Steelers fumble a handoff, throw 
an interception or miss a key 
block. The tricks were a critical 
element in their run to the top. 

If | were an NFL coach, at 
some point this offseason | 
would watch all the gadget plays 
Pittsburgh ran last season and 
learn from them. More offensive 
coordinators should strive to be 
as clever as Ken Whisenhunt. 
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arrest on gun charges. > Free-agent 
RB Ahman Green could end up back 
with the Packers. Green is making 
progress in his recovery from a torn 
thigh muscle, but he won't be 100 
percent until after training camp, 
which hurts his appeal on the open 
market. His best bet is to sign a 
one-year deal with the Packers and 
re-establish himself. Unless the club 
drafts a back in the first few rounds, 
Green could at least share the feature 
back role in 2006. > The Bears 
made big moves the past two 
offseasons by signing OT 
(04) and WR Muhs ma 
(05), and G.M. plans to 
be aggressive again. One target will be 
Steelers WR/PR » El, 
a Chicago native. Angelo also could 
look to add a youthful player or two to 
an aging offensive line. » G.M.Ern 
knows the Giants need a 
playmaking cornerback and that he 
may have to trade up in the draft to 
get one. That is something he never 
has shied away from. As he proved 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


The Ravens have put out feelers to see what they can get in a trade 
for MLB Ray Lewis, but thus far, interested teams have been willing 


with draft-day trades for TE J 
and QB Eli ling, he 
won't lose the player he wants just to 


to part only with a second-round pick. If the 
Ravens can get a late first-round 
pick, they likely will trade Lewis. 


C 3s Bentley has told 
people he plans to explore the P 
free-agent market and is : 
disappointed the Saints didn’t take 
care of his contract issues before 
now. Neither side has ruled out 
Bentley's return, but neither seems 
eager to make it work, either. Bentley is 

from Cleveland, and the Browns figure to be interested. 
They would have to move Bentley to guard, where he has 
experience, because they already have C Jeff Faine. 
Bentley also could provide valuable depth behind Faine, 
who missed 12 games in his first three seasons because 


of injuries. > Bengals coach Marvin Lewis wants more 
leadership from his players, particularly 
WR Chad Johnson. He is a magnificent talent, but he 


creates distractions with his trash-talking and end zone 
celebrations. Johnson admits he needs to be less 
emotional. Any whispers of trade rumors involving 
Johnson were silenced by WR Chris Henry’s recent 


by TsNcoresponsen 


hold on to a third- or fourth-round pick 
who may never contribute. > If the 
Panthers don’t re-sign RB DeS! 
er, Ravens free agent CI 
could be a logical replacement 
because he’s a solid runner who 
doesn’t have a lot of wear on his 
body. The Panthers also could 
be interested in power runner 
if the Falcons place him 
on the trading block. > Because 
LT Leonard is has a base salary of about $7 million 
for '06, there has been speculation the Cardinals might 
part with him. Don’t believe it. The team is well under the 
salary cap and has been criticized in the past for letting 
young talented players leave. The Cardinals are not 
about to let Davis walk. » The Cowboys must make 
significant improvements to the offensive line to have a 
shot at the playoffs. LT Flozell Adams, who is coming off 
knee surgery, and Gs Larry Allen and Marco Rivera are 
on the downsides of their careers and could struggle in 
December as practices and games take their toll. The 
Cowboys need to add at least two younger players 
capable of starting. 


HARD TRUTHS 


The Broncos consider 
themselves strong Super Bowl 
contenders, but they’re playing 
with fire by going with Bradlee 


Van Pelt as the backup to QB Jake 


Plummer. Van Pelt is a 

good developmental ; 
prospect, but he’s raw 
and could be a liability if 
Plummer misses 
significant time. The 
Broncos need to sign a 
veteran backup to 
provide legitimate 
insurance. ... The 
Vikings should consider 
moving CB Antoine 
Winfield to strong safety 
and re-signing Brian 
Williams, who is better in 
coverage and makes 
more big plays, to play 
cornerback. Although 
Winfield is only 5-8, he is 
physical enough to cover 
tight ends and running 
backs, and he is one of 
the best tackling 
defensive 


backs in the league. The Colts’ 
Bob Sanders (5-8, 206) has 
proved a small player can be 
effective at strong safety. ... The 
Dolphins have a number of needs 


in the draft, but nothing comes 
close to the need at quarterback. 
They have neglected the position 
for years and must try to get an 
upgrade on the first day of the 


» _— 
Bringing back Kitna 
could help the Bengals 
stay afloat early in 2006. 


The Bengals’ backup plan 


There's no way QB Carson Palmer (knee) will be ready to take the first snap of the 
2006 season; look for him to miss at least the first six regular-season games. The 
Bengals’ best-case scenario is to re-sign Jon Kitna and install him as the 
early-season quarterback. He has thorough knowledge of Bob 
Bratkowski's offense and is a tremendous leader. Kitna will test the 
open market, though, because he wants to be a full-time starter. If 
the Bengals lose Kitna, Bratkowski will have to simplify the offense 
for Craig Krenzel and the newly signed Doug Johnson until 
Palmer returns. 


draft. If that means the team has 
to give up another high draft pick 
to get a top quarterback, such as 
Vanderbilt’s Jay Cutler, it must do 
it. Going another year with Gus 
Frerotte or another retread 
veteran will not get the Dolphins 
within striking distance of even a 
J to. a 2-6 finish, some division title. ... Even if the Saints 
eS tely grumble draft a quarterback with the 
No. 2 overall pick, they will have 
to rebuild the rest of their offense 
soon. The biggest problem spots 
are wide receiver and the 
offensive line. WR Joe Horn, 34, 
will drop off at some point, and 
No. 2 wide receiver Donte 
Stallworth will be a free agent 
next year. The line likely will lose 
free-agent C LeCharles Bentley, 
y ; and the team needs to find 
terback eventual replacements for 
ve to tab LT Wayne Gandy, 35, LG Jermaine 
Mayberry, 32, and G/C Kendyl 
= 8 Jacox, 30. ... The Buccaneers 
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2 Mixed 
, y; — signal-caller 
t % Although QB Byron Leftwich 


was 8-3 as a starter in 2005, a 
case can be made that the 
Jaguars erred in drafting him three 
years ago and making him the 
franchise cornerstone. Leftwich 
has a strong arm and is a good 
leader, but his lack of mobility, 
poor mechanics and inability to 
stay healthy have held back the 
team. He is willing to endure a 
pounding, but that keeps landing 
him on the sideline. 


need to bring FB Mike Alstott 
back for another year. He still is a 
viable threat in short-yardage 
and goal-line situations. 

RB Cadillac Williams might be 
effective in those situations, too, 
but the team doesn’t need 
Williams absorbing those extra 
hits. In 2005, Alstott proved he 
can adjust his game when 
necessary. When opponents 
began plugging the middle, he 
began leaping over the top of the 
line to gain the necessary yards. 
... Titans CB Andre Woolfolk has 
been a big disappointment and 
was reduced to a nickel role in 
2005. The team had big plans for 
Woolfolk, a first-round draft pick 
three years ago, but he has 
battled injuries and has had 
problems covering receivers in 
space. At best, he figures to be 
involved in situational packages 
next season. 
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He’s smiling now, but will he be a year from now? The Raiders expect Shell 
to clean up the discipline issues that have contributed to the team’s demise. 


On the block 


Look for the Jets to place the 
franchise tag on RE John 
Abraham and then try to trade 
him before the draft. He is a 
talented pass rusher but isn't 
particularly stout against the 
run. At the end of the season, 
Abraham said he wanted a 
long-term contract and didn’t 
care which team gave it to him. 
The club views that attitude as 
selfish. The Jets, no doubt, will 
try to get a first-round pick for 
Abraham, but that might be 
ambitious. The Chiefs and Lions 
are among the teams that might 
have an interest. 


- 2/24/06 
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The RAIDERS hope new coach Art Shell 
can restore order to an undisciplined team 
that has been in a downward spiral. He will 
relate well to the players, but he also is an 
imposing figure who is expected to be 
proactive in dealing with the discipline 
problems that have seeped into the team’s 
culture. Under Shell, who was 56-41 in his 
previous stint as Raiders coach, look for the 
team to run more vertical routes than it did 
in 2005 and to emphasize the need for a 
balanced offense. A Hall of Fame tackle, 
Shell probably will have his biggest impact 
on the offensive line, which was woeful 
much of last season. ... Look for Leigh 
Bodden to replace Daylon McCutcheon as 
a starting comerback for the BROWNS, 
with McCutcheon moving to nickel back. 
Bodden lacks elite speed but has good 
instincts and is feisty. He started the final 
10 games last season after Gary Baxter 
went down with a torn pectoral, and 
Bengals WR Chad Johnson says Bodden 
gave him more trouble than any corner in 
2005. Baxter provided good all-around play 
last season and will be the No. 1 comer. ... 
Eugene Amano could take over as the 


LGS 


NOAH BERGER / AP 


TITANS' starting center 
because incumbent Justin 
Hartwig might be moved to 
guard if he re-signs. Amano 
has good hands and is strong 
and athletic. The team would 
like him to show more of a 
mean streak. ... The BILLS 
might look for a big back to 
play behind Willis McGahee, 
but that player might already 
be on the roster. The new 
coaching staff is expected to 
take a look at Lionel Gates, a 
seventh-round pick last year 
who has good size (6-0, 223), 
strength and toughness. With 
more playing time he might 
develop into a good 
complement to McGahee. ... 
The CHIEFS will lean more 
than ever on QB Trent Green. 
He has played in the current 
system for virtually all of his 
career and is more familiar 
with it than anyone on the 
team, including new 
coordinator Mike Solari. ... 
WR/KR Jerome Mathis made 
the Pro Bowl for his work on 
special teams; now the 
TEXANS want him to bring 
that big-play ability to the 
offense. One problem: Mathis 
wasn't always considered a 
team player as a rookie. ... 
RB Chris Perry could have his 
role expanded with the BENGALS. He has 
the strength and balance to run between 
the tackles, and he possesses the 
acceleration to get outside quickly. He also 
has good receiving ability, which makes him 
a valuable commodity on third down. ... 
The return of coordinator Ken Whisenhunt, 
who interviewed for the Raiders’ coaching 
position, is a big plus for the STEELERS. 
Whisenhunt's decision to re-establish a 
run-oriented attack two years ago is the 
foundation for the team's offensive 
success, and he has helped 


big- 


The Ravens are interested in two Seahawks who 
can Become free agents: RB Shaun Alexander and 


itchinson. The perception around the 


league is ; Seattle will have a hard time keeping both. 
Alexander would be an upgrade over Baltimore's 
Jamal Lewis, who also can become a free agent. 
Hutchinson is an elite blocker who would be an 
excellent complement to LT Jonathan Ogden. Then the 
Ravens could move Edwin Mulitalo to right guard. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; Cincinnati, Chick 
Ludwig; Cleveland, Steve Doerschuk; Denver, Lee Rasizer; Houston, Megan Mantull; 
Indianapolis, Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Bart Hubbuch; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; 
Miami, Jason Cole; New England, Tom Curran; New York, Rich Cimini; Oakland, Steve 
Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; San Diego, Kevin Acee; Tennessee, Jim Wyatt. 


Running an out route? 


WR David Givens would prefer to remain 
in New England, but the better guess is he'll 
leave. The Patriots generally low-ball their free 
agents, and Givens is one of the most 
attractive receivers available because he is a 
game performer and a 
Plus, if New England gives Givens an 
attractive deal now, what would it have to give 
No. 1 WR Deion Branch when his contract 
comes up after the 2006 season? 


tough blocker. 


QB Ben Roethlisberger develop. ... Though 
rumors continue to swirl that RB Ricky 
Williams will be traded, don’t expect the 
price to be cheap considering the 
DOLPHINS will run the ball even more 
under new coordinator Mike Mularkey. 
Williams would be more vital to the 
Dolphins, even as a backup, than anything 
they might get from a third- or fourth-round 
pick. ... The BRONCOS re-signed S Sam 
Brandon, whose primary duty in '05 was 
covering tight ends in three-safety packages. 
The team also likely will draft a safety early 
because starters Nick Ferguson and 
John Lynch both are in their 30s and 
lack range. ... Its unlikely K Mike 
Vanderjagt will re-sign with the 
COLTS. Though he's still a quality 
Kicker, he has irritated the team with 
some of his comments and actions. 
He also missed a 46-yard field-goal 
attempt that would have sent the 
playoff game against the Steelers 
into overtime. ... CHARGERS 
MLB Randall Godfrey will return for 
‘06 after contemplating retirement. 
Godfrey has slowed and is used only 
on first and second down, but he 
plays hard and still is hungry. ... 
JAGUARS DT Marcus Stroud made the Pro 
Bowl, but that was based more on 
reputation than production. Stroud 
appeared to let down after landing a big 
contract extension last offseason. 


z 
2 
~ 
w 
Zz 
Ss 
= 
g 
ao 
S 
[-2} 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


They're not an odd 
couple after all 


New Lions offensive coordinator 


Mike Martz likes to attack in the 


passing game, but that won't 
cause a philosophical conflict 


with head coach Rod Marinelli. 


Marinelli wants the team to be 
physical, but that doesn’t 
necessarily translate to a 
run-heavy strategy. He wants an 


offense that can muscle the ball 
when needed but has the ability 


to dictate the action rather than 
react to the defense. Martz is 
capable of developing that type 
of offense, and his attention to 
detail in practice should make 


Detroit's group of talented young 
skill players much more efficient. 


A little left in the tank 


Panthers DT Brentson Buckner Says he’s not 
ready to retire and Still’ Can be a big contributor. 
Buckner, who will be 35 next season, can’t play as 
much as he did in ’05, but the return of DT Kris 
Jenkins should allow Buckner and Jordan 
Carstens to share playing time. Buckner would be 
most effective if he could play about 50 to 60 


percent of the 
snaps. 


INSIDE THE 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


If the REDSKINS want to get the running 
backs more involved in the passing game, 
Ladell Betts needs to play more on third 
downs. Betts is a more consistent receiver 
than starter Clinton Portis, and he has 
good hands, runs good routes and can 
gain yards after the catch. ... VIKINGS 
DT Spencer Johnson could be an 
important part of new defensive 
coordinator Mike Tomlin’s cover 2 defense 
because Johnson is quick enough to 
disrupt plays. However, Johnson (6-3, 286) 
doesn't have the size to play full time. ... 
SEAHAWKS TE Jerramy Stevens can't let 
his Super Bowl struggles define his career. 
Stevens, 26, still hasn't reached his 
potential; he works hard and plays with a 
chip on his shoulder. ... The GIANTS 
extended the contract of G Rich Seubert— 
an indication the team believes he still can 
be productive. Seubert, who suffered a 
serious leg injury in 2003, missed all of 
2004 and was on the inactive list for most 
games this past season. Seubert is a 
powerful blocker when healthy. ... The 
BUCCANEERS believe FS Will Allen, 23, is 
ready to become a starter. Allen is a great 
athlete. He has good range and made 
some big plays at key moments in 2005. 
Allen still is not great in coverage, but he 
has become more aggressive and is an 
improved tackler. ... This is a critical year for 
CARDINALS DT Kenny King, who has 
missed the past two seasons with wrist 
injuries. King is quick and has good 
instincts; he could push Darnell Dockett for 
a Starting spot if he stays healthy. ... 
49ERS DB Mike Adams is fast and 
physical enough to be a good cornerback, 
but he also takes good angles and is a 
good communicator, 
important skills for a safety. 
He might be best suited as a 
backup capable of stepping 
in anywhere in the secondary. 
... The EAGLES won't rush 
the retum of WR Todd 
Pinkston, who missed last 
season with a ruptured 
Achilles’. The offense needs 
Pinkston's deep speed, and 
he might sit out spring 
minicamps to ensure he is 
ready for training camp. The 
team might add a free-agent 
receiver as an insurance 


ae policy. ... The 
GE Bes te-signed 
OL Lennie 
Friedman 
because he can 
play guard and 
center. Last 
years backup at 
» center, Roberto 


Speed could kill Bruce's starting status 


New Rams coach Scott Linehan must decide whether WR Kevin Curtis is 
ready to start. Curtis flourished as a starter when Isaac Bruce was injured 
this past season, but he wasn’t as productive as a No. 3 receiver when 
Bruce returned. Bruce, 33, remains effective, but Curtis has the speed to 
stretch defenses and has improved his pass-catching ability. If Mike Martz 
still were the coach, Bruce probably would remain the starter, but Linehan’s 
arrival could give Curtis, 27, an opening. 


both are raw. ... FALCONS DT Jonathan 
Babineaux, a second-round pick in 2005, 
could play end as well as tackle next 
season. The team likely will use a high draft 
pick on a defensive end, but the Falcons’ 
lack of depth could force Babineaux to play 
both spots. ... SAINTS coach Sean Payton 
wants to start his tenure on the right foot, 
which could end 

QB Aaron Brooks’ run 
as the starter. The 
team likely will try to 
trade Brooks, then 
sign a veteran 
free-agent 
quarterback. ... The 
COWBOYS want 

RB Tyson Thompson 
to become more 
familiar with the 
offense so he can 
take on a bigger role 
next season. Coach 
Bill Parcells loves his 
speed, but Thompson 
must reduce his 
mistakes and 
increase his 
consistency. 


Garza, is expected to start at right guard in 
2006, and the team wanted another 
backup for C Olin Kreutz. ... The PACKERS 
badly need to upgrade their secondary, and 
the biggest need is a starting comerback to 
play opposite of Al Harris. Ahmad Carroll is 
too inconsistent; Jason Horton and Mike 
Hawkins are talented young players, but 
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Brooks’ mistakes—he had 17 INTs and 13 TD 
passes in ’05—might lead the Saints to trade him. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Kent Somers; Atlanta, George Henry; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, Brad Biggs; 
Dallas, Jean-Jacques Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; Minnesota, Kevin Seifert; New 
Orleans, Mike Triplett; New York, Ralph Vacchiano; Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San Francisco, 
Dennis Georgatos; Seattle, Mike Sando; Tampa Bay, Roy Cummings; Washington, Pau! Woody. 
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However you want to break down the data, the Missouri Valley cares about only one nu 


eS 


mber: 4. 


Trying to crash 
the bracket in 
a major way 


ne of this season’s best 

debates has been whether 

the Missouri Valley 

Conference might become 

the first mid-major league 
to place four teams into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

It’s a lot of hooey. 

What makes anyone think the 
MVC is a mid-major? 

OK, so it's not flush with 
McDonald's All-Americans. Only a 
handful of games are on national 
television. Several prominent 
players are refugees from better- 
known programs. And Missouri 
Valley teams are all over ESPN’s 
Bracket Buster this weekend. All 
the symptoms of mid-majordom. 

Thing is, the MVC has not 
scheduled like a mid-major league. 
So when its performance is broken 
down into computer digits, it does 
not look like a mid-major. In the 
Ratings Percentage Index 
standings entering the week, five 
Missouri Valley teams ranked in 
the top 30. 

Now, you don’t have to peel 
back many layers to discover that 
many of the most impressive 
victories for NCAA Tournament 
contenders Northern Iowa, 
Southern Illinois, Creighton and 
Wichita State were against Wichita 
State, Creighton, Southern Illinois 
and Northern Iowa. If | showed 
you a team whose best 
nonconference victories were 
against Providence, Xavier and 
Nebraska, would you be certain it 
was an NCAA Tournament team? 
That’s pretty much the combined 
collection of big-name wins for 
SIU, Creighton and Wichita State. 
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But this is the game the big 
guys have played for years, 
particularly in the Big East and 
SEC: Play a lot at home, sprinkle in 
a few impressive wins, build up 
winning records and then impress 
everybody by splitting home-and- 
home conference series. That 
doesn’t mean these teams aren’t 
really good: Connecticut's really 
good; Pitt’s really good; 
Creighton’s really good. 

The Missouri Valley deserves 
credit for being smart enough to 
figure out how this works and 
invest in success. On average, 
MVC teams have played five home 
games and three road games 
outside the league. They have 
won big, too. Missouri State, the 
fifth MVC team in the RPI top 30, 
has gone 5-0 at home, and overall 
MVC teams have won 92.2 percent 
of home nonconference games. 
They own a 7-9 record against the 
six big-money conferences and 
have played tougher schedules 
than the Big 12 and Pac-10. 

The Missouri Valley has 
managed that without BCS football 
money to buy up opponents. 
Commissioner Doug Elgin says 
MVC teams, on average, buy one 
or two home games each year. But 


Bob Huggins. 


The irony of Cincinnati’s situation is that in 
order to field a semirespectable roster in 
2006-07, the next Bearcats coach probably 
will need to recruit the junior colleges. 
Relying too heavily on jucos was among the 
most frequent criticisms of former coach 


Southern Illinois and the rest of the MVC haven’t run over opponents 


JAMES A. FINLEY / AP 


but still are set up to make a run at some NCAA at-large bids. 


they rarely sell themselves to 
richer programs that won't return 
as visitors. 

MVC teams are passionately 
supported in their communities; 
Creighton averages more than 
14,000 fans per game. Wichita 
State averages nearly 10,500. With 
Creighton taking the lead by 
presenting coach Dana Altman 
with a long-term, multimillion- 


Reason No. 2,456 why 
the polls are useless: 
Two of the four most 
talented Division | 
teams, LSU and Kansas, 
weren't even in last 
week's top 25. 


dollar contract, MVC schools 
have increased salaries, so 
coaches don't need to leave for 
bad major-conference jobs merely 
to cash in on being hot. 

Whether all that will lead to a 
record number of NCAA bids 
depends upon the four top teams’ 
maintaining a clear separation 
from the rest of the league. After 
15 games, all had 114 marks. But 
Northern lowa coach Greg 
McDermott says the league has 
more parity and includes “no 
gimmies.” 

The MVC has gotten at least 
two teams into the past seven 
NCAA Tournaments, and three 
made it last season. It isn’t a long 
trip from there to four bids. It 
helps not to be traveling so 
much. TSN 


longtime regulars. New hk 


ap | STR 5 Officials coordinator Joh Sorry, but Stanford 


Wy 


rty docked the 
crew one game, which 
some viewed as an 
overreaction to criticism 
regarding free throw 
disparities favoring Duke 
in two recent games. 


is not an NCAA 
Tournament team. 


Must be another case of complete 
lack of respect for a West Coast team, 
right? Don't worry; Mike DeCourcy has 
plenty more for hoops fans to get riled 


a 


TIS 


Pittsburgh isn’t likely 


to let coach Jami > The controversy over up about at sportingnews.com. 
1 get away. Pitt Johnson's disqualification 

will be proactive in obscured his amazing 

assuring Dixon performance: 13 points 


and 11 rebounds in 14 
minutes, It was his third 
straight double double, a 
stretch that began when 
Johnson started attacking 
the offensive boards. 

> UCLA is 15-2 this 


remains with the 
Panthers, given his 
staff's track record 
of winning and 
recruiting Big 
East-level prospects. 
Dixon was one of 


Rudy Gay, F, 
Connecticut 


Bad news for the rest of 
college basketball: Rudy Gay is 
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is out, and Missouri's most important 
job in selecting a new coach might not be choosing 


the league's the right candidate—but convincing the right season with G/F Ced starting to play. He averaged 
lowest-paid coaches candidate it’s a job worth having, No coach in the in the rotation. 20.0 points and 9.0 rebounds in 
when he was program's past 80 years had better than a .656 Bozeman missed last Be reeks Ween noses 


and Seton Hall and shot 17-of-32 
from the field. He is a versatile 
player who can hurt an opponent 
in many ways, and he is starting 
to do just that. 


winning percentage, and Missouri never has made 
the Final Four. The university has exquisite facilities 
and has demonstrated an impressive financial 
commitment, but the athletic department must show 
it has a vision for how Mizzou can succeed. The 
botched handling of Snyder's departure does not 
suggest such a plan is in place. 


promoted from 
assistant in 2003, 
but his contract was 
reworked after his 
team won 31 games 
in his first season. 
With the future 
looking bright, thanks 
to some promising youngsters, Dixon probably is due 
another boost to dissuade potential suitors. 
> Gonzaga's victory over Stanford marked the first 
time the Bulldogs had all of their key players. Big man 
i It, out since the Maui Invitational, made a 


season and sat out eight 
games this season 
because of injuries. Once 
expected to become a 
star for the Bruins, he has 
become a valuable role 
player as a fifth-year 
senior. “He's clearly a 
man,’ sophomore G Arror lo says. “We're college 
kids, but he’s a mature human.” Bozeman gives the 
Bruins a second high-level defender. > La Salle’s big 
Atlantic 10 road win at Xavier was one of the few 
times Explorers star F wasn’t constantly 


short appearance, and his role is likely to grow as he 
gets into better shape. Heytvelt (6-11) is an excellent 
athlete and should improve the Zags’ baseline 
defense. He's also a versatile offensive player who 
could provide the team another option if he regains a 
level of comfort. > The ACC's decision to suspend 
three officials for improperly assessing a technical 
foul to Florida State C1 in a game 


double-teamed. Smith has learned how to handle 
double-teams and is adept at finding the open man 
and delivering the ball. Against the Musketeers, he 
was able to deal with secondary defenders cheating 
toward him but not committing to the double-team. 
Smith had 23 points, 11 rebounds—and five assists. 
That's significant progress for a player who is a 
four-year college starter but wasn’t widely recruited 


against Duke angered many officials, including some coming out of high school. s 
E 
TSNSWEETIG ssc 
the world of college hoops 


1. Oklahoma 1. Paul Millsap, La. Tech 1. Rashad Anderson, UConn 1. Duke, Memphis, GW shoot for perfect league marks. 
2. Kansas 2. Curtis Withers, Charlotte 2. Ron Lewis, Ohio State 2. Wolverines fans turn thoughts to spring football. 

3. Boston College 3. Leon Powe, Cal 3. Maureece Rice, GW 3. SEC has throwback week to remember when UK was good. 
4. Alabama 4. Aaron Gray, Pitt 4. Jajuan Smith, Tennessee 4. Vitale feeling ‘OK’ after leaving Eastern time zone. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


The round mound has KU on the rebound. Shouldn't 
he be treated as well as the basketball coach? 


Come on, show Mangino the love 


ll the important 

people are primping 

and posturing 

about the future of 

Kansas football. 
The newly announced 
plans for a $31 million 
football facility are proof 
the basketball school is 
making a commitment to 
also becoming a football 
school. 

Where then is the 
commitment to coach 
Mark Mangino? 

The Jayhawks have had 
eight winning football 
seasons in the past three 
decades. One occurred 
last season under 
Mangino. 

The Jayhawks beat 
Nebraska for the first time 
in 37 years. They won a 
bow! game for the first 
time in 10 years. They set 
the school’s single-season 
attendance record. 
They've beaten rival 
Missouri three 
consecutive years. 

Yet the clock is ticking on 
Mangino’s contract: He has two 
years remaining, and if you’re not 
recruiting with at least a four-year 
deal, your opponents can use 
that little fact against you. Which 
makes Mangino’s top 40 
recruiting class more impressive. 

“People are excited about 
Kansas football,” Mangino says. 
“When I got 
here, nobody 
was.” 

So while 
boosters and 
administrators 


Dennis Erickson coaching 
Idaho? Either Denny has been 


blacklisted by big-time 


Mangino is turning KU’s program around, but he’s 
still waiting for a contract extension. 


has said all the right things and 
talked about a new day for 
Kansas football. 

And he has thanked chancellor 
Robert Hemenway and athletic 
director Lew Perkins—the two 
people who have left Mangino 
twisting in the wind. 

There’s a prevailing notion that 
though boosters adore Mangino, 


peacock about colleges because of his 
their planned Taj history of jumping to the NFL 
Mahal of a 


facility, Mangino 
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or he really loves Moscow. 


Perkins does not. Or that 
Perkins at least wants to 
bring in his own man 
(Mangino was hired by 
former A.D. Al Bohl), that 
“own man” being 
Connecticut coach 
Randy Edsall. Kansas’ 
early struggles last 
season put that plan in 
motion, but then the 
Jayhawks won four of 
their last five games— 
including the rout of 
Nebraska. 

Finally, there’s good 
football karma in 
Lawrence. The last time 
things were this positive, 
Glen Mason had finished 
a 10-win season in 1995 
by accepting the Georgia 
job, then turning it down 
on national television 
minutes before the Aloha 
Bowl because he was 
“committed” to Kansas, 
then going 4-7 the next 
year and bolting for 
Minnesota. 

So now that KU is 
feeling it again, shouldn’t the 
administration do everything 
possible to secure the future of 
the guy who has brought the 
program to this point? Maybe 
next year, after the Jayhawks win 
the Big 12 North, the 
administration will wise up. 

Then it will be too late. 

Minnesota will come calling. TSN 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


& BLOG ALERT 


Why did Brady Quinn opt to 
return for his senior season? 9 


Tom Dienhart thinks Quinn should have taken the NFL's 
money and run. Disagree? Tell him at sportingnews.com. 


Nick Holt’s hiring as Southern 
California’s defensive coordinator is 
a statement about the team’s 
offense. The move will allow coach 
Pete Carroll, who has coordinated 
the defense since his arrival in 
2001, to take a more active role in 
the offense, which will feature a 
new backfield next season. Carroll, 
who has been involved in the 
offense in the past, will have greater 
input in developing game plans. 

> Randy Sanders was fired as the 
coordinator when Tennessee’s 
offense struggled last season, 
partly because neither Erik Ainge 
nor Rick Clausen stepped up at 
quarterback. Now Sanders is 
inheriting a similar situation in his 
job as quarterbacks coach at 
Kentucky. As many as four 
quarterbacks will compete for the 
starting spot this spring. But 
Wildcats coach Rich Brooks won't 
fool around with a rotation, and if 
top backup Curtis Pulley can’t 
beat out incumbent Andre 
Woodson, Pulley likely will move to 
receiver because UK needs its best 
athletes on the field. > After 
splitting time at receiver and 
cornerback, Penn State's Justin 
King likely will work exclusively at 
cornerback this spring. The 
secondary lost four starters, and 
King’s athletic ability is more 
valuable to the defense—especially 
because the team has a glut of 
talented receivers. > Utah 

QB Brian Johnson (ACL) won't 
participate in spring drills, and 
there are concerns about his 
availability for fall camp, even 
though his rehab is on schedule. 
The coaches will rely on backup 
Brett Ratliff—who threw eight 
touchdown passes in two starts 
last season—and Oklahoma 
transfer Tommy Grady because 
Utah doesn’t want to rush 


Johnson. 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 
fantasy authority: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


Gite Breakout players 
I'm a boxers guy. I get teary-eyed ‘ 

every time I watch Field of Dreams. Ryan Zimmerman, 3B, Nationals. Zimmerman, the No. 4 overall 

One of my favorite college stories 1 pick in the 2005 draft, rocketed through the farm system and hit 

involved the time I thought I had .397 as a September call-up. He is a surefire keeper. 


dislocated a testicle. (Yes, it’s possible. No, I 


‘ Chris Ray, RHP, Orioles. Ray had 83 strikeouts in 78 innings 
hadn't.) f : ‘ ‘ : 
; ; combined in the majors and minors last season. A strikeout rate such 
How do I build my preseason rankings? Batiiabis what vou look fort d he'll b lid No. 21 
Whom now. fall's personal s that is what you look for in a closer, and he'll be a solid No. 2 in 


E : fantasy leagues. 

very owner has his or her own way to 

create rankings. Some spend days playing After he was called up in August, 
with spreadsheets. Others pick up a magazine 3 Kotchman hit .302 with seven homers and 22 RBIs. He will get a 
on the way to the draft. Arming yourself chance to replace Darin Erstad, who is moving back to the outfield. 


with TSN’s Fantasy Baseball Owners 4 Josh Barfield, 2B, Padres. He hit .310 with 15 homers and 72 


Manual or our website's updated rankings RBls last year at Class AAA Portland. Tell me you wouldn’t want 
fantasysource.sportingnews.com/baseball) is a 


those numbers at second base. 

great start, but it’s just that—a start. There’s ‘ : 

enchinoraro bedone: Chris Duffy, CF, Pirates. Duffy stole 30 or more bases three 
times in five minor league seasons, and now he will be atop 
an improved Pirates lineup. Just don’t look for much power 

from him. —Roger Kuznia 
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Spread out the fun. Doing a little at a time 


not only is easier, but it also helps you retain the be an adjustment 
information better than if you have a cram ° d 
session. perio . 
Focus on positions. | create a top 50 and ores or 5x5 mixed league Any points league 
concentrate on getting the position rankings -L-only 


exactly how I want them. After all, a few rounds 
into the draft, the focus shifts from adding the 


best player to finding the best fit for your team. Online (time limit Online (with cold 


Be money. Dollar values aren’t just for auction purposes) Oniine beverage nearby) 
leagues. It’s more useful to see that shortstops 
Rafael Furcal and Julio Lugo are projected to be 
worth $19 and $13 than to see they're ranked In the middle Either end Top three spots 


seventh and eighth. Mark where those big 
drop-offs are so you don’t reach for a player. 
Load up on information. | used to try to get 


my hands on as many preseason rankings as Catchers Closers Starting pitchers 12 
possible. Now, interactive online mock drafts S 
serve the same purpose. (TSN’s will be available z 
soon.) Note major differences between your Curt Schilling Mistitiomeay Mark Prior z 
rankings and where players are ordinarily taken. s 
George Winkler breaks down 
Check your local newsstand for the Fantasy Peter Canimons: fantasy sports every Tuesday and 


Baseball Owners Manual, or order it at Todd Helton Josh Beckett 


sportingnews.com/books or by calling 800-825-8508. trade rumors Thursday on sportingnews.com. 
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If you lay down with dogs, you will get fleas—so what 
would you get if you lay down with a beautiful gambler? 


For Gretzky, home is 
where the handle is 


ecause Wayne Gretzky was a skater of 

slight build and astonishing scoring 

skills, he presented a tempting target for 

dog-breath blackguards. Which is why 

God invented the enforcer Dave 
Semenko. Called “Cement Head,” and not only 
because the nickname shared the sound of his 
name, Semenko was Gretzky’s on-ice 
bodyguard. To mess with the Great One was to 
invite Cement Head into your life. That, you 
didn’t want. 

Alas, real life is not so simple. 

Muscle won’t get Gretzky out of this one. 

Only the truth will set him free, and certainly 
he has long since earned the benefit of the 
doubt. Across the past 20 years, Gretzky has 
been the shiniest of sports stars. Hockey’s 
greatest player ever, he has been, as a 
co-owner and now head coach, a happy, 
handsome, wholesome ambassador whose 
continuing presence has enriched the game. 

For the moment, then, let’s take him at his 
word. 

He says he has never bet on sports. Gretzky 
told The Globe and Mail of Toronto that had he 
made a sports bet, he would call NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman and say, “ “You 
know what, I resign, it's over,’ even if | made a 
$1 bet.” By way of emphasizing his belief that 
sports and gambling should not mix, Gretzky 
says he does not enter sports books in Las 
Vegas. “That's how serious I am.” 

Again, alas, life is not so simple. 

He might not walk into a sports book in 
Vegas. 

But he does walk into his home. 

There is his wife, the actress Janet Jones. 
New Jersey state police investigators have 
identified her, along with a half-dozen unnamed 
hockey players, as a high-stakes sports bettor 
placing wagers with an illegal bookmaking 
operation. The Star-Ledger of Newark, N.J., 
reported that Jones bet close to $500,000 


during the state’s 40-day 
investigation; that 
includes $75,000 on the 
Super Bowl. 

In her only public 
statement, issued in 
writing by Gretzky’s 
Coyotes organization, 
Jones did not deny her 
gambling; instead, she 
said she had never 
placed a bet “on my 
husband's behalf.” She 
also said, “Other than 
the occasional horse race, my husband does 
not bet on any sports.” 

It doesn’t matter if Gretzky did or did not bet 
on sports. He simply cannot be seen as an 
associate of big-time sports gamblers, especially 
one who sleeps with him. A week after police 
showed up at Gretzky’s door looking for his wife, 
he still was insisting that day was the first time 
he was aware of any of this, disputing reports 
that he had asked the accused mastermind 
earlier how to keep Janet’s name out of it. 

He knew nothing? As his wife bet with both 
hands, police said the gambling ring was the 
work of Gretzky's best friend and assistant 
coach, Rick Tocchet—the same Tocchet who, 
while playing for the Flyers in the 1980s, was 
linked by The Philadelphia Inquirer to organized 
crime figure Joseph “Skinny Joey” Merlino, a 
reputed gambler/killer who went to prison on 
racketeering charges. 

Two degrees of separation between Gretzky 
and Skinny Joey? No sport can abide sucha 
relationship, Although leagues voice no moral 
opposition to gambling—why should they 
when government sanctions gambling at every 
7-Eleven?—there is a concern no less real for 
being unspoken. The fear is, organized crime 
will control games. 

Gamblers on the hook to mobsters likely 


AVE KINDRED 


dkindred @sportingnews.com 


EMMANUEL LOZANO / THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 


Tocchet’s alleged gambling activities could put Gretzky’s rep on ice. 


have decided games. That unspoken suspicion 
was the subtext for Mike Holmgren’s nasty little 
speech to Seahawks fans. He played the zebra 
card. By blaming the “striped shirts” for his 
team’s loss to the Steelers, he exploited Joe 
Fan’s willingness to believe that the officials’ 
seeming incompetence was a cover for crime. 
As to why anyone would think officials care 
who wins, here's an answer: 

Mendy Rudolph. 

Into the 1970s, Rudolph was the NBA's best 
official. He also was a compulsive gambler, as 
Pete Rose and Monday Night Football director 
Chet Forte were, as Michael Jordan, Lenny 
Dykstra and Jaromir Jagr might be. Rudolph 
told his wife he was $100,000 down when 
someone offered him “a lot of money to shave 
points in games.” 

Rudolph’s wife, Susan, told the story to The 
New York Times in 1992. The referee said he 
could fix a game by just looking away once or 
twice. She said her husband refused, saying, “I 
love the game too much.” 

But the offer was there. Are we to suppose 
that was the only offer ever made to an official? 
And that all officials turned down all offers? 

In today’s world, sad to say, it may be only 
one small step from sleeping with Janet Jones 
to being in bed with Tony Soprano. TSN 
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Your living room transforms into Armageddon. 


This is the quest for ultimate supremacy. With 
| larger-than-life images, InFocus projectors let you 
7 inflict maximum pain on all who dare challenge 


| } you. Bright, rich colors. Big, bold images. Go ahead. 


Let out a primal scream. You've got this battle won. 


“I guess it is easy being green.” 


Presenting the 36 mpg Ford Escape Hybrid, the 


most fuel-efficient SUV on Earth* How green is that? ESC APE HYBRID C Gord D 


www.fordvehicles.com 


*Based on Automobil Revue, Transport Canada and US EPA. EPA estimated 36 city/31 hwy mpg, FWD. Actual mileage will vary. OThe Muppets Holding 
Company, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 


